

R OBERT SO N AND CJ 



%*4 



NEUROOMIA: 

A NEW CONTINENT 

& Wmmmyt Mihmh Im ih Dan. 



BY 

G, McIVER. 



GEORGE ROBERTSON & COMPANY, 
London, Melbourne, Sydney, Adelaide, and Brisbani 
1S94. 



PREFACE 



Notwithstanding the occasional references in this 
little work to systems and forms of government, 
it was not intended by the writer to have any 
political bias, his object being merely to relate 
the adventures of the hero of the story hi another 
land. In doing this, however, he found it neces- 
sary to describe briefly the state of affairs existing 
ia the New Continent, and to compare its people 
and the conditions under which they lived with 
those of our own. 

C. M. T. 

NiMSUCOA ElVERj 

New South Wales, 
September, 1803. 
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CHAPTER I, 

A. VOYAGE TO THE SOUTHERN SEAS. 

We left Hobavfc on the 3Qth November, 1889, 411 
our loved ship, tke Penguin, bound for the South- 
ern. Seas, with which, by the way, we were well 
acquainted, having been successfully whaling for 
several years in those parts; so that each of us 
had already accumulated a am all fortune. Ou this 
occasion ifc was our intention to penetrate farther 
to the south than wo had formerly done, and, if 
possible, to make fresh discoveries. We felt quite 
satisfied that land existed to the far south aud in 
the vicinity of the Pole, for on previous voyages 
we had seen the tops of great volcanoes at various 
places* along the horizon. 

The wind for the most part was favourable, and 
we continued on our voyage for some weeks in 
a southerly direction. 

The great fields of ice were evidently breaking 
up, for icebergs were floating about everywhere. 

1 B 
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e i nf our r08B&h and 
We had now to be very careful ofo ^ 

pi W with the greatest canton. We g 

were unable to ^e^chW^W 

times almost stationary for weeks a, a time. 
ft**, we were in the highest *«*, ***» 
sceDC was cheerful; the sun remained constant], 
above tbo horizon, and marine animals and sea- 
birds were seen in every direction. Myriads ot 
seals seemed tireless in their activity, and the 
cries of seabirds, great and small, in many in- 
stances not unmusical, broke the silence of those 
otherwise tranquil regions. Albatrosses,, penguins, 
and sea-gulls of endless variety were in the great- 
est abundance, and animals and birds appeared so 
intensely happy that it was evident they had not 
always been accustomed to. such congenial sur- 
roundings. 

Nor was the whole without its effect upon us, 
for although, the summer was already far advanced, 
we could get no farther to the south, and yet we 
had no desire to return north without accomplish- 
ing anything ; so m waited on somewhat undecided, 
knowing that our best course was to leave early, 
as we neither wished nor intended to pass a winter 
in tlio-e [art?. 
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Once indeed, it appeared as if we could reach 

fT were ™^ «* we were m p a 4 

good progress, whea aU at 0Me . fc S 

-el, cold -Bdwnto^^^^ 
that astounded us, who were accustomed to the 
changes of those latitudes. 

Our ship, which was now within half a mile of 
the land, became enclosed on all sidea and under- 
neath with compact ice. 

The son made his appearance only at Ion* in- 
tervals, and it was plain that the long pokr night 
was approaching. The time he remained above 
the horizon became less, till before very long we 
did not see him at all. It was night now, but not 
dark, like the nights iu other parts of tho world ; 
indeed^ it seemed an everlasting twilight. 

Wo made several trips on the ice to the land, 
the surface of which we found to be very ranch 
broken mountains and hills being numerous. Some 
were active volcanoes, others frozen over, but 
others again were quite free from ice, and covered 
with a hardy kind of vegetation. We attributed 
this latter phenomenon to subterranean heat. On 
climbing several of the hills, we noticed that just 
above the horizon the sky was always of a rod colour, 
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, h instantly changing. Some- 
ffhich , ho wever, kep o^uj ^ ^ ^ 

times it would aP P^ of a g g 

these in turn to gn v 7 „. 

£tilIjt ,e project of being able to explore tbe land 
and neighboaring seas during Oa n«t summer 
kept as in good cheer. We had plenty of pro- 
visions, and felt quite satisfied that we could 
weather the remainder of this desolate season ; yet 
at times we could not help feeling uneasy, for the 
nearest volcano, which was only about three-quar- 
ters ol a mile distant from our ship, became con- 
tinually more and more active, the thundering 
louder and more frequent, and the flames ascended 
higher into the heavens. We did not feel at all 
safe, and began to seriously consider the idea of 
leaving the ship and forming a camp on the land, 
at a greater distance away from the cause of our 
trouble. 

We felt confident the ice was becoming thinner,, 
and had already dissolved beneath the vessel. 
So it was arranged to hold a council of the whole 
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We bad not, however p rooeeded far ^ ^ 

^ * " " Wepe iDfceiTUpfcGd * * ^ crash, and 
I- „*«» w, swung complete]y rouiid) ^ . f ghe 

had been a mere bubble. We all lost oar feet, bat 
the first mate fared badly. He happened to be 
sitting carelessly on the bulwark, chewing tobacco 
and ridiculing the idea of even temporarily le aT i J 
the vessel, when he was suddenly tossed high into 
the air, spun round a few times, turned upside 
down, and then disappeared, but not before he had 
invoked a few blessings on the volcano in his usual 
rhetorical style. Meanwhile the Penguin rose and 
sank, heaved and travelled, varying the motion 
occasionally by spinning round. The thundering 
and crashing increased, and steam issued from the 
water in several places. 

We now began to travel rapidly in one direction 
towards the south, and ifc soon became clear that 
wo were in a current of hot water, which carried 
the Penguin along smoothly and quickly in a south- 
easterly direction. The current was only a few 
chains wide, yet we were quite helpless to do any- 
thing, and on we must go, the sky in front becom- 
ing redder as we advanced. Whither wo were 
going I knew not. However, I noticed with regret 
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nf the crew were missmg. The f^ 
Lh ,t some of the ^ indlffer _ 

wcre left became, 1*> ^> ]JDg Lad 

entj still, U.e rate at w*«* we we ^ 

*«■»* ~ ""^ H I ^nnot say, for the 
we vo borne in tins manner I cannot say 

^Int was tortuous and the rata of speed unequal 
After a. time, however, the stream became weaker 
an d the vessel began to more more slowly, with 
compact ice on either side. 

We were now apparently approaching strange 

regions, for the scene in front was one not to be 

forgotten. The sky problem was solved. A great 

chain of active volcanoes stretched east and west 

as far as the eye could reach, belching bolts of 

fire, flames, and clouds of ashes high up into the 

air, while streams of molten lava poured down their 

sides. The mountains, sea, and sky had a peculiar 

lurid glare, and we could see a long distance. The 

noise at first was deafening, but we got accustomed 

to it. The flames from a thousand peaks ascended 

to an enormous height,, swaying to aud fro with 

the frequent gusts o£ wind, and at the same time 

rainiug showers of cinders, stones, and ashes into 

the water at the foot of the range. The current 

carried ns across a cinder-covered channel of open 
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water, which stretched along the base of the moun- 
ts ^ a bngj mrr0Wj ^^^^ , niet that 

peared to ran towards the interior, la SOme plaeea 
he stream was rapid, and we were hurled ancI 
tossed on at a great .ate of spee d. The farther 
we travelled inland, wb noticed that' the volcanoes 
became fewer, and this gave us some degree of con- 
solation; but, on the other hand, we began to 
wonder where this stream might lead to, when wo 
saw a sight in front, which, hardened as we were, 
filled us with terror, 

A small circular lake, surrounded by high hills, 
with a great whirlpool in the centre, was only a 
little distance ahead. Pieces of wood and other 
things carried down by the current were being 
swiftly hurled round and round the lake— all, 
however, making their way to the vortex, and dis- 
appearing for ever. What was to be done? A 
few minutes more, and wo should be in the lake. 
In a moment I hitched a large iron hook to the 
end of a rope, and threw it ashore among the 
brambles and rocks, fortunately it oaught, and wo 
were safe. Then, going on land, wo made the rope 
fast j still tho Penguin was in the current, whereas, 
if wo could only manage to get her to t]te opposite 
side, she would bo beyond its influence. This, 



8 sxoxoomia:a^cox™^ 

AvUv bv means 



ire 
was 



W ft» *•«*■»«* ™e inlet now, however, 



Wan to tarn in a northerly direction, so we com- 

me noed to search for a suitable place to leave the 

B lup, with a view to explore the country on foot. 

Having found a broad, lagoon-liko sheet of water 

nearly enclosed by the land, wo made the Penguin 

secure, and began to make arrangements for a trip 

into the interior. It was agreed that one of the 

crew and myself should go inland to examine the 

territory, while the remaining three were to stay 

with the vessel and await our return. 

From what we had already seen, we felt sure the 
climate would become more temperate as we ad- 
vanced, and in this we were not disappointed. 

My mate was Septimus Robinson, the most dar- 
ing and hardy of ail the crew. He was about 
thirty years of age, tall, muscular, well built, and 
what is known as a silent man; indeed, I felt that 
with him I should be able to overcome all diffi- 
culties, 

The sun was always shining, water was plentiful, 
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and having armed ourselves with guns and ammu- 
nition, and taking as mncll provisiom as we codd 
conveniently carry, we set out on our journey 
Concerning provisions, however, we did not from 
the first feel the .lightest apprehension, for birds 
of a kind I had never seen before were plentiful, 
and so tame that wo could easily pick them off the 
trees with the hand. They had in all probability 
never seen a human being before. 

The country was very rugged and broken, so we 
travelled along the passes, whenever we could find 
them] but frequently we had to clamber over the 
mountain ranges the boat way we could. We 
crossed range after range, running nearly parallel 
to one another, and gradually going higher and 
higher, the chain presenting its steep acclivities to 
us. From this we knew that the slope on the 
opposite side would probably bo more gradual, if 
we could only manage to get there. We could not 
measure time by day and night, for it was always 
day. So we walked till we became exhausted, then 
ate, slept, ate again, and went on. We found the 
appearance of the country changed as we pro- 
ceeded : vegetation was becoming more dense and 
varied, the trees taller, and small animals moro 
numerous. The midorgrowth and vines now began 
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M ^ on one occasion it took us 
t0 g i,c us tropic, and on D ° 9 f a loffcy 

a oOHS iderabie time to reach the top 

"T .,„,„ ,,„re. we Had ft. mortification 



, ■ jwrf a still higher and 
t0 see immediately m front a sou g 

with a long, dark, longitudinal valley, 
steeper one, witn a ion fo , o 

tIlM U wnic h a torrent roared intervening. Turn- 
ingmj head somewhat impatiently from the scene 
toVpIampfaceof Septimus, I was surprised to 
notice the concerned look there; however, it was 
only for a moment^ and I soon dispelled the idea, 
if indeed I ever entertained it, of Septimus Robin- 
son being afraid. We decided to rest hero for a 
time, and commenced to prepare our meal, Septi- 
mus in the meantime remarking, in a casual manner, 
that our supply of tea and sugar was getting low. 
The meal being- over, we lit our pipes and had 
a smoke, then slept, as was our custom, on our 
backs in the shade of a tree, with the hat drawn 
over the eyes, and legs crossed. How long I slept 
I cannot say; probably longer than usual, for I 
was .cry tired. But judge my astonishment, on 
waking, to find Septimus missing. I looked care- 
*% about, i a the hope that he might be still in 
the neighbourhood, and oven shouted out to him. 
However, it soon became evident that Septimus 
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Adolphus Robinson had « sneaked," and had also 
Sneaked- the tea and sugar and whatever re- 
mamed of the provisions we had taken from tho 
ship. 
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capt.uk pmwtmw hmoms a new continent. 

I felt despondent and annoyed for some little time. 
However, 1 consoled myself with the idea that there 
was 110 use reflecting, so I took up my knife and 
"billy" (we had abandoned the guns, etc., some 
time previously); and having filled and lit my pip©, 
began to descend. I soon managed to reach the 
river, but the difficulty now was how to get across, 
for it was very wide and deep, and far too rapid to 
swim; so I wandered up and down the bank in the 
hope of finding trees on the opposite sides whoso 
branches met above the water. In this, however, 
I was disappointed; the nearest branches I could 
see were from ten to fifteen feet apart, I now 

scarcely knew what to do, so I sat down to eon- 
«A* the station and examine the trees more 

°rJ; U ™ a not W. ^wever, before I heard 
-hattermg noise behind me, and on looking ronnd, 
"»«*■* to see a. hole host of monkeys com- 
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*g down towards tlie water, near where I sat 
^ke all the animals and birds we had hitherto 
^en m tin, new land, they did not take the least 
notice of mB . They stood on the bank and chat- 
tered for some time, and I could plainly see that 
they were on the same errand as myself, and in- 
tended to cross the river by the branches. After 
looking intently at a largo tree leaning over the 
water, one of the strongest monkeys nimbly climbed 
it, going out on one of the horizontal branches as 
far as he deemed safe, then, hitching his lail round 
it, let his body hang down. A second followed, 
hitched his tail round the body cf the first, and 
hung down. Others followed, and repeated the 
hitching process till a Hying string was formed 
that reached nearly to the surface of the water; 
then, by some muscular movements known to them- 
selves, they began to sway to and fro like the 
pendulum of a clock, going a little farther each 
time, till the monkey at the end managed to get 
hold of a branch on the opposite side. lie then 
climbed along it for some distance, and the sus- 
pension bridge was complete. The mothers and 
young ones now began to cross over in au orderly 
manner. One very large monkey appeared to be 
chief, and thinking i£ probable that he would be 
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notice.. TIie Uj j nS tHsI»w«abou C oil 

I canght hold ofhim by tha tail, ^ followed. 

«W-^r- However, I managed to get 

««», narrowly escaping an accident, through a 

miscliienms-Iookhig- monkey biting me on the foot. 

The first monkey to take bold now let go, and tho 

line hung down a. before, but from the tree on the 

opposite side. Tbe one nearest the water climbed 

up the line to tho branch; the others followed, and 

very soon the whole were across, I watched them 

till they were lost to view in the depths of the 

forest, then began the ascent of the range. This 

proved a very wearying task, for the range w&3 

steep, and I bad to make many halts. Eventually, 

however, I succeeded in scaling one of the highest 

peaks. Here my feelings almost overcame me, 

There stretched far and wide in front an extensive, 

and, to all appearances, a populous country. There 

was no mistaking the fact now. Here was a new 

continent and a new civilization, the one all but 

unknown to the rest of humanity, the other inde- 

pendent in its origin. As far aa the eye could 

«**, there stretched, in tho direction of the Pole, 
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a long, winding, open sea, with numberless coves 
and headlands, and doited here and there with the 
most beautiful islands I had ever beheld. The 
cities, towns and villages stood on the many-ele- 
vated promontories and peninsulas, while on either 
side were large tracts of undulating country, 
covered with plantations, green pastures, and or- 
chards, and bordered on the east aud west by the 
dim lines of lofty mountain ranges, the highest 
peaks of which were capped with snow. I conld 
trace the courses of dark, winding Hues running 
from the mountains to the sea, and indicating the 
channels of rivers and streams, On one of the 
headlands, a little to the right; and partly on the 
island opposite, stood what appeared to be the 
largest city; at least, its edifices were greater, and 
towers higher, than those of the other cities within 
view. 

To it I bent ray steps, and in due time found 
myself in the settled country I had seen from above. 
The magnificent harbour was filled with ships, some 
stationary, others travelling at a high rate of speed ; 
yet no signs of steam were visible. I threaded my 
way through lanes of very large trees, of a hind I 
had never seen before. They were equal in size to, 
and slightly resembled, our pines, but were covered 
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•tfc flower, large and beautiful as our red roses. 

f thZ appeared to be m «ch larger a,d of. mo a 
permanent character, than those I had been ac 
Ltomed to see even in Europe. There were many 
animals quietly grazing * <*» tractS ^ mea " 
dows. Some resembled the sheep, others tbe 
cainel, and others the deer; but it was in vain I 
looked for any of those I had been accustomed to 
see in other parts of the world. I now came out 
on a wider avenue, and saw for the first time smoke 
issuing from several of the houses; for, notwith- 
standing the high civilization of this people, they 
still burned wood. Hitherto, I had seen none of the 
inhabitants, and this puzzled me; but I afterwards 
learned these were the hours set apart for rest, 

My curiosity, however, was soon to be satisfied, 
for, on hearing a slight rumbling noise, I turned 
round, and saw a six-wheeled vehicle approacH- 
™g, yet no horses or any other animals dra 



■awing 



H. A man sat in front, and at intervals turned 
a wheel by means of a srmll rod he held in his 
band. What the motive power was I could not 
»*«»*. It contained two me^yea 
mortals like myself-™,! f 

ySelIj and ^° women, aa d I felt 
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glad it was so. Thoy were of the same colour aa 
myself, and I could see at a glance that thoy be. 
longed to the Bame race. What impressed me 
most, however, was their fine appearance. I heard 
them talk, and was taken aback, for they spoke a 
language I knew not. But what mortified me most 
of all were the ladies, who took a few significant 
glances at my apparel, and then seemed immensely 
amused, whereupon 1 turned my back towards 
them till they had passed. Up to the present I 
had always thought that my « claw-hammer " coat 
(though perhaps a little the worse for wear) and 
" pocket-felt " had a decidedly respectable appear- 
ance ; but I now, howevBr, began to be doubtful 
about the matter, and went on my way feeling very 
dejected. The men in the conveyance, howevor, 
were not dressed like myself, but wore embroidered 
cloaks on their shoulders, while the ladies wore 
neat, dark, plain, closely fitting dresses, not unlike 
those worn by many of our women. 

I now began to approach the outskirts of the 
city, and saw many things that were uew to me, 
The road I followed brought me to the principal 
street near the end farthest removed from the 
bay. It was wide, and ran in a straight line up a 
gentle incline in the direction of the water. The 

o 
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•j. „,-,,7 nerafe - on' tlie other, the 
resembling granite and agate, , 

building, were equally iu.pres.ive, but had not a 
b^inese-Iite appearance, having neat flower gardens 
and shrubberies in front. (I afterwards found this 
to apply to all the streets in tho city.) Indeed, as 
far as I could see, the one side consisted of an 
almost unbroken row of bright columns ; the other 
of gardens, with flowers and creeping plants of 
every hue in bloom. These latter were attached 
to the back portions of buildings forming the busi- 
ness side of another street. I met many people, not 
hurrying and bustling on their way, but moving 
in an orderly and apparently leisurely manner. 

Among them, indeed, were a few whoso counten- 
ances were sad, but the vast majority seemed kind 
and cheerful, while that haggard and careworn look 
that clouded tho brows of so many of the people in 
the cities of tho other continents I had visited was 
wholly a b se at. I noticed that I was attracting 
action, However, I kept on my course, looking 
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about me to the right and to the left at all that was 
to be seen. 

The street was laid down with planks of what 
appeared to bo very tough wood, p l aced closely 
together, and there was not a particle of dust. 

There wore numerous vehicles of nearly every 
size and shape, travelling at various rates of speed, 
but, like the first I had seen, were not drawn by 
animals. I did not go far, however, when one of 
the vehicles goiug in tho same direction as my- 
self, drew up close to me. It contained three men, 
one of whom pointed to a vacant seat. I thought 
of our own « slippery " cabbies, and for a moment 
had my misgivings, but a glance at the occupants 
soon convinced me of their genuineness, and I 
stepped in without any hesitation ; besides, I was 
anxious to conceal as much of the "claw-hammer " 
as possible from the ladies. The man sitting fore- 
most pulled a small handle, and off we went. My 
companions were extremely agreeable, and at first 
we tried to exchange ideas, but soon gave up tho 
attempt as fruitless — at leasfcj as far as words were 
concerned. After travelling sorao distance the 
vehicle stopped in front of a massive building, 
though only two storeys high, that commanded a 
magnificent view of the sea. It was certainly ono 
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We aWglW, and I Meed my 8^ 

evidently in attendance. After ****** o 

i t ■,<■« "inrifcher room, wliere 
words with her, they ^ iota anotue , 

ifflB pto.««Iw« *» d ou a Vei7 Iai " e tabIe - 

This pleased me not a little, iot I was hungry, not 

having tested food for some time. We sat down, 

and though the victuals were new to me, I did 

an: Die justice to the repast. There were many 

vacant seats, and other guests arrived at intervals, 

till nearly the whole were occupied. 

On the way out I met the young" lady ao*ain and 

taking a sovereign from my pocket, placed it on 

the table. She took it up, examined it closely, 

looked smilingly towards me, and returned it. One 

of my new friends who saw this appeared interested, 

so I showed him some more coins, bank notes, and 

■ blank P.N. It now began to dawn upon me that 

I had not the proper currency for this country 

Nor was I wrong, Jor my friend showed me somo 

of ins coins. They were of different sizes, but all 

of the one metal, which was of a dark colour, very 

Wand heavy. On returning them to him, he 

P*««n, with a M mber of others, into a small 

g> Whlch he P rese ^d to me. I then wished him 
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to accept some of my K0VcreigD8j but could 

mdUCe him t0 take «"> and I could see that ha 
did this only by way of courtesy. The young lady 
also declined to take one of my new coins; so I 
cons lg ned the bag to my p 0c ket, reflecting that 
they might be useful in purchasing a suit of clothes 
similar to those worn by my companions. We now 
wont up a staircase to a large and magnificently 
furnished room. My friend who presented me 
with the bag, then showed me a very comfortable- 
looking bedroom close by, which he gave me Lo 
understand would be mine. 

My ambition now was to acquire a knowledge of 
the language, and I felt sure my new friend would 
be willing to teach me; so I held up a few articles, 
which he named, then, pointing to himself, he 
uttered the word " Folbrizzio," which I under- 
stood to be his name, I immediately patted my 
chest, and exclaimed, " Captain Periwinkle." So 
we were now introduced, and on the best of terms. 
We repaired to the balcony, and I sat down to con- 
template the beauty of the scene before me — the 
bay with its many islands — when some dark objects 
moving in the air above the distant horizon at- 
tracted my attention. They were evidently coming 
towards us. Nearer and nearer they came. What 
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22 sevroomW- a raw ^ 

could 6l«y be? H..««V di- ithonght 

t0 was fl»> ae 7 »■■' ■» h »= tl „ in . 

„ „ — «* -— ^ refleotccl what 

enormous onus JUUDU , ... . 

tat oat to m j fHan^ but they appeared httle 
bMed, and did not attempt to offer any ex- 
planation, doubtless known* that my curiosity 
wouid soon be satisfied. There were three in all, 
and tie first, which was a considerable distance 
ahead, had more the appearance of a fish than a 
bird, Yes, a fish! And a sword-fish., too., for 
there was no mistaking the long- spike that ex- 
tended from his snout, and I fancied also that I 
could see the fins and tail moving rapidly. The 
second, however, must be a bird, for I could seo - 
the huge wings flapping in a majestic manner. As 
for the third, I could as yet make nothing of it, for 
it appeared to be divided into two parts. The first, 
however, made me feel very uncomfortable, for he 
was coming straight towards myself, his sword 
pointing to my chest. What was to bo done? I 
looked about for a harpoon, but of course there was 
none, and indeed no other weapon that I could de- 
fend myself with. I felt savage, and would have 
hked to have killed him, for I did not wish to beat 
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a retreat. Another moment, however, and I would 
be pinned against the wall • so I instantly left ray 
seat aud slipped inside the door, putting the stout 
wall between us. I now felt a great relief, and 
waited for the crash, speculating at the same time 
how far his sword would penetrate the building. 

To my surprise, however, I heard him fall, and 
very lightly, too, on the balcony. I was out in an 
instant, and ^standing before me was neither shark 
nor sword-fish, bub a hale, hearty man, in the act 
of taking off his head-gear. The huge bird soon 
lit beside him. After a flutter or two the enormous 
wings dropped, and, indeed, the bird itself appeared 
to be falling to pieces, when a man stepped out of 
the wreck. The third dark object was now sailing 
towards us. It was very much like a balloon, and 
I could sco two persons seated in the car beneath. 
They did not, however, come to the balcony, but 
dropped in an open space in the garden below. 
The pair turned out to bo a young man and a very 
handsome young lady, and I confess I felt some- 
what interested in them, having been informed 
they were lovers. However, I soon lost sight of 
them, for they passed into the house. I now learnt 
from my friends that tho new arrivals were from 
other cities of Neuroomia, which they gave mo to 
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f their continent. They 
understand was tie name of then ^ 

furtIl(?1 . espied that i* "- ' ^ - fche 

eftSV method of travelling, «* P' jmbed 

easy mctflo tBe end g0 ag 

Sear of tie first m* We si** 

£ c^r tie M P-3* «*""• t0 *° aW 

%-ir new-comers were known to my friends, to 
whom they gave some letters and papers. Pol- 
brizzio mentioned their names to me, and told them 
how I came to Neuroomia. They remained with 
us for some time, probably a period equal to a few 
of oar days, and then departed in tho manner they 
came. I watched them till they were out of sight, 
then turned into my room, reflecting" that I had 
indeed dropped into a land of wonders. 



CHAPTER in. 

MS HIGH CIVILIZATION AKD people. 

On the advice of Folbrizzio and other, I began to 
study the language, unci went oat but little T 
had many tutors, and made what I considered to 
be satisfactory progress. The « Llilimalia » as the 
house was called, was slightly after the pattern of 
one of oar first-class hotels. From the first I was 
impressed with the orderly and cultivated manners 
of the visitors, who were constantly coming and 
going, so that I waa always well off for company. 

On one occasion a more than ordinarily interest- 
ing man, named Banyaba, called at the "Llili- 
malia/' There was something impressive in his 
manner, and I had a long conversation with him. 
On learning my history, he suggested that wo 
should go for a walk together to some pictures quo 
places outside the city. 1 accompanied him, and 
on the way he offered to give mc any information I 
desired about their people and institutions. This 



m mOT OOMIA:A^^^ .. 

1V ao I made i^'« es 
bd me to fefak of ?<*** S ° J 

, is Jfcpubfe*. The ehitf «** ° ° 

Mrfr is the political capital of Neu- 
■ Vbo may iave noticed hu house on a 
m to jonv right as you were approaching the 
oil « I had. "There are/' he continued, "many 
other large cities iu Neoroomia, and one of them 
even much larger than Atazatlan; but you shall 
doubtless see them all. I should have told you, 
however," he went on, "that notwithstanding the 
great powers conferred upon the Yucngai, or Presi- 
dent, the office iu reality is more of a social than 
a political character, for he seldom has to interfere 
with the course of justice or the administration of 
a province. Each territory has its own governor 
and legislature, yet he is looked up to by all as the 
head, and his decision in many matters, though 
not in all, is final. Ho is elected for a period of 
ten years, and as a general rale it is not desirable 
that he should be under one hundred years of age." 
" Great heavens ! " I exclaimed. " To what age 
do your people live ? " 
"According to our statistics/' he answered, "the 
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average life in Neuroomia is from one hundred run! 
Wtyto two hundred years; but ia some parts- 
Atazatlan, for instance-it is greater, probably not 
less than two hundred years." 

Cf And in the face of this/' I said, "you claim to 
have come originally from the same stock as the 
nations of the other continents ? " 

« Yes ! » was the reply; f{ but you must remember 
that this continent has been separated from the 
other parts of the world for at Least three hundred 
millions of years, and had your people a like cli- 
mate, and lived under similar conditions to us for 
the period mentioned, I venture to hazard a belief 
that their average life would be fully as long as 
that of ours. With us also," he continued, " tbe 
average life is on the increase, though the differ- 
ence, say, in twenty generations, is very slight, 
However, you may examine the statistics for your- 
self as soon as you become better acquainted with 
our language. They arc thoroughly reliable for 
the last million years." 

" Have you any wars ? JJ I inquired. 

t{ None on record,'-' was the answer. "You see, 

wc all speak the one tongue, and we take no delight 

in injuring our fellow-men. Look at our herds of 

olgornmeras ! " he went on. " They sometimes 
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of killing one another never occurred to them. 
ItowmvhlB*, &», should be the prospect or it 

occurring to man ? 
"Have you neither disputes nor quarrels among 

your people ?" I asked. 

"We hare disputes about ownership occasion- 
alij," was the reply, "'for we have private property 
in everything 1 except land, which belongs to the 
genera] Government, These disagreements, how- 
ever, are generalhy settled by arbitration, and it is 
only in very rare instances indeed that they have 
to be referred to our high tribunal. The hour at 
which we dino, however, is drawing near, so you 
had better come with me, and stay for a time, at 
least, at my house. We shall endeavour to inako 
you comfortable." 

I accepted his invitation, and on our way through 
the town we met many beautiful girls, walking in 
gro, ips of two, sometimes more, and I noticed that 
many of them were known to my Mend. This led 
"» to squire at what age they generally married. 

"The gi r l s generally marry from twenty to 
»"%/' v*x the response; -the men from thirty 
to one hundred. I am one kndrfid aud fi% 
<* age my 8elf( « he ^^ ^ ^ ^ 
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_ y «ecirted to choose a partner." 

Jj Ule sa «e age as myself. 
We at length stopped in f ronfc of a larg6j Wq . 

^-yb ul id ing) wi licM , ytlleway)Was *; 

for a three storey, then passed through a well-kept 
flower-garden to the door, which was opon . * 
W now led the way though a large h a!L then 
through another doorway, aid I found myself m , 
splendidly furnished apartment, and in the presence 
of two young ladies, who smiled kindly aa we entered 
These, Banyaba informed me, were hi, sisters, and he 
mentioned my name to them. Then in a few words 
he explained how I came to be in Atazatlao. They 
appeared much interested, and said they would en- 
deavour to make me happy. ([ f e lt flattered at 
tb s .) However, there was no grasping- of hands. 
Very eocm after my arrival the meal was announced 
tf ready/ J and we eat down to it. There were 
many things on the table; some I had tried before 
at the "Llilhmdia," but others were new to me. 
However, not a great distance away was a vessel 
containing fi s h. TMa put me ^ mind flf ^ 
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•ii, ,'* Xfc was 

necper, so I made a beginnmg wi* 

I10t stepper, howe^ ^ 
flavour to tM coveted &&. j ei, J •» . 

I jhaawd many meters, the sisters being 
am! we discnssea u" 11 .! 

h ,V My interested when I w* tolling *«■" about 
oar society]*^ and leader, of fashion Estas re- 
ffla rHng tliat she knew nothing of the fashions, and 
tiat in'Atazfltian the drosses of the ladies had 
changed but little for a very long period, and that 
in dressing the/ studied health and comfort rather 
than outward display. However, everything I be- 
held in Nenroomia since my arrival appeared so 
superior to what I had been accustomed to see in 
other parts of the world, that I could not help feel- 
ing- somewhat insignificant., and further, I thonglib 
it quite possible I might not be doing justice to my 
own country and people. The ladies having re- 
tired, I informed him that if lie chose I would tell 
him about some of onr clever men and great philan- 
thropists, also that I would address him standing, 
as I eonld speak better in that position than sitting. 
"I shall be very mnch delighted to hear you 
speak, Captain Periwinkle," he said. 

Having stood up and cleared my throat, I began, 
«J.ia what I considered to boa neat little three- 
uud-adialf hours' speec h, told him about some of 
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***** iistinguiehed men in Australia, Bo** 

Xi7:r and also d;Teit up °« *» -^ ^ 

m.ny of my countrymen to alleviate distress, and 
7;°7 -f ution, and syatems . H e likened at 

resumed my seat, remarked,— 

"I Have not the W doubt but you W a ve 
largo number of able and philanthropic men among 
you. Indeed, I Lad already arrived a, that con- 
clusion before you began speaking, from what yon 
had previously said in a casual manner. However, 
from what little I understand of your affairs, I am 
inclined to believe that it is not systems so much 
as individuals that require; reforming. Of course, 
at the same time, it is obvious that bad systems 
will corrupt individuals, but it by no means follows 
that good systems will produce just individuals. 
Something more is required. And, again, it is a 
much easier matter to sketch out and organize 
systems than to improve individuals. Further, I am 
of the opinion that the great error your reformers 
and statesmen make, is in endeavouring to make a 
beginning at the top rather than at the bottom of 
the scale, where they should endeavour to end 
rather than begin." 

I now, however, began to feci dozy,— I always do 
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vr « s0 I inquire* if it **» 
wi cn M if*"*"" * 
the custom with them to set o **" 
for sleep. While at the u»u 
ever I felt inclined. , 

^".e answered; «we have certam spooled 
hours for repose, bat in ^y^ycaHes they are 
not passed in slumber. However, the general rule 
i Sj we sleep on inclination, and as little as we can. 
With you, I understand, about one-third of your 
Kras is passed in sleep. With m the time passed 
in that condition is rather less than one- eighth.. 
We consider any more sleeping than is really re- 
quired to refresh the system a waste of time, and 
work constitutes one of our chief pleasures. 5 '' 
"How about the night F n I demanded. 
"Well, you have not been a night with ua yet," 
was the response. " When you have, you will pro- 
bably find it not so dark and dreary as you imagine. 
We work in the holds at night without any arti- 
ficial light, the same as in the day. However, I 
have an engagement shortly, and shall leave you 
for the present. My sisters will be able to give 
you information concerning our pastimes and 
domestic life." 

Banyaba here took his leave. However, I felt 
quite at home with the ladies. They were ex- 
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treiaely agreeable, and made inquiries about the 
Parts of the world T had visited, and the people 
therein. So I spoke of London, Paris, New York, 
and the Melbourne Cup. Estas, my favourite, in- 
formed me that she was fifty years of age, and her 
sister twenty-fire. I was much surprised to learn 
the difference in their ages, for, judging from their 
appearance, I thought there could not be more than 
a couple of years between them. 

We were now by ourselves, as Arizenda, the 
younger one, withdrew. Estas now suggested 
that we should go into the garden. I of course 
acquiesced, and we walked through the beautiful 
lawns and flower plots that surrounded the house, 
Estas in the meantime giving me to understand 
that they were kept in order by her sister and 
herself. She also initiated me in the names and 
peculiarities of many of the strange trees, plants, 
and flowers. The slanting rays of the sun, which 
was getting no lower, but travelling slowly along 
the horizon, shone through the foliage and flowers, 
while birds and butterflies of gaudy colours flew 
among the trees, or rested on the blossoms. Every- 
thing, indeed, was so quiet and peaceful, that I 
felt extremely happy. I knew that I loved Estas, 
and believed that she returned my passion. We 



■ ™ unme matter when 

W 1- -"* '" I! or .» rare 
abo bent down to «.-^ ftMa 

flower abort to ope- I ** ;o „ 

to draw tor tom-ds me, tat Mo. 
^erawori,** poured ra « U» * «M ■***, 

i vt, W iron grip, then tossed 

bruising mj muscles wit* hoi non g l 

me high into *ko air a* if I were a mere plaj-toy. 

IfeJl heavily on my back, but was up agam in a 

' moment, and mad with rage to think that I, Captain 

Periwinkle, of the whaling ship Penguin, should be 

submitted to such infernal treatment. On gaining 

my feet, 1 looked towards her, and uttered some 

choice phrases I learnt before I became captain. 

However, I do not think she understood them. I 
looked round for the gate, but could not see one, 
so I walked briskly towards the house, followed by 
Estas, who said there most be a misunderstanding 
somewhere. I explained that I only wished to take 
her nearer myself, which with us indicated love and 
esteem. She replied that she had not boon ac- 
customed to such sudden outbursts of affection, and 
feared that manner of wooing would not be ap- 
proved of by the young ladies of Atazatlan, who 
would probably repel it as unceremoniously as she 
M h * m)l Nevertheless, she implored me to 
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*«* bat I coa ld not readily forget tho j ^ 
b-mes, and began to thmk ^ ^ ^ 

of all I felt unwell, and knew that my li V9r was 0llfc 
of order, so I sought oat my sleepi-xxg apartmenfc) 
threw my S elf on tho bed, and was soon fast asleep 

On waking, I found myself quite refreshed, and 
also quite cared of my We for Estas-that one 
toss in the air did it. My first impulse was to 
leave immediately, but on going out, I met Banyaba, 
who desired me to prolong nry visit. I could see! 
by bis surprise when I spoko of taking my depar- 
ture, that ho knew nothing of the little incident with 
his sister. 

Estas and Arizenda now put m an appearance. 
They were as courtly as before, and I yielded to 
tho request of the latter to remain longer, for, after 
all, the affair with the elder sister was the result of 
a misunderstanding, and on thinking the matter 
over, I came to the conclusion that it might bo 
unkind of me to leave these well-meaning persons 
abruptly. 

The ladies now withdrew, aud Banyaba began to 
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■ i „i the recent engagement 
te ll m e sometinng about the ^ ^^ 



that caused his absence « & 

manner, when Amenoa ho 

v^of regular intervals. 
_j.iV>Ti fifcev received aB leg," 1 "* 

TCrt i, B msab as fts &»*» »« or tie Sydney 

Morning Herald. 

The next meal, however, was soon announced, 
and my host spoke of many matters, including 
some of his own adventures. Amanda sat oppo- 
site me, and looked extremely well. She appeared 
prouder and more dignified than her sister. Like 
her, she was a blonde, with beautiful yellow hair 
and blue eyes. In figure, she was somewhat more 
graceful than the former, and was a little taller than, 
myself, being about five feet ten inches in height. 
She also had a sympathetic voice, and I thought 
her possessed of more sentiment than her sister. 

I now came to the conclusion that she and not 
Estaa was the girl I should have loved, and began 
to wonder why I had bestowed my affections on 
the kttor. However, it was evident now that I had 
made a mistake in doing so. 
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After a time, Banyaba took his departure for one 
of the distant cities of Neuroomia, „ d l eft me ^ 
the young ladies. Of course it was understood, as 
he would probably bo absent for some tune, and 
that I may be gone before his- return. I enjoyed 
the company of Arizenda, and gave her an account 
of some of my travels. She landed and empa- 
thised in turn, and I felt myself fairly carried away 
by her charms. 

ff Yon must never think of leaving our continent. 
Captain Periwinkle/' she said. "How foolish of 
you it would be to return, perhaps to greater 
dangers than those yon have already experienced ! 
Have you seen our beautiful harbour?" she con- 
tinued, 

I answered that I had only obtained a glimpse 
of it from a distance, and suggested that we should 
pay it a visit. She agreed, and we set out to- 
gether. The harbour was indeed lovely, and more 
than realized my anticipations. Wo wandered by 
grottos and pebbly shores, meeting many people on 
our way, among whom it appeared Amend* had 
numerous acquaintances. We had a long chat 
with a very beautiful brunette named Louva, who 
was a friend of 'Zenda'a. Sho reminded nic of her 
father's invitation to visit their homo, aud I again 
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p^sad to do so. We now ^^ water . 

^, in tha action olthaf^ and wa,^ he 

* /putting my *ou t h against hers, when she 

suddenly seized me and bumped me a few times 

agaimt one of U» trees close by, exclaiming 

"Would you bite me, you wretch! » then carried 

me to tie water-fall, and placed me beneath it till 

I was thoroughly saturated, after which sbe tossed 

me on tie grass and walked indignantly away. I 

i got up, shivering with the cold, feeling despondent 

and very much humiliated at the indignity to which 

I had been submitted. One thing, however, I felt 

thoroughly convinced of— that my love for 'Zenda 

was gone; that waterfall banished it. 

While meditating what I should do, a passer-by 
noticed the predicament I was in, and, doubtless, 
coming to the conclusion that I had fallen into the 
pool below the cataract, invited me to his house. I 
accompanied him, and on the way learnt that he 
was a bachelor. I then related all that occurred at 
the waterfall, and he sympathised with me. It was 
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** ha^ver, tQ gaia syffipat]lyj __ wli . ch l BCQnicdj 
«** I ga , him a defcailed account Qf fchQ _ 

but from a sense of what is right. Had I remained 
■J**, I should have been concealing the truth, 
which I consider equivalent to telling a lie, and I 
hate men who tell l ie3 . ne of tho cause, that in- 
duced me to become so much attached to Septimus 
Robinson was, that he never told lfe B . However 
when I oomo to think the matter over, X remember 
that he seldom told anything. So the only con- 
clusion I can arrive at is that on many occasions 
he must have concealed the truth, and was there- 
fore a silent liar all his life. I saw no ladies about 
the residence of my new acquaintance, nor was I 
anxious to see any. I put on a suit of his clothes, 
but it wag not a good fit, being rather large, so he 
suggested I should go to a tailor with him. The 
tailor soon bad me in a splendid suit, the fit being 
all that could be desired. I now felt myself a 
masher, and quite recovered from the effects of my 
walk with Arizenda. We returned to my friend's 
bouse and dined together ; then, thinking of my 
promise to visit Louva, my host directed me, and 
I repaired thither. 

After a brisk walk, I came to a large building 
that answered the description I had of Louva's 
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rl met Ilacla- 

a. ^ ««-».. -■ ^f a Ifalone 

reocpfa, cari ■» *» *■■» gho 

that reminded me of a piano, P l ^ 

sa ng like the birds of Xeuroonna, She had thxck, 

J h black hair, and large hazel laugbng eyes. 
However, her principal charm was her complexion, 
and I thought her the handsomest girl I bad yet 
seen in Atantlaii. She made inquiries about tbe 
JbyuM and the frozen lands beyond Neuroomia; 
also about the great oceans I bad traversed, and 
appeared pleased when I told her that at present I 
had no intention of returning to tbe regions from 
whence I came. Indeed, I fancied that she began to 
look upon me as a hero, and felt there was a kind 
of mute sympathy between us which instilled con- 
fidence, and made her company agreeable and 
entertaining in the highest degree. 

The hour for dining having arrived, we joined the 
family circle. I felt in the highest spirits, and to 
impress Uaclatella with the grandeur of the world 
I had left, for I never believed in acting the part 
of a cynic, I told him of tbe great fortunes of the 
Astora, Vanderbilts, Jay Gould, the Duke of West- 
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--te, Tyson, and others. When I had con- 
Wided, ho simply inquired if t]iore ^ 

m the C0Untries ^ WB those men lived ? I spiled 

1U tKe afflra »*™, and was compelled to admit that 

mDy Pei ' S0Da ever ? year died fr 0m Btarvation 
alone. 

He then went on to say that he considered the 
amassing of enormous wealth by a few individual 
a curse to any country. 

Thereupon I inquired if there were no million- 
aires in Afcazatlan. 

His answer was "No. It would be almost im- 
possible " (that is, if by millionaires I meant exceed- 
ingly wealthy persons) , « I suppose you are aware/' 
ho continued, "that land with us is not private 
property. If, however, through trading or other 
means, a man should accumulate great wealth,— that 
is, what wo should term great— the maximum frac- 
tion ho can bequeath to any person at doath, or 
give away during life, is defined by our laws. The 
State claims nearly the whole, so that with us no 
young person can begin life wealthy. With yon, 
if I understand the matter correctly, Governments 
as a rale are poor, and individuals enormously 
wealthy. With us, the general Government is very 
wealthy, and every one has enough and to spare." 
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,A vpvv soon 
We „ow « fa- ** «* - ^ i, iag 
rf.er,™* Ibclatella went awa.v to » 

me «* *na with bm, «*» """ ad "" ' * 

J , i ^ finnf, I should ue 

*.„j fii*- I knew t< ltUi •*- 
course consented, ±01 1 * 

qdte at honre at thawing- The house was su- 

L on a haad« ^th Bi ep S leading from ^ 

portico to the water's edge; so wo got into the boat 
without a ,nv inconvenience. There were only two 
others going with us-u yomg I«*J and a man 
aamed Fontin, who appeared to be slightly older 
than myself. There were hoots, lines, and bait 
for the fish, and luncheon for ourselves in the boat. 
The scenery was superb, and we pulled in the 
direction of a small island, where Louva said there 
were good fishing ground?,' Getting the lines 
fitted up for Lonva and myself was the work of a 
very brief time, for I was ambitious to catcb. the 
first fish, and I believe that Fontin also harboured 
that desire. We now let the boat drift, and threw 
our lines into the water nearly together. I, how- 
ever, got the first bite, and after some little tog- 
ging, landed in the boat a Gno plump fish, striped 
with red and gold. They called it a lomdin, and 
appeared to prize it much. It seems, however, 
that it possessed a certain peculiarity of which I 
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*™ ignorant. At any time it has the power to 
sprmg seyeral feet intQ the ^ yet ge]dom esiiib . fca 

it if left unseated. Unfortunately, however al- 
most immediately it was in the boat, and before 
any of the other, could warn me, I ran my fore- 
finger along one of tLe goldea ^^ ^ ^ 

inatanfc it curled itself almost round, then came 
slap up against my face, with such overwhelming 
force, that I lost my balance, and we both tumbled 
into the water, and nearly upset the boat. The 
loindin, of course, disappeared, and I soon came to 
the surface again. The boat, however, was very 
light and somewhat frail, and i knew it would not 
be a very easy matter to climb into it ; besides, I 
was anxious to let them see how 1 could swim, so I 
boldly struck out for the island. At first I swam 
leisurely, but all at once strained every muscle and 
sinew in my body to gain the land, for I saw a 
huge liead, not unlike a seal's, come up out of the 
water, stare at me for a moment with its great 
eyes, then make for me at a rate of speed that was 
wonderful. I thought of our own sharks and 
crocodiles, and put forth fill my strength, yet I 
was doubtful if T could reach the shore before ho 
came up with me. A thousand things in that brief 
instant flashed across my brain. Yes ! I was safe. 



eta , I lurried to tk. tai &«■ *»"» . 
hare a te oka tm 7P— - , "" tom7 " UP 

The boat was now coming up, so 
fc ^slmy face, for m f nose bled profusely. 

The otters having landed, Louva, who was very 
kind and attend, BUggestad that we return home. 
However, I would not agree to this. Of course I 
was wet, but that was nothing new to me. She 
mentioned the name of the monster that had dis- 
turbed me so much, and said that it wag perfectly 
harmless and subsisted upon roots and marine 
plants. 

We now secured the boat, and threw in our lines 
from the shore, choosing places where we thought 
fish would probably be most plentiful, then made 
them fast, and ascended to the high ground, where 
we obtained a magnificent view of the surrounding 
sea. Louva and the other young lady in the mean- 
time selected a picturesque spot under a broad- 
leaved tree for our luncheon. We sat down, and I 
believe all enjoyed the repast. Meanwhile, however, 
I kept well in the aim, and noticed with satisfaction 
that my clothes were drying, After our picnic was 
over, we rambled over the island, the ladies picking 
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«w rare plants and Wra for their ^ 

shrubberies. 

After pass i„g some time in thk way, we returned 
to our l ine9j oaly t0 findj hQw6verj tut ^ 

not been disturbed by fish; sfc ill, the baits we™ 
gone, and this my friend Said was the work of 
Crustacea, so we decided to shift thorn and cho ose 
fresh places. Louva and myselE threw ours in 
close to erne another, but Fontin and the young 
lady went farther along the rock,, till we lost sight 
of them. The fish, however, did not seem inclined 
to bite, so we again made the lines fast, and wont 
in search of shells. 

The weather was sunny and beautiful, the birds 
sang in the trees above, and there was scarcely a 
ripple on the surface of the silent water. My 
clothes were now dry, and I began to enjoy the 
outing, for I loved Louva, and felfe happy. Tes ! 
happier, I thought, than I ever felt before ; and I 
could uot help reflecting how extremely pleasant 
an island like this would be for a home, and with 
loving Louva as a mate. 

We now decided to climb one of the higher 
rooks, in order to get a better view of the shores. 
I was the first to reach the top, and judge my sur- 
prise on seeing Fontin in the very act of putting 
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water. I thou a M speechless, 

for similar beWour, and was almos F 
fa « no« my consternation, and Lasted t 
my8 id«, T poi^d towards tie guilty couple bu 
she only smiled, and said the only explanation that 
she could offer was that thej had been acquainted for 
a very long time, and belisyed they were betrothed. 
Here we" 5 decided to return to our lines and see 
about the fish; but there was none, the baits being 
untouched, so we. came to the conclusion they wore 
noi going to bite, and made preparations for re- 
turning Lome. We did not have to wait long for 
Fontin and the young lady, who came leisurely 
along; but while they were still some distance 
away, a glance convinced us that as far as captur- 
ing fish was concerned, they had been as unsuc- 
cessful as ourselves. 

The young ladies, who sang like sirens, pulled 
the boat, and at the same time entertained us with 
many beautiful songs on the way hack, Fontin 
occasionally initiating me into the mysteries of 
fishing expeditions in Neuroomia. 

0,i arriving at the steps, we saw Ilaclatella stand- 
ing abom He called out to us that wo need not 
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double about carrying foe fish up, as bo would 
eend some one clown for them ; so we followed hia 
advice. 

Having readied the bouse, I did not join the 
others, but Bought out my sleeping apartment, for 
I felt exhausted and inclined to slumber. Louya 
more than once appeared iu my dreams. However, 
I slept long and soundly, and on waking up, felt 
very hungry. It so happened, however, that the 
dining hour was approaching, and by the time I 
was prepared, the meal was announced. 

The conversation at the table on this occasion 
was brisk ; in faefc, I believe I opened the debate by 
adverting to the numerous inventions and dis- 
coveries of the nineteenth century. Whereupon 
Ilaclatella inquired if this were our first and only 
civilization, and if it were likely to be permanent. 

I answered tho first part of the question in the 
negative, but with regard to the latter I could say 
nothing, but believed it would be so. 

He then inquired if by our inventions— which, 
he admitted, were indeed wonderful — we had 
eradicated all diseases from among our people, and 
improved the conditions of the masses generally ? 

Referring to diseases, I admitted we had not; 
and as for the masses, 1 could safely say that their 
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rf«rJ,l-™.»«™^ a sem M delicate 

or unhealthy-looking P* souS m 

I hear of any strikes or inflatory speeches 

This led me to ask if they had no hospitals m the 

"'irol" was the reply; "we have no use for 
them, leases do still make their appearance 
in Nenroomia at long intervals, but we invari- 
ably manage to stamp them out in the bud. Our 
physicians arc employed by the State, and each 
one has the supervision of a district, and re- 
ports to the central government of the State in 
ivhich he is located the outbreak of any disease cf 
an infectious or contagions character, and also fur- 
nishes periodical accounts of the general health of 
the people. It is also their duty to visit, give 
advice and medicine where required, and attend to 
the sick. Multifarious as these functions may at 
hrst appear, yet the work of our physicians is ex- 
tremely light, but the responsibility is great, for 
we hold that nothing can be of greater import to a 
nation than the health of its people." 
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" Have you any idea how your oivil,W 
^d?" I inquired. ' ^ ° rig,U " 

"It » believed that the ancient inhabitants of 

Ncuroom,a- t hat i Sj our forefathers-^ s ^ „ 

was the answer, " am l a i sn fllB+ . .,. ' 

, , auu also that our civilization 

originated through neceasii-v « „„ ■! 

° lieLesS]t y or accident— perhaps 

"It appears to be founded on a firm basis" I 
remarked. 

" That," he said, « is the result of design, and I 
can give you information on that point. Oar his- 
tory tells us that the object of the ancient sages of 
the land was to secure perfect health for evo"y in- 
dividual, or, in other words, to have a people with 
healthy bodies and healthy minds. This they con- 
sidered to be the first and most important step in 
the direction of a high civilization," 

"And they were successful/' T interjected. 
rf Tes," he said, ""it appears they were, ami that 
it was only the work of a few generations.-" 
u How was this accomplished ? " I asked. 
"Many things had to be considered/' was the 
answer. " la the first place," he continued, "they 
had to make themselves acquainted with Nature's 
laws, aud then abide by thcui, Then again, their 
marriage laws were of a stringent character, and 
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"."f*^ fc MLo U ,t you. ,»oplo 

are not muctt D unpleasant proof 

are ever so much stronger (I Had ui p i 

t ^ip— «.*«* Hbw-th-™- 

people ? " . 

« We are but one people, and have only one con- 
tiwny waa the reply; -yet we am constantly 
colonizing. Take, for instance, that rich district 
you passed through on your way to Atazatlan. 
Well, the whole of the people are to ho removed 
from that territory at an early date, and settled on 
another that has not been occupied for nearly five 
hundred years. Our people like this migration to 
new parts; they and also the animals and plants 
benefit by it." 

"How about the health of your great cities ? " I 
asked. 

" Cities are built only in localities known to be 
extremely healthy/' was the answer, " and on 
chosen sites. The principal portion of Atazatlan, 
for instance, is built on the bare rock, the soil 
used for gardening- and other purposes having linen 
carried to it; and then it is not an unusual thing 
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for us to shift the whole population of a city to . 
fresh Slte . Howerer," ho conned, "I i all ^ 
;7 hCrG iQ a little tima for Tehana, w hicU is 
the argest city in Neuroomia, and if yon choose, I 
■hall be happy to take you wit b me : you will l„ ra 
more by sight than by explanation. There are 
also other large cities, auch aa Sealaseala and 
Tacla, that you may find interesting to visit. 



CHAPTER H r . 

A GREAT POLAE CITY. 

At the appointed time, llaclatella and myself walked 

down to one of tho many jetties. Qu arriving 

there, lie remarked that wq were too early, as there 

was no boat alongside. I Had now an opportunity 

of seeing 1 the skipping of Atazatlan. The harbour 

was literally crowded with craft of all sizes, from 

the miniature boat to the huge vessel ; bub what I 

wondered afc most was the variety of shape and 

difference of speed they exhibited. Some were of 

very elegant build, but others again were almost 

round, and clumsy; as regards speed, there were 

many tkat shot through the waters, while others 

went so slowly that they scarcely appeared to move. 

Seeing no sign of steam, I inquired of llaclatella 

the nature of the motive power that sent them 

along. He replied that some were propelled by 

air, others by electricity, others by water, and a 

few by steam, while nearly the whole, I noticed. 
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were supply wiUl more or less ^ ^ 
ako advantage of the wind, when there happened 
*° be any. On looking to the opposite shore I 
actually saw what appeared to be a smalt flat hcld- 
°M with a number of hon.es and crowd, of people 
break off and nnt to B ™ t • , 

puc t0 eea - x was now, however 

getting accustomed to wonders; so I watched it till 
it got some distance away from the shore. 

Tlaclatella, now, seeing that I was interested, said 
it was one o£ their floating villages, aild was used 
for excursion purposes, and removing people, 
animals, and merchandise. I viewed it through my 
glass (one of the powerful glasses of Atazatlau), 
and could see that it was constructed on the raft 
principle, and that the decks were only a few feet 
above the surface of the water. 

I here remarked to my friend « that on this ac- 
count it must be useless in stormy weather." 

"Wo have no storms in Neurootnia," was the 
reply. "They expend their fury on the icefields 
and oceans beyond, but do not reach us here. We 
sometimes experience pretty sharp winds/' he went 
on, "hut not of sufficient violence to raffle the sea 
to any great extent." 

The launch now having come alongside the jetty, 
we stepped on board, and in a few minutes more 
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n f the stormleaa 

Noccal^n Sea in the direct ^ / d . 

This sea HackteJla informed me, wa 
, t .liable i^ «* connected only 

: t ; ^ vicinity of the icefields. A -tlan 
I, he ^-r the o^eond, and along lfc8 

shores were the largest cities of Weuroomxa 

On we sped, past harbours and cities; for the 
Dadoti, as the boat was called, ran direct from 
Atazatlan to Tehana. The air was clear, cold, and 
invigorating", and I wm in the highest spirits; in- 
deed, I felt twenty years younger than when I first 
came to Atazatlan, and at intervals viewed with 
innate pleasure the change for the better that was 
taking place in my countenance and figure, I was 
evidently getting younger in years and ideas, and 
my hopes were never brighter. The iron-grey hairs 
wore fast disappearing from, my head and beard, 
which were gradually resuming their youthful 
glossiness and former dark colour. Several of my 
acquaintances, including Louva herself, mentioned 
the change; and Uaclatella said that before very 
long I would not look like I did, but in all likeli- 
hood like a Neuroomiau at fifty. 

I have thought it just possible that, as I shall 
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reluctantly have to refer to myself frequently in 
tins and subsequent chapters (narrative is the word 

used in the original MS.), some d d sneaking, 

prejudiced and envious people of the Robinson type 
might be inclined to accuse me of egotism, i.e., it 
this diary should ever be found. All I have to say 
in defence against their malice is, that I am en- 
deavouring to follow the noble example set by tho 
gifted and honourable people of this continent, 
by speaking of things just as I found them, and 
relating events and incidents exactly as they 
occurred. 

We now .saw a great city in the distance, which 
I loarnod from my friend was Tehana, our destina- 
tion. It appeared to consist of domes and palaces, 
but what rivetted my attention most was what 
appeared to be a cloud of ever-changing rainbows 
above the centre of the city. I thought it the most 
beautiful phenomenon X had over beheld, and felt 
intensely interested ; indeed, for a time 1 saw 
nothing else. I looked towards Ilaclatella, but ho 
offered no explanation; so I tried to solve fcho 
mystery myself, and examined it through my glass, 
but all I could see was the ever-varying lovely 
colours intermingled with water and spray, I had 
noticed this patch of red, purple and crimson long 
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to make anything out of J*. 
HacI^elknowcameopby^s.d^a.ncUaul 

-I Sfi e that yon are pa*fad by the mass of 
colours overhanging the city, JJ 

I an^ared in the affirmative, and looked eagerly 
towards him for an explanation. 

"That/' he said, "is the Great Fountain of Te- 
] mn3j one of the wonders of Neuroomia. It marks 
the place of the Pole, the southern extremity of the 
world, and the culminating point of our planet." 

I did not utter a word, but felt much the same 
as when I first saw Ataaatlan. I thought for a 
moment of the tragic end of so many of our own 
great navigators in endeavouring to reach the oppo- 
site point — their ardour, hopes, fears, and despair. 

My friend, upon seeing that I was distressed, in- 
quired what was the matter. I then referred to 
the fate of some of the brave men we bad sent to 
the North. He here said that I would probably be 
requested, if willing, to give detailed accounts con- 
cerning this and other matters connected with tho 
great world I had left, during my stay in the city. 
He also informed me for the first time of the recep- 
tion I was about to receive from the people of 
Tehana. Jt was now well known throughout Neu- 
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roomie ho said, that I was from what to them was 
another world; and it wag abo believed that I 
would be able to set at rest the differences of opinion 
that had arisen from the scanty information they pos- 
sessed of fche regions beyond the icefields. He con- 
tinued that T was to be guest of the Governor, who 
was aware of the honr that the boat would arrive. 

The VadoH at this lime was gliding np at less 

than half speed to a wharf crowded with people. 

On landing, they made room for us, and Ilaclatella 

presented me to Yeyema, Governor of Tehana and 

the State of Zenoria. He welcomed me, on behalf 

of the people, to Tehana, treating me a fc the same 

time with great courtesy and respect. I could see 

that my friend was well known to a large number 

of those present, and that, he and the Governor 

were on intimate terms. I was now introduced to 

many others, and after some little conversation, 

Yeyerna suggested that we should make a start for 

his residence; so wo walked a short distance to 

where a large and luxurious-looking vehicle was 

standing : it had sis wheels on either side, and one 

in front. Several persons, probably between twenty 

and thirty, got into it, then the man in front 

pushed his handle, and it moved off at a good round 

pace. 
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,, j. « w e proceed 
Some one be. -«"« *£ . wter v ieW 

„frtPoitv whereupon tie speeu 

of tie city, » F . u the direch011 

aB d, fit ray own request 
of the Great Fountain. 

1 city ** was circular in fonn, and very 
different^ Ataman; ifc-s ere. mare beautx. 

fnl than the Mm; and I thought the daogn better. 
The buildings, however, were of the same substan- 
tial character, constructed of polished stone of dif- 
ferent colours, the front in all cases having porticos 
supported by pilars of different stone, and a pro- 
fusion of ornamental work at the top. Tkoy sel- 
dom exceeded three storeys in height, and were of 
circular, ova], or oblong shape, I understood also 
that the interior agreed with the exterior in form, 
and was informed that there "was not an anglo to 
be found in the city. The circular streets were 
crossed by others which ran from the outskirts 
towards the centre, terminating near one another 
in the large round open space that surrounded the 
fountain , from which the ground rose very gradu- 
ally, so that the outer edifices were not eclipsed by 
those nearer the centre. 

After driving some distance, and round one of 
the circular streets, wo entered the park-like space, 
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in the middle of which was the Great Fountain 
or rath,, fountains, for I now discovered there 
were many. Hero a panorama burst npon my 
view that neither time, events, no, Bojourn else- 
whero is ever likely to efface from my memory. 
Here indeed wag the Pole itself,-not a frozen waste, 
nor a frozen sea, but a great fountain, more boao- 
tiful than it would be possible for my imagination 
to contemplate— the centre of a great aud popu- 
lous city, itself the largest in a benignant conti- 
nent, inhabited by a just, loving, and generous 
people. Yes, indeed, the South Pole itself f and J, 
Captain Periwinkle, of the whaling ship Penguin, 
was destined to be the first human being from our 
own great world to see it. 

Wo now stepped from the vehicle, and* I gazed 
long in amazement at the scene before me. The 
Groat Fountain in tho centre rose to the height of 
about five hundred feet, and sent its waters, which 
descended in the form of a circular cataract, fully 
two hundred feet higher. Just above the first falls, 
and resting ou the central portion of the column 
which projected, was an enormous globe, from tho 
top of which ascended another and smaller column, 
that sent up several streams of water from its 
basin-like top, one going from the centre to a great 



60 K^BOOKIA : A W.W CONTENT. 

, tItpsa streams par- 

felly encircled tho globe and teu 

- x „+ thn whole, notwithstanding 

above the first cataract, the wiioi , 

the^tvokroe of water, deacendmg to the lake 

beflea th in the form of spray. The globe repre- 

gen ted our earth, and I fancied that I conld see 

between the streams of falling water the outlines of 

the continents and oceans, with some of the larger 

islands, traced upon it by means of prominences 

and depressions. 

This great fountain was surrounded by smaller 

ones (yet themselves of great height), supporting 

other globes representing the moon and larger 

planets. The whole of the fountains were made of 

gold, hardened by some other non-corrosive metal, 

and the beautiful lake beneath was inhabited by 

many kinds of aquatic birds that were now to me. 

It was dotted here and there with small islets, and 

fishes of various forms, and gaudy colours might 

bo seen swimming about in the clear water. The 

ornamental fence that enclosed the lake was of 

solid gold, as was also the outer fence enclosing 

the open space that surrounded it, This ground 

was laid out with flowers, shrubs, and small trees, 

and divided into numerous plots by winding 

avenues. The rainbows were caused by the sun 
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fining on the spray, imd the streamg ^ ^ 
-g^ that the colours kept changing as the sun 
changed his position in the heavens. 

I »ow understood why Tehana was circular, and 

sidored that, owing to its Biogalar position, it should 
be emblematical of the Wi of our world. 

After remaining for some time in this beautiful 
place, we returned to the vehicle, and made a fresh 
start for the Governor's residence. 

As in Atazatlan, only one side of the street- 
the outer one-was used for business purposes, the 
porticos of the houses on the opposite side having 
the appearance of conservatories of flowering 
plants and creepers. 

I made inquiries concerning the Great Fountain, 
and was told by Yevema that it had been built 
many centuries, and that the water which supplied 
it came from a lake high up in the neighbouring 
mountains. 

Ho also remarked that so complete were the 
designs of the channel of communication, and so 
perfect the materials used in its construction, that 
for generations it had not been found necessary to 
effect repairs or interfere with it in any way. 
i or the first time in Neuroomia I now saw boys 



e2 m0 BOO«u:.Arawco«rra«OT. 

. , A ;„ . few oases -en sad «°™°> 
nml gll . l8 , and n .few ^^ tbe 

riding on grn.cefel-tal.n,, 

did not appear to aave «■ ^ 

ft. n^i- .o purt ■»* which I understood 
to ba tbe residence of a legislator. Yoyema 
stepped out, and informed me that he had business 
I 1C re ; which would probably detain him for some littlo 
time, and that I could accompany him if I chose. 

However, I preferred waiting, everything being so 
glorious outside. I came down and walked a little 
distance along the porticos (the others remaining 
in the vehicle), when I met a very attractable look- 
ing young lady, accompanied by a lad, probably 
her brother, riding in the opposite direction. They 
stopped, however, and dismounted only a few doora 
from where I was standing, and, letting the animals 
go, were about to enter one of the buildings. I 
felt curious, and thought I would like to have a 
ride on one of these new " mokes," So I stepped 
up to the boy, and inquired if I could have a 
"spin" on the animal close by. He readily con- 
sented, stating the time when he would again re- 
quire the beast. I mounted with little difficulty, 
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-ci started hi m off aloIlg the ^ ^ ^ ^ 
getting ore r the ground, however, aa rapidly as T 

d6ai ^- I jerked Hs head iu order to ma kehi m 
go foster a p erfomaneej a was pla . uj ^ d . d QQfc 

"**- ^Uthadta e6ffecbIliaaaaticipatedjfor 
ho went along much more ^Aty, ^ ^ ^ ^ 
time at a peculiar dating pace that jerked me ter- 
ribly; so I had another pull at his bead. This 
time, however, he made a hound to the one side 
that almost shook the liver out of me. I now got 
impatient, and kicked him on the ribs with my 
keels, wondering if he were used to spurs. He 
now went along with lightning 3pee d for a little 
distance, thou stopped all at once. I was, how- 
ever, prepared for this manoeuvre on his part, and 
did not go over his head. He appeared somewhat 
disappointed at this, for he made a strange snorting 
noise., and went very quickly backward by a series 
of leaps, which I knew would impair my digestion. 

However, I did not loose my balance, and felt all 
the more confident that T could master him, so I 
gave his head a few more jerks and his ribs a few 
more kicks, in order to persuade him into submis- 
sion; bnt he did not appear to be inclined that 
way, for lie sprang first forward, then sideways, and 
went along at a bopping pace that punished me 
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appeared to have already cha^ 
suddenly went down on his ^eea. 

back till my head touched Id, rump, keeping a 
the retime my Jegs. well up, in c a3 eLem lg M 

throw himself over on hi, side; bub this appears not 
to Lave been his game, for, almost immediately his 
kneea touched the ground, he sprang back clean 
from under me/ and at the same time gave me a 
dig in the back with Lis horns, which afterwards 
cansed me considerable pain and inconvenience, 

When I recovered consciousness, I found myself 
lying in a bed on a large and well-ventilated 
room. The fresh air streamed in through the open 
windows, and I felt aa if it were giving me "new 
life. But where was I ? The room and surround- 
ings were strange to me, 

I thought of the Penguin, Louva and Atazatlan. 
Then there was a young lady in the room; bufc not 
Louva, for she was a blonde, her beautiful golden 
hair waving hi tresses over h er shoulders. I looked 
into the kind and handsome faco, and knew that I 
could not have seen it before. I was about to 
attempt to speak, when eho came near, and said, in 
a sweet voice, "You are still very weak, Captain 
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Periwinkle, and s h„ nId tFy to Tem ^ & 

longer I am gMto ^ 

danger," 

Immediately T heard my own name, everything 
crowded back to my memory in au ^ 

with a sadden effort I raised my head. Howevei- 
I felt weak, and had to let it fall again on the 
pillow, feeling at the same time a sharp, shooW 
pain m my back. I now felt ^ ^^ ^ 
asked for a drink of water, and in doing so f e lfc 
it a difficult matter to speak. She filled a smaU 
vessel from a jog on the table, and handed it to me. 
On tasting it, I found it was not water, for which I 
longed. However, it allayed my thirst, and I felt 
better. 

I hereupon inquired where I was? She an- 
swered that this was Yeyema the Governor's 
house, and in reply to further inquiries said that I 
bad been ill for a long time, and suffered from 
fever. However, that I bad better try to sleep, 
and that she would leave me in the meantime, as 
she was anxious to be the first to convey the wel- 
come tidings of my recovery to her father, the 
Governor. Saying this, she smiled and withdrew. 
I felt interested in her, but again feeling exhausted, 
I turned over on my side, and fell asleep. I slept 



F 
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Ion. and soundly, and on waking, Mb ^rongBv 
The young lady was sitting « ^ roora ' "^ 
However, when she saw that I was awake, she put 
down her book and inquired if I felt better. I an- 
swered in the affirmative. She then mixed up a 
drink, which I swallowed at one draught, 

She now left the room, and returned almost im- 
mediately with some fruit and light food, where- 
upon I managed to sit up. However, I noticed 
that my Bands and arms were considerably 
Dhanged, and wondered wbat my face would be 
like. So I inquired for a looking-glass. This she 
brought, though somewhat reluctantly. It was 
fixed on a stand, and she assisted me to hold it in 
front of m? face. Yes, indeed, it was myself, but 
only a shadow of the former Periwinkle, But my 
beard ! Where was my beard ? I must have been 
shaved. Passing my hand over my chin and 
upper lip in search of the stubble was the work of 
a moment. But, alaa ! there was none. My beard, 
that Louva prized so much, was gone. Then a hor- 
rible thought struck me. I saw no hairs project- 
"* f™m beneath tho bandage that covered my 
bad, so I ma d e an attempt to tear ifc off, but was 
prohibited by the young lady, who reminded mo 
that senous consequences might follow my rash. 
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-t ye q ,, te healed . t ihm d . ved - 

beneath the bandage in fronfc< / a » * 

even a few words. I now felt ^^ ^ f 
agam, and thought there must be someth{ J 
witi. my mouth; so I felt the gu ms wifch my tong ^ 
but they were quite smooth. I then tried thorn 
with my finger, but there was not a tooth loft. 

I thought for a moment, then moved my f eetj to 
make sure they too were not gone. 

The image of the beast that gave me the fall 
now presented itself to my mind, and I wa3 up 
again at once, and mad with rago. How I longed 
for my six-shooter, to put a bullet .through him ! 
Oh ! if I could only find him ! 

A man now (a stranger to me) appeared at the 
door with a bottle in his hand; he advanced to- 
wards the table without uttering a word, poured a 
small quantity of the contents of his bottle in a 
vessel resembling a spoon. This he held right up 
against my mouth, and then looked at me in what 
I thought a very determined manner. I scarcely 
knew what to do. However, I opened my mouth 
mechanically, and down it went. I got relief 
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i i knt xhe was gone, so 1 
about for tlie young lady; but she fo ■ 

i r =u i--hjg.fi I felt influenced 
Le^an to consider, and confess that 

Jl s,u-n of devilment at « 7 own ludicrous posi- 
t L Here was I, toothless beardless, W«i, 
BB d dangerously wounded, with a fever thrown » 
b 7 way of an additional luxury. I fancied there 
was something comical about the situation, and 
felt so amused that I had a quiet chuckle to myself 
over the matter. 

After a time the door opened, and the young 
lady entered the room, looking-, I thought, more 
lovely than ever. She approached my bedside, and 
said that I should endeavour to bo cheerful, for Dr. 
Exelexeto was of the opinion that, notwithstanding 
my weakness, I should speedily recover, but that 
it would be necessary for me to remain quiet and 
avoid excitement of every kind till I got stronger. 

I then began to thank her for her kindness to 
me during my illness. She replied that she was 
amply rewarded for any little trouble that she might 
have taken, by seeing me make such progress to- 
wards convalescence. I learnt that her name was 
Vandalia, and tried to keep up a conversation with 
her in a stammering way. She told me that I was 
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brought to the house stunned ami senseless, and 
after a little time that a fever had set in, which 
took such a thorough hold of my system, that Dr. 
Exelexeto (the man who gave me the medicine) was 
for a time afraid that it would baffle his still 
Daring this time she said that I raved frequently. 
I asked her if I mentioned any names. 

She said " Yes ! that she thought I mentioned 
several, but could at present only remember the 
words, < Sydney/ f Theatre Royal.' 

I then inquired if any one had called to see me 
during my illness, 

Sho answered in the affirmative, and said that 
a young lady, named Louva, flew across the sea 
from Atazatlan, and remained for some time. 

" During which period of my illness was this ? " 
I asked. 

" Just after I had lost my hair and beard," was 
the response. 

"Horrible!" I thought, and was beginning to 
feel uneasy, when the doctor himself entered the 
room, and the young lady withdrew. He appeared 
to bo a genial, jovial, good-natured sort of fellow, 
and, after giving me a dose of his medicine, said 
he had several flamllaSj if at any time I should 
feel inclined for another ride. 
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I cursed the flanillas in nautical language, and 

made inquiries about my wounds. 
He saidl had one en the back of my bead, 

caused by the faH, aud another io -y back made 
by the annual', horns; but that tbcy would soon 
be healed. He then inquired bow I came to grief, 
and I gave him an account of my first ride in 
jVeurooaiia. 

He said that I had acted altogether wrong. If 
I wanted the animal to go faster, I should have 
pinched his left ear; if slowly, I should have 
scratched his near flank; and if I wished to bring 
him to a halt at once, all I had to do was to 
squeeze the back of his neck with my finger and 
thumb; but they were, he continued, generally 
broken in and used by boys, who had various ways 
of making themselves understood to them. How- 
ever, he had certainly never heard of the treatment 
I had adopted, and said that flanillas were not 
vicious, and that I must have frightened the animal 
out of his reckoning by my capers; whereupon I 
told him that with us horses were beaten and 
spurred. He then asked if the horse by nature 
was a very fierce animal. I replied in the nega- 
tive. He said he did not know enough about 
horses to pass an opinion concerning the wisdom 
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of striking them with sticks, but that to him the 
practice of sticking spikes of metal Into the flesh 
of dumb animals, that were willing and could be 
twined to do their utmost for man, appeared, to 
say the least of it, senseless and cruel, 

"However," he went on, »I suppos6 that ym 
are getting tired, 80 I shall leave you to Vandalia. 
Charming young lady that, eh ! Just the kind of 
girl I should like to nurse me if I were sick. Pity 
your friend from Atazatlan was allowed to see you ! 
I was away at the time, otherwise she would have 
been spared the trial of seeing you at a disadvan- 
tage; however, she will be glad to hear of your 
prospects of recovery. Ah ! your food ; what about 
your food ? Why, you have not ycfc tasted the last 
that was sent in ! You have no teeth ! Well, in 
the meantime you must do the best you can without 
them, and live somehow. Terrible fever, that, to 
have left you so bare ! Never knew any one to 
have it so bad before; something peculiar in the" 
system. Might benefit by it iu the end. What 
did you say ? Is it common in Neuroornia ? No ! 
Almost unknown here. Now for your medicine. 
Here f swallow this. That's right,' — head a little 
this way. Be still. Don't disturb yourself. Will 
look in again." Aud the doctor was gone, 
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Daring the whole time Jie was with me he kept 
„p fl conversation by a series of disjointed phrases 
au d broken nnfaM, and I subsequently learned 
that this was bis only mode of speech. 

Yandalia now entered the r-pom with some food, 
of which I partook. She said that she was glad 
to learn from the doctor that I was mending, and 
hoped I would soon be able to rise. Saying this, 
she retired, and in a little time returned with a 
collection of various articles, including photo- 
graphs, drawings, pictures, fancy-work, and a few 
booka. She wished me to examine the drawings, 
which she had executed herself; they represented 
rare scenery, birds, trees, and flowers, and were, 
indeed, splendidly done. As for the fancy-work, 
jfc was beautiful and intricate, and to me appeared 
to be the work of a genius. 

I hereupon made inquiries about the occupations 

of women in Neuroomia. She said that, besides 

being housekeepers, etc., they were poeLs, writers, 

journalists, doctors, musicians, and actresses; that 

they also did outside work, as a certain amount 

of outdoor exorcise was considered essential to 

good health; that many were experts at cultivating 

sbrubs, plants, and flowers, and that those living 

Dear the sea and lakes could fish, row, and 



swim. 
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I! tHa P ° htlCS ™ be ^ the sphere o£ women- 
-d a 3 or fillip i mportant offic them 

■W- plenty able meu ^ to ^^ 
people and make Jaw,. Farther, that in the occu- 
pations she had already mentioned, she was of the 
opinion that women had a very wide field for the 
exercise of their varied tastes and talents." 

"Have you any societies for advocate 'Women's 
Rights'?" I asked. 

ct No ! " was the answer. » We have no societies 
of any kind in Neuroomia, for we have no use for 
thorn/' She continued, "The women are respected 
and highly esteemed by the men, and they have 
as much liberty as they choose; but of course 
they are always very careful not to abuse that 
liberty/' 

We now discussed the divorce laws. She said 
that, although it was a very easy matter to get a 
divorce in ETeurooima,; yet during- the last five hun- 
dred years there was only one applicant. She 
went on, that husbands and wives loved one an- 
other with a love which, as a general rule, grew 
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Thev also loved their 
stronger as time wore on. They 

, ■ u.*, nrxl their surroundings. 

childi-en, their country, and tneir 

7 t fnr the first time > thatj notm6h- 
I now learnt tor tne i" ftU 

i.i„ «.»a/>f<iVfl.l character of the 
standing the apparently practical 

people, life in Nenroomi* wtf surrounded by a 
perpetual halo of dreamy, poetic, and romantic 
influences, which were highly favourable to the 
propagation of noble ideas and congenial to love. 
AparHrom the soothing nature of a climate which 
burning summers and severe winters know not, 
every locality had its legends and traditions, some 
of them, indeed, very old, and handed down from 
pre-historic times, yet nevertheless interesting; 
many, on account of their stretch of imagination ; 
others, for the morals they contained ; others, 
again, for giving an insight, however slight, into 
the manners and customs of generations now al- 
most lost in the twilight of time. 

Here Vandalia gave me a sketch of her own 
life. She was the eldest of the family, and was 
born twenty-four years ago, on a farm in the 
mountains near Tehana. Her father at that time 
reared herds of olgommeras and fianillas ; also cul- 
tivated the ground, and grew grain and fruits. 
Their house was in a picturesque neighbourhood, 
on the slope of a hill, just above a rapid stream 
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™ "1° ""**** — » Ambled 

Here 1 T ^^ " * ** t0 the «*■ 

%* ^ 3 of ^ildhood and early girlhood 

a poel lc and mieventful ffiannerj b ^ ^ 

them a memory that sh6 wouia cW . 8h tm ae 
BBd. She wandered with her p[ aymates aW fte 
running strewn or through wood, of blossoming 
trees. Of course, even at this time, her life was 
not all play, for she had to assist her mother with 
her daily duties, and attend to the tasks of her 
tutor— a lady relation of hor mother. 
I presumed she had a lover. 

Yes ! sho had a lover, and one that made her 
existence a round of constant happiness; but an 
event occurred in her seventeenth year which threw 
an immovable cloud over the future. On one 
occasion, while walking along the bank of the 
river, which was swollen by the early summer 
rains, they noticed a bunch of rare blossom on a 
tree overhanging the stream. He said that he would 
secure them for her, and this was not an unusual 
thing for him to do. Still, she felt a cold chill 
pass over her, as if some evil wore impending, and 
became alarmed for his safety. She entreated him 
not to go, but he was already out on the branch, 
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W^.»i Tt*»avinff heart sne 
watched Li. approach the blossom. He stretched 
out his hand, and it was almost within H» gn-p, 
wue n the branch gave *ay. He fell, Btffl dinging 
to the broken limb, and though he was a good 
swimmer, never came to the snrface again. 
Did she try to save Lim ? 

Of course she tried to save him, plunging in at 
once and diving for hini, but was herself carried 
away by the torrent, and in the end rescued by a 
man who saw her descending with the stream. 
Tin's he did at the risk of his own life, for she 
was only a little distance above a precipice when 
he first beheld her. 

Soon afterwards her father became a legislator, 
and they removed to Tehana, where for the nest 
four years she attended one of the State schools — 
all the schools in Neuroomia being supported and 
controlled by the State— to complete her educa- 
tion. Since her father became governor, they bad 
a great many visitors, and attended many gather- 
ings; yet she pined for her lost lover and mountain 
home. 

I felt deeply interested in this sad, beautiful girl, 
and was inclined to say words of comfort; but she 
resumed, that it was tune I had another sleep ; then, 
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of a weet f acB ana gok]en ^ ^ 

' " Hb *™'I«» ^benefited by it 

a*d thought that I would like to get up 

1 should here state that the l QBg day iQ Nea 
room,a U divided, like that of our own, into f rac 
tions, for the sake of convenience, aud these are 
indicated with great accuracy by their timepiece, 

I now began to wonder how long Vaudalia would 
be absent, when tbe door opened, and Dr. Exelexeto 
mado his appearance. 

"Ah ! awake cgain ! Looking well, though. 
Just as I expected. Let me feel your neck. Fever 
nearly gone. Must give you an overhauling, 
though. Swallow this.' 3 

"How about my hair, doctor?" T interjected. 
" Will it ever grow again ? " 

" How old are you 1 " ho demanded. 
"I was fifty." 

" Fifty, eh ! ,J he exclaimed. " Why, I thought 
by your appearance that you must at least be one 
hundred and fifty ! Why, yon are only a boy yet, ! 
Grow? Yes; I haven't the least doubt it will, 
and your eyebrows and eyelashes too." 
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This was indeed oonsoling, and I believe did me 
more good than his medicine. 

He now began to examine, me and take ofl the 
bandages. When ho had uncovered my head, ho 
got a glass and brought it to me. 
"Here/ 5 he said, "look for yourself. I know 

you are vain." 
I grasped ifc eagerly, and could see a few dark 

hairs making their appearance on my smooth crown. 

I nest looked for the eyebrows and oyelashes— 

they were just beginning to grow. 

" That'll do" he said, taking the glass away. 

"I shall have a look at your wounds. Hold your 
head well dowu : it won't drop off. Yes, very satis- 
factory indeed — nearly healed. How for your back., 
2io ! that will not do. Lie flat on your chest. 
Had a narrow escape. Bad place , very close to 
the spine. Soon be all right. That'll do. Need 
not cover your head up again. Give the hair room 
to grow. Visitors anxious to see you. Fourteen 
newspaper reporters called little while ago. Sent 
them all away. Made inquiries about your health. 
Several paragraphs about you in Tehana journals. 
Soon be a new man. Better than before." 
" Will I get m y teeth again, doctor ? " I asked. 
"Yes, my lad," was the response, "better than 
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thelMfc-pearly white ones this time. Those you 
lost terribly discoloured. Eafc more food. Will 
We you to the young lady s she'll look after you 
Very patient girl." 

The door now opened, and the doctor dis- 
appeared. 

I was alone, and felt extremely happy. Yes ! 
the doctor was right-I should be a new man at no 
distant date : new hair, new beard, eyebrow, and 
eyelashes. This was indeed benefitting by the 
change. If ever I went back to Australia, how I 
should surprise my friends ! Of course they would 
not know me, but then there were several little 
incidents, etc., etc., by which I could prove to them 
that I was the real Periwinkle. Did I hear foot- 
steps ? Y CSj I was right. It was Yandalia. How 
boaatiful she looked aa she entered the room ! 

She approached and said she had brought some 
food that the doctor had recommended, and was 
pleased to see mo in such high spirits. 

Here I related the good news the doctor gave 



me. 



Sho said that recently I had changed for the 
better wonderfully. 

We now talked of Dr. Eselexefco. She said that 
although he was eccentric, and at times inclined to 
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path;sed wilh «, p* B t B , J*, that h. wa. JO " 

L«a to b, o,» ot a. .iw Ply--' - 

TehBM . She »ow »M - « I WJ - 
rM d I aae-ered iu «.e *.*'•. ^J in S that 
.tagW T «uld like to see the late ""H"* 

i i- ow-tp ind soon returned with 

whereupon she went away ana 

an arm fu1, which she placed on the table, and 
began to sort, saying that she was selecting those 
containing paragraphs concerning myself. She 
also remarked that very probably many of those 
she laid aside>ntained references to me, as she as 
yet had found time only to look over them in a 
casual manner. I begged her to read the passages 
aloud, for I loved to listen to her sweet voice. 

She began — " The Journal Debanabanna : ' It 
gives us extreme pleasure to be able to announce 
a wonderful improvement in the health of Captain 
Periwinkle, who, as our readers are already aware, 
came to our shores from the Great Divisions of 
land lying beyond the icefields. We say divisions, 
for we understand that Captain Periwinkle has 
travelled extensively, having actually circumnavi- 
gated our planet on more than one occasion, a 
privilege, by the way, not extended to up, on account 
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of our isolation. That we, however, derive many 
advantages f rora our War ^.^ ^ J 

V1Slt ° r Wlf is P-P--d to admit , for it wouM 
appear that the relations existing between the 
great nations in other parts of the world have not 
proved by long- acquaintance, as they are pre- 
pared, on the slightest provocation, real or i ma . 
gmed, to plunder one another, and destroy human 
life in the most reckless manner. It would he 
superfluous fco comment on the bravery of the man 
who has survived the dangers and difficulties in- 
volved in a journey to onr territory. The rery fact 
of his appearance in our midst is of itself sufficient 
proof that Captain Periwinkle is no ordinary 
mortal/ The Journal Bdambalce : ( The citizens of 
Tehaua will bo glad to learn of the rapid approach 
of Captain Periwinkle towards convalescence. As 
he is the first human being from die great un- 
known regions, as far as we know, that ever set 
foot in Neuroomia, wo need scarcely state that he 
ia a most welcome visitor to our shores.' The 
Journal Zenara: ' Undoubtedly tho greatest event 
of this summer ia tho meteorlike appearance in 
our midst of a real live member of our own species, 
from some remote, and to us unknown, part of this 
world. As Captain Periwinkle did not giv T e timely 



Q 



8 o NB i;EOOMIA: AWWOMIIBBW. 

, -i •■**.+« fJiis Continent, the 
notice of Us iatendoi v,».t to ft. 

GovOTm en t at Atasatta « re -* '^ „ as 

- j ^ if mid ears tnai; iiw " tl 
„ m,,rw reception; indeed, it app>- 
a fitting iceepL , President, 

some ]i t fcle time m the city before _ 

wBo was absent at the time of his am a I wa 

^.rffl* fact, and then it w- *Ad «- 
r.a 3 e W ed in the .tody of our language, and 

ffijg ht not care to be disturbed. During hi, so- 
journ inAWlan, Captain Periwinkle did not in 
anJ way attempt to make himself known to the 
Government or pubhV; on the contrary, ho con- 
ducted himself with a modesty and reserve, fre- 
quently indicative of eminent qualities of mind and 
body, On Lis arrival in Tebana, be became the 
guest of the Governor ; but unfortunately, owing to 
an accident already referred to in this journal, ho 
was unable to be present at the intended official 
reception, However, wo are happy to be in a 
position to state that he has almost completely re- 
covered, and, notwithstanding his recent illness, 
there are palpable signs that Captain Periwinkle 
will eventually benefit immensely by the change of 
climate, We are only expressing the sentiment of 
the nation when we accord him a hearty welcome 
to our Continent and City, and trust that he will 
be sufficiently restored to bealth to attend the 
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President's Ball and other gatherings during the 
falls/' 

When she laid down the last journal, I indeed 
felt as if I could get up, and although I said no- 
thing to that effect, it appears that sho surmised 
my intentions, and said she was glad to think 
that I was getting so strong, but at the same time 
thought it would bo inadvisable to attempt to rise 
before the arrival of the doctor. Saying this, sho 
departed, and in a period equal to a few of our 
minutes, Dr. Exeloxeto, for whom I felt a sincere 
regard from the first, was by my aide. 

"Hallo! what's the matter? Don't go out 
tlrrough the window. Might get another fall." 

I here interrupted him by saying that I felt sure 
I was strong enough to get up. 

r( Very good sign. Very good sign/ 3 was the 
response, " (jive me your hand. Yes, yon may 
get up. No medicine this time. Newspaper para- 
graphs sufficient. Go to the balcony overlooking 
tho garden." 

"Will my hair be grown sufficiently to attend 
the President's Ball in Ataaatlan ? " I inquired, 

" Quite long enough. Some time yet. Will help 
it along." 

" Do you know two young ladios in Atazatlan 
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named Estas and Arizenda, sisters of Banyaba ? 

T inquired. 

-Yes! Have not im them for a long time. 
Do not care much for tiem-too masculine." 

"Have you any idea if they will be at the 
President's Bali ? " I further queried. 

"Cannot say," was the answer. "Think not 
Do not mis much in society. Brother very popular, 
though/' 

I was pleased at this last piece of intelligence, 
for I was not anxioua to meet them again. 

"They could not be taken as true samples of 
the Atazatlan young ladies/' I remarked. 

" By no means/' he responded, " Too matter-of- 
fact. Early education and training partially neg- 
lected. Some good qualities, though. Will see you 
again/' and the doctor was gone. 

I now got up, and had nearly finished dressing 
when Teyema entered the room. He congratu- 
lated me on my recovery, and said I looked well. 
When I had finished dressing, he suggested that we 
should go to the balcony • and as it was on the 
same floor as my room, I reached it with little 
effort. Yeyema also took a seat there, and began 
to relate how they had found me after the accident. 
It app ears that he did not remain long with the 
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legislator, and on his return to the vehicle, asked 
as to n Jy whereabouts. They told him i had walked 
a little distance along the street, then mounted a 
flanilla, and proceeded farther in the same direction, 
and that if they followed, doubtless they would 
meet we coming back. 

"We did not go far, however/' he continued, 
" when wo met the flanilla coming back riderless' 
I conjectured that you might have got a fall, so 
we proceeded at full speed till we saw you. You 
were lying on your back, senseless of course, be- 
side two pools of blood, and apparently dead." 

Vandalia now returned, bringing ns some fresh 
fruit, but did not remain long. 

I found the balcony a charming place, and the 
garden below appeared to be well supplied with 
fruits and flowers. I made some reference to the 
President's Ball. He said it was held annually, and 
was the general signal for the commencement of 
the Pall Holidays, which lasted about three months, 
i.e. till the sun disappeared below the horizon. 
" You have long holidays," I interjected. 
" Yes," was the reply. " Formerly they were 
not so long. However, we find that the country is 
just as prosperous (generally believed to bo more 
so) as it was during the period referred to. When 



SO 
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the faff!*, are over, the people work *rfh rented 

euerg v, and fo, a time probably logger _W 

Tha tree cause of the length-of our holiday ib that 

the fall with us is not a busy time. The harvesting 

is over, and little remains to be done till the sun 

has seti and in some instances for some time after. 

It is during the succeeding period of twilight that 

the ground is prepared and the seed sown lor the 

following year." 

< ( Then it is not too dark to work," I remarked. 

"No/ 3 was the reply; "this period is the work- 

jcg season in Neuroomia— the busy time of our 

year, Then the mines and manufactories of various 

kinds are working full time — deducting, of course, 

the intervals set apart for eating and sleeping. 

Then the roads and metal lines are improved and 

fresh ones commenced;, ships are built, schools are 

in operation, and learned men at their duties. 

Then, too, our Parliament commences its sittings, 

writers and poets repair to their studios, and 

nearly all the places of amusement are closed. Of 

course there are certain occupations that must be 

carried on uninterruptedly, but that difficulty is 

got over by our relieving system." 

"Does the Government, then, fix the hours of 
labour ? ■" I i a quired. 
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"Noj certainly nofc/ J was the answer; "that 
would be interfering with the liberty of the indi- 
vidual. In Neuroornia, throughout the year, any 
one may work whenever it suits him, and as long 
as ho pleases, ,J 

fr How about the paid servants of the State ?' J 
I ashed. 

" They, of course/' was the answer, "have speci- 
fied hours, like those employed by private enter- 
prise; but they have perfect liberty to quit the 
service whenever it suits them, and enter it again 
whenever they choose." 

" Yon have no unemployed, then ? " I said. 

" No," was tho reply. < f The State undertakes 
to find employment for all who seek it." 

"Not as overseers and high officials?" I re- 
marked. 

" KOj certainly net/' was the response ; " bat 
as labourers on reproductive works. We have 
Government mines,, manufactories, farms, ships, 
and the Government lias also charge of all tho 
roads and metal lines." 

" And is tho Government able at all times to 
absorb all tho available labour without loss or dis- 
advantage to the country ? M 

" Yes, On tho contrary, the industries men- 
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tioned are worked at a profit to the State," was 
the reply. "In some instances/' he continued, 
« works have to be temporarily suspended, or fewer 
hands employed, owing to private enterprise hold- 
ing out greater inducements to employes than the 
Government. " 

"The State, then, competes with private enter- 
prise ? " I interjected. 

"It might appear so at first/' was the answer; 
'■'yet that can hardly be said to be the case. For 
the remuneration paid by the Government to its 
employes is always slightly less than that paid by 
private enterprise for similar work. There are also 
cases where State industries have to cease opera- 
tions owing to the supply of the articles produced 
becoming greater than the demand. But, of 
course/' he continued, "private industries are also 
influenced by this law of supply and demand in a 
like manner." He went on, "Hitherto we have 
been speaking of the law of supply and demand 
m regard to commodities (influenced, of course, 
by consumption) ; but the supply and demand of 
labour is not only influenced, but to a large ex- 
tent regulated, by our land laws and many other 
conditions. For instance, no man under thirty can 
obtain a lease of land from the Government; so 
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that the great bulk of those employed by the State 
on salaries, and by private enterprise as well, are 
under that age. The majority of them, on reach- 
ing thirty, or a greater age, withdraw from the 
service, obtain land, settle down, and make homes 
for themselves, many of them afterwards becom- 
ing representatives of the people and filling high 
offices." 

I now heard footsteps approaching, and Dr. 
Exelexeto appeared on the scene. 

" Talking politics, eh ! Not good for you yefc,— 
might affect the growth of your hair. Something 
more cheerful. Chat with a young lady. What do 
you say, Governor?" turning to Yeyema. Thee, 
without waiting for a reply, continued, " Have been 
to Tehana. Monster excursion in preparation." 

"Have you many patients now, doctor?" in- 
quired the Governor. 

"No," was the quick response; "only two. 
They nearly well; approaching gatherings curing 
them— city getting a holiday appearance— work- 
shops already closing-long holidays this year— 
don't stay up too long— must be going— have to 
attend a meeting," and the doctor disappeared as 
suddenly as he came. 

He was scarcely gone, however, when Vandalia 
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M ***** >— * te **" " 

therewef6 vigors in thereon .corn wafcng 
to aee him. There wu a letter for me £r om 
Ilaclatella, bat not a word from Louva Th xs 
anno ™d mo much. On opening the letter, I found 
that it was very short, but extremely kind. Among 
other things, IJaclatella congratulated me on my 
speedy recovery, and hoped that I would enjoy my 
stay in Teh ana. 

Yeyeina now took his leave, and Vandalia re- 
mained with me. I asked her if she had yet heard 
of the monster expedition the doctor referred to. 

"Yes, she had heard of it. They were fitting 
up the Darondoro, one of their floating villages, 
for a trip to Scalascala, the city nearest the ice- 
fields, and in the volcanic territory. a However,' 1 
she continaed, ff ifc would probably not leave Tcliana 
till after the Presidents Ball, for there were sel- 
dom many important excursions before that event. 
I asked her if she were going to attend the ball. 
She said, yes, that she would bo attending all the 
important gatherings in Neurooniia during the 
falls; that she usually went with her father, and 
expected that they would be kept going almost 
constantly, as it was believed there would be an 
unusually gay season this year. I was glad of 
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this, and passed my baud quickly over my head. 
She went on, that I was fortunate to have re- 
covered so soon, for she knew that that there 
were more invitations to gatherings in store for 
me than I could possibly attend. However, she 
believed that I would be able to enjoy myself, and 
see a lot of Neuroomia and its people. She here 
suggested, if I felt inclined to walk, « that we go 
round the balcony to the front of: the house." Of 
courso I consented, and behold a scene that was 
pleasing in the highest degree, for YeyenuVs house 
was situated on a high hill overlooking the sea 
and adjacent territory. I could now see that 
Tehana was built on the head of a promontory that 
went some distance out into the water, out of 
which tho tops of the hills rose, mauy of them to 
a great height, forming precipitous islets, very 
rugged, but, at tho same time, very picturesque. 
There was the great city itself, with its circular 
streets, gently rising amid the foliage in tho form 
of terraces, and the glorious Polar Fountain, with 
its everlasting rainbows in the centre. I gazed for 
some time at this picture, then said that I thought 
it even, more lovely than Atazathm and its sur- 
roundings. 

"Yes," she answered, "Tehana is not only the 



92 NEUROOMIA : A NEW CONTINENT, 

greatest, but is also considered to be the most 
beautiful city in Nearoomia." 

I wondered why it wu not the capital. She 
said this was principally owing to a legend of 
Atazatlan, and also to the fact that the latter had 
been the first and only capital of the continent, 
and on this account the people were reluctant to 
make a change. I felt curious concerning the 
legend, and inquired if it were true. She an- 
swered, that was a difficult matter to determine, but 
whether true or false (believed - in the main to bo 
true), it had a powerful influence, and for the 
better, over the people of Ncuroomia for countless 
generations, even up to the present time. 

I now felt more interested than ever, and begged 
her to relate it. She said it was long ; however, 
that she would endeavour to give me an outline of 
it. Sho began in a soft, musical voice and sup- 
pressed tone, appearing as if some slight effort 
were required to control her emotions, — 

"Very long, long ago, when the periods of 
sunshine and twilight were longer than now, Neu- 
roomia was peopled by tribes who wandered by 
the great rivers and lakes, or made temporary 
camps near the sea-shore. It was then that the 
tribe of the Eeni came and occupied a small clea 



lear- 
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iug where Atasatlan now stands. There were few 
such clearings in those remote times, For the trees 
were of enormous size, and the country was covered 
with dark forests, in the gloomy rcces.es of which 
huge and unwieldy animals, very fierce and strong, 
luxuriated in the dense vegetation or preyed upon 
one another, without fear of being molested by man. 
^ "The tribes were few and scattered, holding 
little intercourse with each other, and subsisted 
upon the' animals, fruits, and fishes that the land 
and water offered them in abundance. There was 
little change in their condition, and for ages they 
dosed away an existence as dreary as their sur- 
roundings. The Reni lived a long time on the 
clearing, and made their camp or village there. It 
was during this period that Holopozi appeared 
among them. Whence he came, and whither ho 
departed, no one knew. He was not their chief, 
for he refused to rule; yet he remained with them 
a long time, was loved by the tribe, and by his 
utterances and counsels gave that turn to thought 
from which the people of Neuroomia have never 
wavered. He eventually gave them a code of rules 
for their guidance. This code has been the basis 
of all law in ISTeuroornia up to the present time. 
He taught them how to heal the sick, build better 
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touses and boat, ^e clothes ^*°™f™ 
from various plant, a,d to turn over the sod and 
SO w the seed. He counted them not ,to .injure 
one another; this ha considered to be the founda. 

tion of all his teaching. They were to sympathise 
with, and endeavour to assist, each other always. 
lie advised them not to quarrel' over the laud, 
which belonged to them all. He predicted that 
in future ages those great forests would disappear, 
and that the land would contain only ono greab 
and prosperous people. During the long period ho 
was with them time did not in any way change hia 
handsome face and form, and as ho loved a beau- 
tiful maiden of the tribe, it was thought probable 
that he would always remain to advise and com- 
fort them. But the maid he loved was carried off 
by one ol the great monsters of the forest, and 
never returned. It was believed that she had not 
been slain, but had become an inhabitant of the 
wilds, and at long intervals of time used to meet 
her mysterious lover. 

" Time wore on, and the Reni became wise, pros- 
perous, and numerous ; they made longer voyagea 
along their coasts, reached many of the islands, 
and invited from the neighbouring tribes chiefs 
and others who saw the happy condition of the 
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people. These chiefs wore interviewed and taught 
by Molopozi himself, and on their return/ made 
him known to their own people, who set to work 
to follow the example of the Rem'. 

"Thus his influence became extended; indeed, 
according to some legends-for there are many 
concerning him— he personally visited and taught 
many of the other tribes, hut dwelt with the 
Reni only. From the first, however, he was in 
the habit of taking long journeys away from 
them, sometimes through the forests, at other 
times in his boat, bat always alone. Yet ho re- 
turned, and tho people were glad to see him again. 
They eluded him not, nor did they ever make any 
inquiries concerning his absence. One time ho 
remained with thorn so long without taking his 
usual journeys that the people began to think he 
had given over his travels, and felt happy that he 
was content to remain with them, for often during 
the time he was away they felt anxious, and were 
afraid some danger might overtake him. Their 
fond hopes, however, were not to be realized, for 
towards the end of the summer, just before tho sun 
went down, he called the chiefs and heads of fami- 
lies together, and told them he was going to a dis- 
tant land, aud would be absent for a long time, but 
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t Ut he would not forget them, and would return 

again when the sun was shilling 1 . 

°«He then b^n to take his leave of the people, 

who were very sorrowful. They asked kirn if there 

was asking he wished them Lo do during Ins 

absence. He answered, Yes, to follow Ins counsels 

till He returned. He then departed through the 

forest, in the direction of the great river, and was 

lost to view. The summers came and went, but he 

returned not. Yet, many of the hunters averred 

that when the moon shone through tho twilight in 

the remote parts of the forest, they heard sounds 

like his voice, and saw forms like his and the maid 

he loved. They called to him, but he heeded them 

not, and both forms vanished in the shadows. Nor 

did he ever return. Yet the people of Keuroomia 

followed his counsels and revered his memory," 



CHAPTER Y. 
captaik mamna ENJO ys a peolosged holiday 
I WAS now ready; yeSj ready , for T had fo n 

noting. The vehicle, however, was not yet 
brought up, and as I had nothing else to occupy 
my attention, I walked mto the reception room to 
have one more look at the mirror. I felt nutch 
pleased with myself and my appearance, fur I was 
no longer tho Captain Periwinkle who came to 
Atazatlan about three mouths before, but the Peri- 
winkle of five-and-twenty years ago. Yes, I had 
indeed changed. My head was now covered with 
a thick mass of black hair, and my dark-brown 
beard and moustache were more glossy than I ever 
knew them to be before, while my eyebrows and 
eyelashes were long and smooth. Nov was tho 
change least noticeable in my figure, which had 
sensibly diminished. I was much thinner, and ap- 
peared taller. My muscles were no longer burdened 
with redundant fat, and I felt extremely active, just 
in good trim for dancing. Indeed, I felt so much 
" H 
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3D7 shoulders m an eic i 

J 8 becking. I smiled as I intended to. sm^ 
the ball, and saw my teeth. They were not full- 
grown as jet, but very white and even. I shook 
my feet; everything was right. One more side 
loot at the mirror, and I was leaving the room, 
when I met Yeyema, who said they were ready. 

The party, a small one, consisting of Yeyema, 

Tandalia, myself, and a fev/- others, ascended the 

vehicle, and we soon found ourselves driving 

through Tehana, past the Great Fountain, and on 

our way to the wharf. On our arrival there, we 

found Yeyema's launch, the PttMdes, waiting for us. 

I expected the company would be larger. Yeyema, 

however, informed me that nearly the whole of 

those who intended going to the ball had already 

gone. 

The trip was a pleasant one. The Pdules cut 
through the water with wonderful velocity. We 
passed one of the floating villages on its way to 
VUazatlau, laden with people, who w^erc having a 
ball of their own on board, no doubt by way of 
a preliminary, 
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Number, of fishes of different sizes, and beauti- 
fully marked, kept constantly leaping high op out 
of the water. Some fell on tlio deck, but leaped 
back into the sea almost immediately by a peculiar 
kind of jerk. At the same time a cloud of sea- 
birds, of varied plumage and voice, boyered above 
and' around us. Thus we sped ou through fishes 
and birds, leaving behind us only a l 0Jlg ° mnw 
trail to show where we had passed. 

Vaudalia looked superb, and was cheerful, amus- 
ing herself by throwing crumbs to the birds, that 
eagerly watched every movement of her hand. 
Yeyema talked much, and appeared very happy, 
yet on more than one occasion since wo left Tehana 
T noticed a cloud pass over his brow, and wondered 
why this should be. 

Long before we got near Atazatlan, we had to 
travel at less than half speed, owing to the yaat 
number of ships (all swarmed with people) arriving 
and departing. Probably a number equal to those 
arriving were leaving, and on seeking an explana- 
tion, Vaudalia informed mo there were several 
balls, excursions, picuies, and gatherings of various 
kinds about to take place in different localities. 
Even in Atazatlan itself, the President's Ball was 
not the only attraction. There would bo several 
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rr»ihevia<rs, many of them 
War and simultaneous ^ ^ The Presi . 



a [argar and equally g»* 



^,,1,1 iake precedence ia 
dent's Ball, however, would ta*e j 

, to time and ^ould be the first to open, 
regard to Mint, "" 
I Le „ made inquiries about the probable belle 

and the ladies' dresses, She answered that among 
so many thousands I should find it an impossibility 
to single out any young lady as beiog superior in 
appearance to all the others— their girls were ao 
much alike. Besides, this was a matter that did 
not attract attention at gatherings in Neuroomia. 
With regard to dress, they would all be elegantly 
dressed, and hare a holiday appearance. However, 
if any lady should endeavour to render herself con- 
spicuous by her dress., she would be noted only for 
her folly. 

We were now approaching the city. There wag 
Atazatlan, just as beautiful as when I first beheld 
it from the mountains. I should soon enter it for 
the secoud time, and there probably meet some of 
my former acquaintances. 

Would Louva be at the ball? I asked of my- 
self more than once; and yet there could only be 
one answer to this query. There was no doubt 
both she and her father would be present. Some- 
times, however, I fancied that I did not feel so 
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imwh interested in her now, that fever having gone 
■ W way toward, curing mo of my pasgJon ° fop 
ier; and besi(leSj it was said tWt she ^ ^^ 

Wer. I bad not heapd from Ler g . Dcc ste ^ 
leW, and felt she must bo get , ing ^.^ 
However, I determined not to pay her much atten- 
tion at the ball, but at the same time to take notice 
of what occurred. In fact, I decided to act the 
diplomatist in the matter, and await the course of 
events at present. 

My soliloquy was now broken by Vandalia, who 
asked me some question about my travels. Indeed, 
we got into such earnest conversation over the 
matter, that I paid no attention to the people on 
the jetty we were approaching. Judge my sur- 
prise, however, when the boat stopped, to see 
Louva and her father standing alongside. It ap- 
pears they wore aware o£ the time we should arrive, 
and came down to meet us, as Ilaclatella intended 
to convey us in his own vehicle to tho ball. I was 
glad to see my old friend again, He was as enter- 
taining as ever, and welcomed me back to Atazatlan, 
Louva looked as lovely as before, and glanced at 
me very keenly. I knew that she was surprised 
at the change. However, I pretended not to notice 
this. She regretted that I had suffered so much. 
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congratulated me on mj recovery, and compli- 
mented me on my appearance. Yet I could not 
help thinking that ^ WS m0rfi reSerV6d " , 



n sua/ 



On our way to the residence of the President, we 
passed throngs of people going to and fro. Some 
were waiting, but the majority were in vehicles. 
The city looked gay, nod there were signs of happi- 
ness on every side. The ladies took their seats in 
the rear of the vehicle, and kept up a conversation 
among themselves. We occupied the front, and 
discussed various matters. 

Soon after leaving the city, we entered a forest 
of many kinds of trees, and went along a winding 
avenue, ascending higher and higher till we could 
see the sea and city underneath. I could now see 
the buildings and people ahead, and wondered we 
Lad passed through no gateway. I referred to this, 
find Yeyema remarked the grounds were not en- 
closed, as there was no occasion for it. I asked if 
their animals might not stray into them. He re- 
plied the animals cropped the herbage only, and did 
not injure the trees. 

Ou arrival, I was surprised at the grandeur of the 
edifice, for as yet I had seen none like it in Neu- 
roomia. The entrance was very wide, and sup- 
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ported by s pilIargj ^^^^^ wo ^ 

Wut 7 of de.gu being everywhere ^.^ 
IJe extent lawus Were COTerod ^ 
who ether convened ia groups, or walked th^h 
«« grounds whilst vast numWg kept — 
P-smg >n and out of the building. We passed 
trough tho multitude, and entered a large room, 
from winch a view could be obtained of several 
others equally grand. I had never seen anything 
like them in the world before. The palaces of ladia 
faded into insignificance when compared to this. 
The effect produced upon me was such, that I 
•thought the whole more like a dream of some en- 
chanted land than sober reality. We stopped near 
the centre, where a small group of men were con- 
versing, and Yeyema presented me to Onneyubla, 
Tnengai or President of Neuroomia for the time 
being. 

On behalf of the people he welcomed me to 
their territory, then made inquiries about the 
Penguin and the remainder of the crew. I told 
him where they were, aud he suggested that they 
also should be brought to Atazatlan. There was 
nothing very striking in the appearance of this 
great personage, who was a small man, rather past 
middle age; yet when he spoke, his voice was con- 
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,, „„».«, hip The cares of 
dilating and Ins maimer attractable, iae 

j- m »,7 ],;« brow nor distorted 
office had neither furrowed tab orow 

Lis countenance, aud he appeared pleased wibb him- 
B eJf and hi, surroundings. Still, notwithstanding 
his apparent!/ afikblo and careless disposition, there 
was something indescribable about liim that im- 
pressed his hearers and commanded respect. 

We did not remain long- 'in his company, bub 
passed into one of the large adjoining rooms, where 
a banquet was evidently in preparation. This, I 
understood, was the custom in Atazatlan, and was 
held by way of a preliminary to the ball. Hero 
I met a large number of persons holding hio-h 
offices and other responsible positions in the State. 
There was a large aud very long table in the centre 
of the room, with a number of smaller ones on 
sifcher side. When all was ready, the President took 
lis seat at the head of the principal, the governors 
f the different States occupying similar positions 
fc the smaller ones. The tables were attended to 
y members of both sexes, and a very large nnm- 
iv of ladies were present at the banquet. 
The President made a short speech, beginning as 
Hows : — 

" This year an event has taken place that will form 
enmrkable chapter in the history of Neuroomia — 
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Z ' ° m an0tli "' "^ «»*u»* almost 
- : - :r a geatportlouofwMi - 

P P^by a race similar to ourselves. A 9 f, r 

-,P^a blymayuobborepeafcetl ^J- 
**ow. that ^^ wifch ae Qtb ; ^ 

^ latls Wntbe opportunities occ,-oni; 
at rare xntervals, That some of ^ ^ J 

have reached other lands ia beyond ^.^ * 

not one has ever been able to return to tell the 

talc. I trust that Captaia Periwinkle will find the 

conditions of life in Neuroomia sufficiently favour. 

able to mduce him to remain with us. HowPver 

Should he eventually desire to return Lo his own 

land, of W b ic h he has doubtless many pleasant 

recollections, the Government will be pleased to 

assist him in every way possible." 

He then referred Lo tho annual ball, the im- 
provements and discoveries of the year, their con- 
tinued prosperity, the approaching general election, 
the policy of the Government, and the brightness 
of their future prospects. The Governors then 
made short speeches, and the meeting proved a 
happy affair, 
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After the banquet, the people began to stream 
into the ballroom, where fresh blossom, and grow- 
ing floors were displayed m abundai.ee. At a 
given hour the ball was declared open by the vicc- 
ruengah and it was, to say the least of it, a gor- 
geous spectacle. The enormous size and grandeur 
of the room, tho magnificence of the decoration!?, 
the great concourse of people, the splendour of 
the surroundings, tho sweetness of the varied 
strains of music, and, above all, the wonderful 
beauty of tho women, eclipsed all my former re- 
membrances of similar gatherings. 

The music was playing, the people still arriving, 
and the first dance about to commence. Of course 
I was not acquainted with it, but I felt elevated; 
the scene had its effect upon me, and I thought I 
would like to join. . They appeared to bo going in 
couples, so I sought out Yandalia, who became my 
partner. They formed several rows round the build- 
ing, then began to move about, at first in what I 
considered a simple manner, and I got on well ; but 
after a time the rows appeared to get mixed, and 
the movements became more intricate. They spun 
round at a rapid rate, and changed partners fre- 
quently— indeed, so frequently, that I lost mine 
altogether, and became giddy. There was a pecu- 
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«y>the floor thatldidnofcunderatand; still 
*P»u round with the others, and got f reah p^ 
**■■ On one or two occasions I nearly l ost my 

^e lad., However, aft6r an uaasm% 8 
ipm, I massed my partner and fell heavily to the 
floor, one young lady tripping over me . j wag ^ 
however, allowed to remain bog in a pro 3 trate 
position, for almost immediately I felt some one 
take hold oE my arm with an iron grip, j llsb like 
the grip of Estas. 

On looking up, I found I was right, for it was 
none other than heraelf-the lady I had tripped. 
I endeavoured to wrench ray arm from her grasp, 
but the attempt was useless, for she quickly 
secured the other, then dragged me a little dis- 
tance to a seat near the wall, then left mo without 
uttering a word. Of course I was ia a rage, and 
do not remember what T said— probably, however, 
something that she could not appreciate, for I did 
not meofc her again. 

I now rested for a time, contemplating the dance, 
then passed into the banquet room, where there 
was a large number of men, who, I understood, 
never danced, but who nevertheless, judging from 
their conversation, enjoyed themselves; so T re- 
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raained with them, and related stories of whate-kh- 
f Dg and other adventures, then in tarn listened to 
many happy anecdotes and interesting legends of 
Nenmomia and its people. However, I was curious 
to know how things were proceeding in the ball- 
room, so after some time I returned thither, and 
took a raised seat near the door. I could now 
plainly see how absurd it would be for any one to 
attempt to discover who was belle of this great 
gathering. Here, indeed, was a beautiful blonde, 
but then there were several beautiful blondea ; and 
for a moment I supposed there could be none to 
eclipse the brunette opposite. However, a second 
glance convinced me of the fallacy of this supposi- 
tion, for in beauty there were many brunettes 
equal, if not superior, to her. I noticed Louva, 
and also noticed that wherever I saw her, she was 
accompanied by a young man — a stranger to rae — 
and T confess that in reference to her choice I could 
not appreciate her taste or judgment; for, com- 
pared to the other men who were present, it could 
not be said of her favourite that his appearance 
was prepossessing. I saw Vaudalia occasionally ; 
her company was much sought after. However, 
there did not appear to be any particular one 
specially attentive to her. Once or twice Ariaenda 
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*°<We to renew our acquaintance 

~ t0 be stauding near mej remarke ' 
*• ^ not seen me daacm ^ 0f course x w ^ 
-tsor ryforthIs;bowevei . j replied that x ^ 

1-d on,. Hereupon we commenced a conversation, 
and I proposed tWt we sWd have a ^^^^ 

through the grounds together. Here we found 
many couples, evidently lovers. The surroundings 
were extremely beautiful, and I felt romantic. I 
thought of similar lvalbs IoQgj lmg agQ £q ^^ 

continent-and the young lady, where was sue ? 
I knew not,-she jilted me for a bush missionary. 
However, she must be faded. I looted into Lonva's 
sweet face: she returned the compliment, I thought, 
in a loving manner and said,— 

"You have changed much in appearance, and I 
also think in manner, since you left AtazaLlan." 

"I believe that I have changed in appearance," 
I answered, " but am aware of no perceptible 
change in maimer.^ 

"I have thought moro than once since we met 
on the wharf that I must have displeased you in 
some way," was the reply. 

"No, you have not displeased me," I answered j 
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"buL a, I did not Lea, from y°" ^er you left 

Tehana, I came to the conclusion that yoa had 

forgotten inc." 

«Jt waa unkind of you to think so/' she said, 
"considering that I flow to Tehana to see you. 
And again," she continued, " I expected that when 
yon got well, my visit would at least bo recognised, 
although, on reflecting, I found that I Lad little 
reason for entertaining the idea, for yon were at- 
tended during your illness by a very attractive 
jomig lady." 
"Yoa then expected to hear from me ? " I said. 
"Yes! " was the answer. 

"A misunderstanding/' I exclaimed. "We 
shall forget about this matter." 

"The young ladies of Neuroomia cannot forget 
slights so readily/' was the measured reply, 

I felt confused at this, and thought of the un- 
gainly young man in the ballroom. 

"Perhaps/ 5 I said 3 "the worthy who has been 
so attentive to you of late may feel despondent at 
your absence." 

- Ho at least did not accompany me here/ 1 was 
the answer, "and I trust that he has sufficient 
confidence in me not to feel concerned about my 
absence from the ballroom, even with another." 
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Here wi iat mi . gU w fcerm . nated ^ 
f ° nVU ^ WU »» **«opM by my old and eS 

cct ou . I was aoxiQu3 tQ geo ^ ^ ^^ 
^Io^ uietl ^ tLenf , rmedan ^ t 

meet late, ox, I n fche ^^ ^ 
were d iacMs , ngj thougll not with a gra v % boeon, 
»g then- subject, the merits aud demei , ts rf 
member, of a. 8tronger sez wW fc% ^ &fc 
the ball ■ for I regret to relate that even the youn, 
ladies of Nearoomia possosg this weakness, though 
not to tho extent that it prevails elsewhere. Tho 
conversation, however, must have been of an edify- 
ing character, for if it did not elevate, it at least 
gave a more cheerful tone to tho thoughts of 
Louva, and we walked on through the splendid 
avenues till we came to one leading back to the ball- 
room, This we took. Louva now appeared to ad- 
vantage, and I thought her more beautiful than ever, 
In reply to a jocular remark, she said that aha 
loved none. This raised my hopes, for I now be- 
gan to discover the truth, sweet or bitter, that T 
loved her much, jot I felt uncertain if my passion 
were returned. I conducted her to the ballroom, 
and there we parted, as the hour at which I had 
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arrauged to meet Folbrizsio was approaching. 
However, I did net leave the room at once, but 
foxed her though the crowd, and saw with regret 
that she again joined her clownish friend. 

I now repaired to the banquet hall, where I met 
Folbrizzio. He referred to Louva, 

"Who is the young man with whom she has 
danced so much f " I inquired. 

"His name is Lackflackima," was the answer, 
"and be has charge of the Island oE Candilia, 
where the few persons who have had the misfortune, 
through accident or other cause, to have become 
deranged, are confined." 

"Is that considered to be a high position in 
Neuroomia ? " I asked. 

"By no means," was the response. f 'Yet it is 
one of those few care to occupy, and is therefore 
highly remunerated." 

I now felt disgusted to think that the woman 
I loved should be so matter-of-fact and destitute 
of romance. 

!: Does she really love him ? " I demanded. 

" That is a difficult question for me to answer," 

was the reply; »f or I have not often met them 

together, nor do I think she has known him long. 

However," he continued, ff if you desire to win the 
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young kd 7j you had better remain i n Atazatlan 
for the present." 

I said that I would not remain here for that 

purpose. 

The President now came toward, us, ami invited 
me to remain after the ball as his guest. He said 
that he would endeavour to bring those I left with 
the Penguin to Atazatlan ; that is, if I intended to 
remain long in Neuroomia. 

I now thought of Louva, and felt dejected; there 
was little doubt that she loved another, and the 
idea of leaving Neuroomia presented itself to me. 
I thought that I would like to see Australia again ; 
and then there was Septimus— I would like to 
punish Septimus Robinson for his treachery. 

I said that I was very much pleased with Ncu- 
roomia and its people— that although I had been 
to nearly all the civilized countries in the world, 
I had never before witnessed such happiness 
and prosperity, and that I should never forget 
the kindness I had received at their hands. Yet 
I had not quite decided whether I should re- 
main permanently or not; that there was one of 
the crew who had deceived me, and I was anxious 
that be should not escape the punishment whicli 
he so richly merited, and that on our return 



i 
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to Australia ho would be indicted by onr own 

laws. 

He then inquired concerning the nature of the 
offence, and where it had been committed; so I 
explained the whole affair to him. 

He answered, that we were on Neuroornian ter- 
ritory at the time, and that lie was amenable to 
to their laws, if I chose to take further action in 
the matter. 

However, I was doubtful if the lenient laws of 
IS T euroomia would inflict on Septimus a punishment 
at all commensurate with the heinousness of Lis 
crime. So 1 made inquiries as to the nature of the 
sentence he woald be likely to receive. 

lie said the offence I mentioned would probably 
be treated as a breach of trustj and that if he were 
found guilty, he would bo prohibited from holding 
any high office in the country for some time, and 
that his right to occupy land would be delayed. 

Whereupon I instantly replied that Septimus 
would consider this "no punishment at all"; that 
our laws were much more severe, and that I had 
the right to put and keep him in irons till we 
reached Australia, 

He said that I might require Lis services, as he 
was a good seaman, i u navigating the ship through 
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the broken ice; however, he believed that ifc was 
now probably too late in the summer to attempt 
to got through the icefields, but that the principal 
geographer would be able to givo me information 
about the matter. 

The people now began to eomo in from the ball- 
room, for the second banquet was nearly ready 
and the President left to take his seat at the priu- 
cipal table] so T went back to seek Tandalia and 
Her father, to tell them that I would not be re- 
turning with them to Tehana. The music had 
ceased, and the ball was over; still, there was a 
large number of people i n the room, and among 
them I noticed Louva in earnest conversation with 
her friend. I met the Governor and his daughter 
coming towards the .door, and returned with them 
to the banquet-room. Yeyema took his seat at the 
bead of his table, and I sat beside Tandalia, and 
told her of my intended visit to the Penguin, and tho 
possibility of my leaving Nenroomia at an early date. 
She said that I should at least remain till the 
following summer, and take a holiday after my 
sickness, for I could not as yet be very strong. 

J liked the idea of having a holiday and seeing 
more of Nenroomia, and deeply regretted leaving 
Vandalia and the many kind friends I had made , 
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since my arrival here. If I could only forget 
Louva I I clenched my teeth, as 7 Lad often done 
before on the Penguin, and clasped my knife more 
tightly in my hand. / would try to forget Jier. 

I enjoyed the second banquet even more than 
the first, for I met many beautiful young ladies 
and others who endeavoured to persuade me to 
prolong my visit. I felt as if I could not leave 
this genuine aud generous people, and, indeed, 
before the banquet was over, I had abandoned the 
idea of leaving Neuroomia for the present, 

But the difficulty was, how to be revenged on 

Septimus; that was the question. If he were tried 

ia Australia., still it was possible he might escape, 

even if I charged him with conspiracy and mutiny ; 

for he would very probably engage a lawyer. Yes ! 

Septimus had money, and would engage a lawyer 

scheming dog! What was to be done? I would 
punish Septimus Adolphns Robinson myself! 

The great bulk of the visitors had now taken 
their departure, and those at the palace began to 
retire. I felt sleepy myself, so I followed the ex- 
ample of the latter, and sank into an extremely soft 
bed, twisted myself a few times, then turned on my 
back, fell asleep, and very probably snored ; for I 
generally snore after a banquet. 
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On waking, I began t0 tMuk onUdBC . 
cermag the future. The more T n n V 

™wn to the world; but then there was no 
~y that we could gefc thro]]g , the ice -- 

V 1 P r Perty ^ Sydae * but ^ ^d I trouble 

about th flt? I should in all likehlmod attain a 

greater age hero, and be happier than if I returned 

I might not be quite so rich, but, on the other 

l^nd, there was at least no clanger of bein^ poor 

I thought of my friends in other lands, hut whore 

could I find friends more steadfast than those I had 

already made in tfouroomia ? No! I would not 

return. I would go to the Penguin, and bring the 

crew bach with me to Atazathm. As for Septimus, 

I had arranged a little plan of my own to meet 

his case. 

I now got up, feeling a wiser man, completed my 
toilet, and repaired to the dining hall, where I met 
Onneyubla. During the course of our meal, I 
made my decision known to him. 

He said that not only would all the rights of 
citizenship be conferred upon me ; but that it was 
the intention of the Government to grant me special 
privileges as well. With regard to my intended 
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visit to the Pflj^afe, he considered it advisable that 
I should be accompanied by two persons from 
Atazatlau to act as guides. He did not know the 
exact position of the vessel himself, but was of tho 
opinion thai there was a better route than the one 
by which I carnc. However, it would be necessary 
to consult Yondozi, the principal geographer, in the 
matter. He would not be in his Atazatlau studio 
at present; however, he had an. idea as to his 
whereabouts, and would send for him at once. He 
then took a card, and having written something on 
ifc, gave it to an attendant. He now inquired what 
I intended to do with the Penguin. 

I replied, "Nothing; but leave her where she 
was/' 

He said the Government werB willing to purchase 
her from me, with a view to exhibit her in one of 
their museums; that is, if they could manage to 
get her to Atazatlau. 

I said that I would not sell her, but that I would 
bo very much pleased to present her as a gift to 
the Government. 

He accepted, and expressed a hope that I would 
ere long have the pleasure of seeing her anchored 
safely in the principal museum of their capital. 
We now left tho dining hall and went into a 
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large room, whore several maps of Neuroornia han« 
-pon the wall 3; there were also many diagram, 
casts, and instruments of different kinds He iu 
formed me this was. the room used for consultations 
with Yondosi when he came to the palace. 

I felt interested, examined the scale of one of 
the maps, and foaad that Neuroomia was much 
larger than Australia. I then made inquiries about 
the number of states or divisions, population, largo 
cities, etc. 

He said that for administrative purposes Neu- 
roomia was at present divided into fifteen states, 
and that, according to the last census, the popula- 
tion of the whole territory was about thirty millions; 
that I had already seen the largest city, Tehana, 
which contained about a million inhabitants, hut 
that no other city, except Atazatlan, contained half 
that number; that, according to their laws of settle- 
ment, it was undesirable that the population of any 
city should exceed oue niilliou. 

" How did they check the increase ? " 

'■By marking out and building fresh cities," was 
the reply. 

" Then you have fresh territory still available for 
settlement ? " 1 interjected. 

ff Yes," was the answer, " There are large tracts 
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of virgin soil and forest still unoccupied, and there 
are also large areas that havo been cultivated for 
many years, and from which settlement is now pro- 
Minted; but these will be again available when the 
various terms of reservation have expired." 

"Is there no danger, through the natural increase, 

of Neuroomia becoming overpopulated ? " I asked. 

"As fai* as we can learn/' was the answer, 

"Neuroomia has never been overpopulated, and it 

certainly is not at the present time; nor can wo 

see any signs of that being 1 the case in the future, 

however remote." 

I pointed out that in other parts of the world 
the population had actually doubled itself in twenty- 
five years ; that this might not be wholly attribut- 
able to the natural increase, — nevertheless, that 
increase was great; that islands had become over- 
populated, and what was true of islands might in 
a measure prove true of continents. 

He said that according to the general nature of 
thiugs, if there were a large and constant annual 
increase of births over deaths, any insular tract of 
land, particularly without any outlet for its people, 
must eventually become overpopulated. In Neu- 
roomia, however, not h withstanding the favourable 
conditions under which the people existed, the 
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,' ad r6ferred ^ and ais he attributed chiefly to 
difference m climatic conditions 

1 W, emarked tbafc ! Lad alreadyDot . ced 

I ; h r anImalsnorbird3 ™ s °p^- 

tnose of other regions. 

He continued that they had whole forests, where 

the Wa were seldom or never molested, and 

though they lived to a great age, yet ,he increase 

did not appear to be perceptible ■ and although it 

was desrrable tho population should increase, yet 

an excessive population would not he looked upon 

as an unmixed blessing in Nenroomia. However, 

there was nothing to be apprehended from what 

I might be pleased to consider an impending evil; 

indeed, it was a question that had neither demanded 

nor received serious consideration at their hands. 

Yondozi now put in an appearance. He was a 
short, thick-set, intelligent-looking man, apparently 
about middle age, with handsome features and a 
pleasing expression of countenance. I liked his ap- 
pearance, and knew that wc should become friends, 
Onneyubla introduced me, and in a few words 
referred to my proposed trip. lie then said that 
ho would leave us to discuss matters, and took liis 
departure. 
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I described to him as well as I could the natural 
features in the locality of the vessel, and the rente 
travelled from it to Atazatlan. 

He said he believed he understood the position 
of tho Pengum, but that the surface of the country 
Lad been considerably changed by the recent vol- 
ume disturbances, which he understood to be of 
an unusually violent character. 

"."Did these disturbances have anything to do 
with the breaking up of the ice in the neighbour- 
hood of your contineut ? " I inquired. 

"Undoubtedly/' was tho reply; "although the 
volcanoes in the territory you first visited are al- 
ways more or less active. Ycfc were it not for the 
outbreak you had the privilege of witnessing, Neu- 
rooinia would still be encircled, as it has been for 
ages, by a zone of compact ice." 

" In that case," I observed, (c it would have been 
impossible for me to have reached Neuroomia." 
" Yes, with the Penguin" was the anawer. 
" And how do you think an expedition across the 
ice by means of sledges would fare ? " I queried. 

" Very probably perish from the intense cold," 
was the response, 

" Is the warm current that carried the Penguin to 
these shores of a permanent character F " I asked. 
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" No/' was the reply ; « ifc was generated through 
volcanic action, and will very probably cease to 
flow, or at least become frozen over, when the 
agency of subterranean heat is wholly or partially 
withdrawn. However/' ho continued, « while It is 
in motion there must be another counter- current 
leading from it on the neighbouring channels to the 
Great Southern Ocean." 

I thought for a moment what a grand place that 
current would be for Septimus. 

" It would., them be possible for me to navigate 
ray vessel back into the open sea if I so desired ? " 
I remarked, 

II Yes/ 3 was the answer. " It is almost a cer- 
, tamty that at the present moment there ia a chan- 
nel free from any obstruction leading right through 
the icefield to the open ocean." He continued ; 
fC Tho country has not been surveyed since the 
earthquake; however, on our return it is the in- 
tention of the Government to send out several ex- 
ploring parties, who will report upon the change 
and draw physical maps of the territory. I say on 
our return/'' he went on, " for it is my intention, 
if you desire it, to accompany you back to the 
vessel." 

I replied that i should be delighted to have 
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the company of a man who was in a position to im- 
part so much knowledge "concerning sea and land." 
He said that he had a knowledge of tho country 
we should be passing through from previous travels, 
and that he would like to take his friend Moro, 
who was a geologist, with us. 

I answered that I should be very pleased to 
leave the organizing of tho expedition wholly in 
his hands, and that I would offer no objection even 
if a few young ladies were added to it. 

He observed that a coople of young men would 
be required to look after tho animals. 

In due course the next meal was announced, annl 
on this occasion we were conducted to a hall much 
larger than the one wherein I had previously dined. 
A number o£ people, including several ladies, took 
their seats at the table, the President, whom I 
understood was a bachelor; taking his place at the 
head. I was introduced to them all, however. 
There were two young ladies, Elmia and Alvarez, 
nieces to Onneyubla, who impressed me by their 
personal charms. Moro, the geologist, was present, 
and eat beside Elmia, while I occupied a seat near 
Alvarez. We talked first of our projected expedi- 
tion, and it was decided that preparations for a 
start should be commenced at once. 
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AW, said aho felt much minted in my ship 
tl- ftW and would be delighted to be able to 
pay her a visit. 

I^eed, the idea of forming a second expedition 
moludmg herself and some of her lady friends, had 
been already discussed, bat had to be abandoned 
on account of the difficulties attending a 1 0Q , 
journey through the mountains and rugged country 
that must be traversed. I knew that Alvarez did 
feel interested; the slight flush on he, beautiful 
cheek, the brightness of her fine dark eyes, to- 
gether with her nervous temperament, indicated 
the animation of her nature, and bespoke the man- 
ner in which she threw her whole soul into any- 
thing that happened to be foremost in her thoughts 
for the time bcino-. 

The guests now began to disperse, and Yondozi 
took his departure, to superintend the preparations 
for our trip. Meanwhile, Alvarez and myself wan- 
dared through the grounds sonic distance away 
from the palace, and found ourselves beside a small 
running stream that trickled, twisted, and mur- 
mured through a long romantic valley, the slopes 
of which were lightly timbered with forest trees. 
The soft rays of the sun shone through the foliage, 
and gave a livelier aspect to the green sward 
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underneath; indeed, there was suoh a blending of 

IfeM and colour, sunshine and .hade, forest, lnlh 

and .beam, that I thought it one of the lovehest 

scenes I had ever beheld. I expressed my ideas 

to Alvarea. She said she loved this charming spot,, 

as she found it congenial and soothing to her 

mind, and that she often wandered here alone to 

pluck the growing flowers and dream the hours 

away j that she loved the sublime and beautiful, 

and not [infrequently felt a longing to see and 

know more of oar wonderful planet. 

We rested on a fallen tree overlooking the 
stream. Beautiful birds were above and all round 
ns: they were very busy and happy collecting tho 
honey from the blossoms, then Hying away and 
returning. , 

Alvarez told me they were suctorial birds, storing 
up the honey they gathered in the hollow limbs 
for the months of twilight, as the trees were not 
then ia blossom. She inquired if I had not seen 
many beautiful islands and countries in other parts 
of the world, and had not been impressed by their 
scenery and people ? 

I answered in the affirmative; but then in other 
parts everything changed so suddenly that happi- 
ness did not possess the permanency that character, 
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W it i u Neuroomia. Many other lands Lad 
beautiful scenery, bat it appeared to advance 
during certain hours only, generally tll0se of mor ° a _ 
mg, evening, and moonlight; but the morning 
soon passed into the heat of noonday, the eveuing 
mto night, while the pale and sombre light of the 
moon in turn gave way to the grey of dawn; but 
here it was an evening or morning for half the 
year. 

"And what kind of girls have you in those 
distant regions?" die inquired. 

"Many of the maidens are extremely beautiful/' 
I said; « indeed, as beautiful as it is possible for 
hnman beings to be, but only for a very brief 
period— men and women fade quietly. Take my- 
self, for instance. When I left Tasmania, one of 
the most favourable places in tlio world for our 
race, I was considered a young-looking man for 
fifty; but when I came to Atazatlan, I had the 
mortification to be set down for three times that 
ago." 

" How does the disposition of the most civilized 
inhabitants of those parts compare with that of the 
people of Neuroomia ? " she ashed, 

"Not favourably/^ I responded. "Many of our 
people, young and old, were full of love, kindness, 
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magnanimity, energy, enthusiasm, and patriotism ; 

but, alas! in too many ca.es, generally through 

systems, conditions of life and surroundings, thcso 

good qualities gave way to selfishness, indifference, 

and even despair. Here the period of existence 

was fully three times that of our people, while 

during the long space of time intervening between 

maturity and old age there was little change for 

the worse. True they were mortals, but they were 

happy; they lived their life and enjoyed it, quitted 

ib with regret, frequently in the form of slumber, 

and without pain." 

"If you keep on in that strain/ 5 she interjected, 
ff I shall begin to feel more content with my sur- 
roundings, and less inclined to go abroad, I am 
aware the people of Neuroomia are happy," she 
continued, "but have thought it possible for an 
equal, if nob greater, happiness to exist elsewhere. 
However, I believe you have already almost 
dispelled that idea/' she went on. "I bad pic- 
tured to myself, in my dreams, seas and islands 
more lovely than our own, human beings more 
perfect and fair, and flowers and birds more beau- 
tiful." 

"You will, I am sure, pardon me," I said, 
" when I wish you to remember that it was not so 
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much of our happiness as of its brevity that I 

complained , and with regard to the scenerv I for 

a moment would not undertake the responribility 

of Baying there are not many parta of fchc worl(J 

equal to Keuroomia in that respect, but I do say 

there can be none to surpass it. Yon must not 

consider mo unkind or unpatriotic, for I have loved 

my country, and love it still, but I lovo Neuroomia 

better, and intend to pass the remainder of my 

days, which I trust will not be clouded by We 

matters, in ifc, I regre t fco think that I may have 

been the means of damping some of the dreams 

you fondly cherished j but, on the other hand, I 

have always thought it better to speak of things 

as they exist." 

"You at least have not annihilated my dreams/' 
she said, "for I feel more interested than ever iti 
those distant lands and the people that inhabit 
them, and trust to hear many stories front you 
concerning them when you return. But what 
about the expedition ? " she continued laughingly. 
cr T suppose if we do not return soou, they 
will come fco the conclusion that we arc al- 
ready on our way to the Penguin, with a view to 
leave Neuraomia; for they know that I am fond of 
travel." 



E 
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I responded that perhaps we W better walk 
back, as Tondozi might be ready. 

On oar way she was very cheerful, and we dlS- 
cussed courtship and lave alto in Neuroom.a. 
Yet notwithstanding her affability, there was a 
dignity about this woman that repelled freedom, 
and a wisdom and wit in many of her sayings that 
commanded admiration. Of the two girls, she was 
from the first my favourite, and when the time for 
departing arrived, I had almost wished that the ex- 
pedition had been abandoned, or at least delayed. 

When we returned, we found everything in readi- 
ness ; the animals were saddled and packed, and 
Tondozi suggested that wc take leave of the Presi- 
dent and our friends. So I bade farewell to my 
interesting companion, hoping it would only be 
temporary, and, in company with Yondozi and 
Moro, was about to repair to the palace, when we 
saw Onneyuhla approaching. He made a few in- 
quiries about the route we intended to take, then 
wished us success and a safe return. 

In the meantime I attended to a few little mat- 
ters connected with my pack, then mounted a 
flanilla for the second time without any fear of the 
consequence. The others now mounted theirs, and 
we proceeded on our journey. I happened to look 
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back toward, one of the balconies, and there saw a 
number of mea aad women who were waving weeQ 
boughs towards us, the. threw their bouquets after 
us, and finally raised their branches in token of adieu 
I could distinguish the face of Alvarez among them' 
and felt disappointed, for I expected that like 
myself, she would feel sad- but she didn't On 
the contrary she appeared brighter than before. 
That face, however, haunted me for many of the 
hours I was absent from Atazatlan. 

The expedition consisted of five men and seven 
flanillas. Bach of the two young men led a flanilla 
laden with provisions and accoutrements for the 
journey; apart from this, each of as also carried a 
s mall pack on his animal. 

Our course for a time lay through the settled 
country, which was well cultivated and fruitful iu 
the highest degree, the road we travelled following 
a slightly elevated ridge. On the left, as far as 
the eye could reach, were houses, fields, animals, 
and orchards.' Having wended our way through 
these for some distance, we left the principal high- 
way, and turned to the right in the direction of the 
nearest mountains. This, Tondozi said, was to 
strike a pass that led over them, and he pointed to 
a gorge a little way ahead. 
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Here, in the glorious srmligM, we made our 
first yt, tethered the animals, and prepared our 

ir.cah 

After it was over, I felt inclined for a smoke; but 
the sapply of tobacco I had taken from the Penguin 
had long been exhausted; and as there were no 
tobacco manufactories in Nenroomia., I had to con- 
tent myself with smoking a kind of bark, that of 
the Bubu tree, which possessed a flavour somewhat 
reseinbhcg that of the soothing weed. However, I 
had none with me, and explained this fact to Yon- 
dozij who said it would be useless to look for the 
tree in the neighbourhood; but that we should 
meet with it Ligher up in tho mountains; bo I 
had to console myself with this piece of intelli- 
gence,, then I spread my trappings out on the 
ground and went to bed, thinking of the supply of 
good tobacco I had stowed away on board the Pen- 
guin. Why, there was one unbroken chesfc that 
would last me at least two years. I would bring 
it back with me when returning; yet it was bulky, 
and I began to think that perhaps I bad better 
leave it till they removed the vessel. Of course 
the crew knew where it was, but they had plenty 
without it, and very probably bad not meddled 
with it, unless Septimus hud finished his supply* 
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-1 became cllr ious, Ye S . Septimil8was 
™ker, and that was H3 fayoui . te b ^ d J| 

, WaS thG ^ «* - Wg Supply t00 . Wel] 

perhaps the best thing I could do with ft Waa * 
P-ent ft to ^ GoTOrQme]lt _ t% mig]it estGem 
* for he museum. If I could ou|y ^^ ^^ 

o .wallow a half-pint of it, how it would make him 
tails: geography ! 

However, I fell asleep without a smoke, aud on 
waking, I cannot say that I felt any the worse. Oa 
fcho contrary, I was in the highest spirits at the idea 
of a trip oyer the mountains ; my companions also 
appeared to share my hilarity. 

Higher and higher we went, now scaling a steep 
incline, then descending into a yawning abyss; now 
we were on our way round a lofty pinnacle, then 
following the narrow pathway along the edges of 
fearful chasms. Woods, gorges, mountains, rivers, 
lakes and torrents kept constantly coming into 
view and fading again in the distance, or more 
suddenly lost to tho sight by the intervening tim- 
ber. The scenery, indeed, was like some enchant- 
ing panorama. 

Higher and higher still, till we came to the 
brink of a clear mountain lake, out of whose waters 
the snow-clad peaks appeared to rise, aud into 
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which, flowed numberless rivulets, fed by the winter 
snows. 

Here we decided to make our second halt and 
remain for some time, for there was abundance o£' 
fresh green grass for the animals growing along 
the margin of the lake. As soon as we bad fixed 
on a suitable spot for our camp, I secured from 
the pack a small axe, from the back of which pro- 
jected a long spike that could be used for digging. 
Thus armed to cut away the brushwood, I went in 
search of the Bubu tree, the bark of which I used 
for smoking. 

I went some distance from the camp, bearing 
away from the lake, yet could find none, so I stood 
to consider whether it might not be useless to 
proceed any farther, and was on the point of re- 
turning, when I recognised the foliage of one grow- 
ing in the valley beneath. I clambered down to 
it, and found that it grew from the bank of a 
mountain streamy in a very awkward position and 
by no means easy of access. However, by stepping 
from rock to rock in. the water, I managed to reach 
it, and having collected a supply of the dry bark, 
filled my pipe, and sat down to have a quiet smoke 
beneath my favourite tree. I had not, however, 
liberated many clouds, when something glittering 



, 
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«i the water attracted my attention. I reached 
down and drew it up; it was a piece of dark-blue 
looking quartz, and contained gold. 

Here was a discovery I There was y 6 ry prob- 
ably more about, and I would procure at least a 
few good "specimens." I took up a handful of 
sand and examined it : there was plenty of -black 
jack," and I got tho " colour." So I set to work 
with my axe, turning up the coarse gravel and 
stones along the edge and in the most likely places 
for "pockets » My digging operations were, how- 
ever, soon brought to a close by the spike striking 
some solid substance that appeared to be softer 
than stone. I tried it again, and turned up a 
nugget of pure gold quite heavy enough to cany 
back to tho camp. 

On arriving there, I threw clown my burden in 
the middle of the small circle, who were seated on 
logs aud pieces of timber, evidently enjoying their 
meal. 

"Melema," Yondozi quietly remarked, while 
looking at it, then pointed to a seat on a branch 
nearly opposite himself. Beyond a. smile from one 
or two, the others did not Lake tho slightest notice 
of it. I cannot say, however, that I was surprised 
at this, for from the first I had my misgivings as 
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to the worth of it here. So I pointed to it, aud 
asked Yondom if that were plentiful. 

ff Tes/ J was the reply. 

" It is not one of your valuable metals, then ? JJ 

I continued. 

"Ko" he replied. "It exists in great abun- 
dance, and is easily obtained. You shall meet with 
rocks of it in these mountains." He went on, (: It 
is also found , and mined oil a large scale, near 
Tehana; indeed, the Tehana mines alone can supply 
the demand for statues, machinery, ornaments, aad 
the many other purposes for which it is used." 

I now chose a piece of the coarse yet wholesome 
bread and a fresh fish (they had been fishing dur- 
ing my absence), then poured into my vessel a 
quantity of oclima, a decoction made from the 
leaves of the oclima tree, and used in Neuroomia 
as tea. I thought at first that it tasted like Peru- 
vian bark, but, through nse ; got accustomed to it, 
and now relished it. Thus armed, I took a seat 
on the vacant branch. The conversation turned 
upon metals, when Mora appeared to advantage. 
I told them that if it wero known in the other 
continents that gold was so plentiful in Neuroomia, 
there would be a rush of a few millions of people 
to these parts, if only to perish on the ice. 
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"-OF what use would the gold be Lo them in 
that case?" remarked Yondozi. 

I replied that there wa 3 B large section o£ our 
people who would brave any dangeta and endare 
the severest hardships and privations in order to 
become possessed of the coveted metal. 

"And would they be wholly actuated by a spirit 
of gain?" ho inquired. 

"In many cases/' I answered, •' love of adven- 
ture alone would be the prime factor, while pro- 
bably in the majority they would he induenced by 
a love of gain, adventure, and change/'' 

Moro here remarked that perhaps we might be 
able to send them the Penguin with a full cargo 
of gold, or melema, as he termed it. " Perhaps/' lie 
went on, ff ono or two of the crew maybe anxious 
to return to the land they left, and in that ease 
he was sure some of their own men would be will- 
ing to accompany them, and run the risk of the ice." 
Here oue of tho young men said that he would 
be willing to go; and, on hearing this, the other 
also offered his services. 

Whereupon I replied that T bad already dis- 
posed of the ship, and was doubtful if any of the 
crew were desirous of a repetition of what they 
had already experienced among the currents and 
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icebergs. Nevertheless, that gold might induce 
them to make the attempt. 

Yondozi here remarked that although the Govern- 
ment had accepted the vessel, yet ho was in a 
position to say that they would only be too glad 
to see her leave their shores with a cargo that 
might be the means of alleviating the distress and 
ameliorating the condition of some of their fellow- 
men in other lands. And, further, that the ques- 
tion of getting the Penguin to Atazatlan, or any 
of their large towns, was still problematical. 

" Have you fixed on any plan for that purpose ? " 
I inquired. 

" Partly," was the answer. " It was my inten- 
tion to sail her back again to the ice-field, then, 
make appliances for lifting her up out of tho water, 
and afterwards to place her on a sledge and take 
her to Scalascala by means of machinery, or, if 
necessary, with the aid of animals. On arriving 
ia the neighbourhood of Scalascala, she could be 
slid into the Nocalatlan Sea and sailed to Ataiiat- 
lan. In the event of her reaching her destination 
in a sound condition, he believed it was not the 
intention of the Government to place her in the 
museum, but to leave her in the water, and at my 
disposal." 
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I told him that the Penguin was an excellent 
^eh Btill fit for many yeara of active service, and 
that all e l ie required was an 0?erlmuling _ 

We had now finished our meal, and Yonflwi 
suggested that we should go fishing, for he had 
brought lines and hooks with him (this ingenious 
method of capturing fish appears to he well known 
everywhere). I acqaiesced, and went to cut a rod 
for myself. 

Siill, I thought of the Penguin. I liked the 
idea of leaving her in the water, although I was 
anxious that the Government should accept some- 
thing from mo as a slight acknowledgment of their 
many acts of kindness. Yet I never relished the 
proposal to have her exhibited. Once I got her 
to Atazatlan, I would be able to use her as a yacht, 
aud give excursions to my friends. 

Having prepared our lines, Yondozi and myself 
went along the lake for a little distance, and then 
threw thorn in. Wo were not there long when he 
lauded a fine-looking fish resembliug a perch. I, 
however, got no bite, so I took np my lino and 
went farther along the bank, till 1 crime to a place 
that I liked, Here I threw it into the water. 
Something began to nibble at the bait-, so I pulled 
it up, but there was nothing on. I dropped it 
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again, and whatever had been at it before appeared 
to bare returned, so I gave it another pull, but no 
fish. However, I let it down very gently in the 
same place for the third time, and fully determined 
to let him "have it." The float began to go 
under as before, but I took no notice of it for some 
time, then gave a sudden jerk. Yes, I had Mm 
this time, and a heavy fish too. However, T was 
puzzled, on swinging him into the air, ±0 ECO that 
he had four legs and a tail. T dropped liim on 
the ground, and ran towards him. He however 
did not move till I was pretty nearj then he made 
a spring, quick as lightning, landed on my leg a 
little below the knee, and buried his claws and 
teeth deep into my flesh, the hook still sticking in 
his mouth. I was in the act of endeavouring to 
pull him off, when Yondozi, who had noticed the 
affair, came running up. He caught him in a 
manner that instantly made him relax his hold, 
then held Mm up in his hand. 

I now had an opportunity of examining the 
animal. It was about the size of an opossum, and 
had thick, glossy hair. Yondozi called it a velbdfc, 
and said they were prized on account of their fur. 
Saying this, he took the hook out of Ma mouth, and 
flung him back again into the water. Than lie 
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advised me to return to the camp and attend to 
m Y leg, as the wounds might prove dangerous. 

However, I did not follow his advice, but merely 
washed them with water; and although they were 
very painful for a time, they soon healed up. 

I shifted again. Thia time, however, I had 
bolter luck, and caught four fine fish in succession. 
Then I joined my friend, aud we returned to the 
camp, 

I was takea up with the beauties of Lake Orania, 
as it was called, and expressed my wonder to 
Yondozi that no one had made a residence in such 
an attractable neighbourhood. He said it was 
some distance away from the settled parts, and 
that there were many such lakes in Nenroomia. 

We remained in this wild and wonderful locality, 
fishing and exploring the country, for a space of 
time equal to a few of our days, then packed the 
fknillas, now much refreshed by the halt, and re- 
sumed our journey. Our path for a time led along 
the banks of the lake, and as we were leaving it, I 
turned round and gazed in the direction of its 
shores till the last patch of still water was lost to 



view. 



Our next camping - place was of a different 
character, the timber being scanty and of stunted 
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growth, and we were surrounded by snowy peaks 
resplendent in their robes of dazzling purity. The 
vegetation had changed, and the air becamo much 
sharper. The sun, however, was warm, and wo 
felt comfortable and vigorous. A small green, 
grassy flat was chosen for our encampment. Hero 
a fire was lit, and the food prepared. 

Thus we travelled on through the mountains, 
making prolonged halts where we found the grasa 
plentiful; but as the halting-places were ofteu far 
from each other, wo had frequently to make long 
journeys without stopping. Eventually, however, 
we got a glimpse of the great icefield, though it 
was still a long distance off. 

We now began to descend, and soon found our- 
selves in the broken volcanic country at the foot 
of the chain. We crossed over it, steering for 
the "Penguin Channel," which I named after the 
vessel, and Yondozi agreed that it should be known 
by that name in future. We reached it in due 
course, and I felt happier at the idea of seeing the 
Penguin again. I knew exactly where she was, by 
the little hill not a great distance ahead. W r e did 
not follow the channel round, as it was curved but 
made straight for the hill. I urged my beast 
forward, and the others followed my example. 
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I Btood for a ti mo like one confused, gazing Dp 

^ fa ^ ^e others liced m y 
cognation, but doubtless guessing what was the 



matter, never uttered a word. 

I now began to descend in the direction of tho 
camp. On the way Yondo.i inquired if I knew 
where the vessel bad gone. I replied in the n ega . 
bye, saying that the whole matter was a mystery 
to me, and pointed out the tree to which she had 
been fastened. On arriving there, we dismounted, 
and, letting the animals go, began to examine the 
neighbourhood to see if we could find anything 
that might give a clue as to the cause of her dis- 
appearance. 

I now began to wonder if Septimus had ever 
found his way back to the vessel. It was just pos- 
sible that he did not return, and in that ease the 
others would probably come to the conclusion that 
we were both dead, and may have taken their de- 
parture north. But, again, that was hardly feasible, 
for without him they would not attempt to navi- 
gate the vessel through the ice. Bat, on the other 
hand, they might have gone farther inland, to find 
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a more favourable place to settle down; or per- 
haps they tad taken a trip towards the icefields, 
and intended to return. At all events, there was 
evidence to show that the camp had not long been 
deserted. There were empty preserve tins only 
recently opened, pieces of paper, cloth, and metal, 
that had not been long exposed to the weather, 
and the fireplace had been used lately. 

While wo were examining these things, I noticed 
that some trees had been cut down a little distance 
off, and, in hurrying towards them, stumbled over 
something; it was an old boot, I knew that boot 
at once; Septimus wore it when he left me— it 
told a tale. On reaching the fallen trees, I could 
see at a glance they had been cut, and recently, 
too, by Septimus. There was no mistaking those 
stumps, for I had seen him cut timber in the South 
Sea Islands on several occasions, and knew his 
manner of using an axe. Yondozi came over, and 
I explained matters to him, 

Jfc was now a certainty that Septimus had arrived 
here safely ; bub where had they gone with the 
ship ? I could see, by the pieces left, that the 
wood had been cut the proper length for the stoves 
in the galley, and they had taken a good supply 
of it. 
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We began to di 3CllSS th e Bituati0Dj and 

I-arely over towards the bank where the Ps^ n 

-been fastened. On reaching it, I Lappsned to 

look at the marks the ropes had made on the tree 

and read the word,, « LOOK UP,- cut in the bark 

on the side facing the channel. Of course I did 

look up, ^d, to my surprise, saw my iron chest 

(water and fire-proof), in which I kept money and 

important papers, firmly fixed above me in a fork 

between the branches. Yondozi also noticed it, 

and was up the tree in a moment. However, he 

found it to be heavy, and did not like to let it fall. 

So I got a rope from the pack, and he lowered it 

to the ground. I had the key in my pocket, and 

applied it at once. But I found its aid was not 

required, for the lock had been broken. It con- 

tamed several articles, principally provisions, and 

the following letter, enclosed in an envelope, and 

addressed to me ; — 

"Deer Sob,— 

"Ass we hav wated a reesnnibl long tim, 
and yu hav not cum back her, we ar deturiniud to 
go hom and lev yu. Yu orfc to bo back befur. Yu 
nos i nivcr kard to cum so fur, fur ther his no walsj 
no sharks, uo big fish her, and peepel that go es- 

L 
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plorin his payd bi the guvermiot, Yn nos pnr- 
fickly woel the col wither weel son cum and yu wat. 
The locker is gctin lo, hot i lev yii samon in the 
teens, and skuger, and fresh lins and huks, and te, 
and tobacko and pips, and maeherSj and pickel 
botls in yer one irn chest, so fcbay wont git hurt or 

spoyld. I taks charge of the Penguin meailf, fur 

yn must be ded, and Skinee is furst mat, so fcher 

no, and i hop ya hav gud luk, 

"Sind, Captin Septimus Adolphus Robinson, fur 

himsilf and era," 

What was to bo done ? They would not be out 
of the channel yet. Perhaps we might overtake 
them by hurried marches with the animals, 

" What could we do if we did overtake them ? " 
asked Tondozi, 

" The crew would obey me" I answered. 

ff I have a plan of the channel/' he said. 
It winds considerably, and we can take a good 
many short cuts without any danger of missing 
them. Perhaps it would be better for you and 
myself to push on at once with light packs, 
and leave the others to camp hero till we re- 
turn." 

I agreed to this. The two strongest flanillas 
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were caught, and we bst D0 time in commencing 
the pursuit of the Pmguin, 

There was certainly a hope of overtaking them, 
but it was el very forlorn one, for I knew what the 
vessel could do, even with a moderate breeze ; and 
besides, they would very probably hurry in order 
to get through the ico before the end of the 
summer. 

We did not, owing to the broken nature of the 
country, make the progress that we had antici- 
pated. The timber was not dense, but the ground 
in many places was full of holes. There was no 
path, and numerous rocks and stones impeded our 
march. The animala became footsore, and more 
sluggish. This enforced us to make more frequent 
halts. At length, however, we reached the opcu 
sea, between the land and the ice, aud seeing a 
high hill on one of the headlands in front, wo made 
for it, On reaching the top, we scanned the hori- 
zon, and saw the Penguin, but she was some 
leagues off, and making for a great opening in the 
icefield, I looked towards Yondozi, but all he re- 
marked was, " We are Loo late/' 

The Penguin waa gone. Even gliding away in 
the distance she was a beautiful sight, I felt a 
choking sensation in my throat, and nolwithstand- 
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iug the beauty, attractions, and happiness of Neu- 
roomia, I would Iiave given any tiling at that 
moment to be on board the vessel I loved. Yon- 
dozi hoisted a flag that be bad brought with him 
for the purpose but I do not think they noticed it, 
I examined her through my glass, and recognised 
Septimus on the bridge, looking in the direction of 
the ice. Dace or twico be turned round, hut all I 
could do was to shake my clenched fist at him. I 
suggested that we make a fire, but Yondozi said it 
was not likely that it would attract their attention, 
owing to the number of active volcanic peaks in 
the vicinity. However, it was our last resort; so 
we made a fire and a big smoke too, but they 
either saw not or heeded not, for the Penguin kept 
on her course. 

We let the animals go, to rest and graze on the 
natural pastures, then we prepared and ate our 
meal, for we were both tired and hungry. 

Meanwhile I questioned Yondozi as to the pros- 
pects of the vessel clearing tho ice. He said 
that it was possible she might get through, 
but the dangers to be encountered were great. 
First, there was evidence to show that the action 
of the current was becoming weaker, and if this 
continued, it would be liable to get frozen over; 
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but even if they were successful in getting through 
the channel, great difficulties would be experienced 
on reaching the outer border of the field, where 
they would be sure to meet with vast quantities of 
broken ice, This, however, was the proper time 
for the venture. The season was in every way 
favourable for the enterprise, and fortune might 
favour them. 
The flag floated playfully in the breeze, and the 
. smoke travelled far, but the vessel kept getting 
farther and farther away ; so we decided to return, 
and took our departure, hut not before I sadly 
waved adieu to the Penguin, 

We went back by easy stage3 to the camp where 
we left the others. Here we remained for a time 
to refresh the animals, and then commenced our 
return journey to Atazatlau. It proved as interest- 
ing and enjoyable as the other, and although I was 
disappointed in the object of the expedition, yet 
the trip was a pleasant one, so pleasant, indeed, 
that on the way I could not refrain from expressing 
the hope to Yondoal that I would have many 
similar excursions among the mountains of Non- 
roomia. 

He replied, that would be a very easy matter, 
for tho Government sent out scientific expeditions 
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every summer to make explorations and surveys, 
and apart; from these there were always several 
private tourist parties who, during the holiday 
season, preferred the soKfcudc of the mountain lakes 
and sea shore to the gaities or Afcazatlan and 
Tehana. He continued, this travelling and camp- 
ing business was considered to be one of the best 
and healthiest ways of enjoying life, and a very 
largo section of the people ap]Deared to be aware 
of the fact. 

In Keuroontia, vast as the territory was, there 
wci'o neither deserts nor great plains resembling 
those 1 had described as existing in other parts of 
the world. Their continent was nearly surrounded 
by an open sea, from the shores of which rose vast 
mountain chains that encircled their territory on 
every side. Of course there were several passes 
over them, but the only water highway that com- 
municated with the great icefields beyond was the 
channel leading from the Nocalattan Sea. 

With regard to the surface of the country, it 
might be described as consisting of mountains, 
hills, forests, undulating tracts, level grassy pas- 
tures and cultivated fields, but everywhere well 
watered by rivers, lakes, and streams. 

When wo arrived at Afcaaatlan, we found ban- 
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quets, balls, picnics and excursions to be the order 
of this gay time. I explained the situation, with 
reference to the Penguin to Onueyubla in a few 
words. By way o£ response he merely expressed 
a hope that they would have a pleasant voyage, 
and reach their homes in safety. The ladies made 
their appearance to welcome us back, and I was 
glad to see 4he charming face of Alvarez among 
them, 

I learnt from Ouneyubla that preparations were 
being made by the people of the palace for a 
monster picnic ; that he himself would be present, 
and that I would thero meet many of the acquaint- 
ances I had made at the ball. 

When I joined Alvarez, I made inquiries of her 
concerning the gathering. She said they were 
almost ready, and that it was to be held at the 
Grove, only a short distance away from the palace. 
We arranged to walk there together, and I re- 
paired to my rooms to get ready for the occasion. 

On the way to the Grove, I related the adventures 
of our trip, She said that she should have been 
delighted to have a tour away in the Penguin to 
the distant regions I had visited, but at the same 
time would like to have the opportunity of Again 
returning. 



152 sEUEOoariA : a new continent. 

On arriving at the Grove, I found it to consist 

of a natural depression or elongated basin , at the 

bottom of which was a email lake, whose dark-blue 

waters looked lovely in their stillness. Many little 

streams tumbled over terraces of rocks of various 

colours, while the superfluous waters of tho valley 

found an outlet through a narrow and precipitous 

gorge at the opposite extremity. There were 

several paths leading along the margin of the lake, 

and on either side of these grew shrubs and trees. 

VVe were among the first to arrive, and with 
Alvarez for a companion, I found tho Grove to 
be an exceedingly delightful place. We walked 
through the woods and along the shores, exploring 
the many natural ferneries and other sheltered 
nooks. 

" Have you seen any places similar to the Grove 
in other parts of the world ? " she inquired. 

" Yes/' I said, " there are several such de- 
pressions, — the grandest, as far as I know, being 
the Yosemite Valley in California, which, during 
certain hours, is hardly less beautiful than this." 

" And have you not also seen countries that re- 
semble Ncuroomia ? " she continued. 

"Yes/' I replied. "Perhaps the regions, as far 
as beauty and climate is concerned, that most 
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closely approach the happy condition of Neuroomia 
«e the South Sea Islands, scattered oyer a v ast 
portion of tho southern part of our great Pacific 
Ocean," 

I hero gave her a concise account of these islands, 
and the life led by the savages who inhabited them! 

She said that it sounded more like a legend than 
reality, and reminded her of the "tradition of the 
two lovers." I expressed a desire to hear it, 
and having chosen a seat in a romantic spot, she 
began : — 

" It happened a very long time ago, some time 
daring the past ages, that a boy and girl from 
different tribes contracted a passion for each other. 
The girl, who was a daughter of the chief of her 
tribe, was beautiful, and her father wished to 
give her in marriage to one of their own people— 
a man who had been his friend for a long time. 
The boy was also the son of a chief who was equally 
averse to the young pair being together. Never- 
theless, certain people from both tribes encouraged 
them, and also assisted them to meet, for they be- 
lieved that good would come of it, and might in 
the end lead to the union of the tribes, which they 
considered to be a desirable object. But there 
were others again who prophesied that evil wo aid 
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befall the people, and there was a proverb to the 
effect that calamities overwhelmed when the sons 
and daughters of chiefs became wed. The father 
of the girl, however, became aware of the meetings, 
and their trysting places were made known to him ; 
bo ho placed a guard over his daughter, and they 
were no longer able to meet. Bat Wawena pined 
for her lover, so much indeed that her life began 
to be despaired of. As for Gulpanzi, he was pro- 
hibited from hunting in the forest, and made to 
remain in the camp, which was humiliating to his 
proud nature. After a time, however, he appeared 
not to care for anything, and wandered about as 
if he no longer wished to live, 

ff Now it happened that in a wild place among 
the hills there was a certain fountain which had the 
peculiar property of healing hearts known to be 
wounded from love ; but for this purpose the water 
had to be drank by the sufferer from the spring, 
for the moment it was raised, it lost its charm. 

(C Now it came to pass that those councillors who 
were in favour of keeping the lovers apart, made 
the chief, her father, believe that it would be a 
good thing for Wawena to drink of the fated water, 
and it was agreed that she should bo led to the 
fountain. 
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"When, however, she became aware of their in- 

, ' Sh6 ™pt bitterly, and said that she would 

ratW die than cease to We, so nothing was done 

m the matter for a ti rae; but soonafterthGsuii 

appeared above the mountain, and fomtj ^ fchjj 

latent agency of the water was said to be most 

potent, and the water itself most bitter, Wawena 

was forced to the Fountain of Ynnalooma, and only 

freed from the grasp of those who cruelly brought 

her when near the edge of the water. No one 

dared to hold or pat a hand on her while she drank, 

for it was believed that evil would overtako him 

who ventured to do so. Wawena, however, did 

not drink, but on hearing a cry from Gulpanzi, her 

lover, darted past her captors in the direction from 

whence the sound proceeded. Of courso she was 

pursued j but Wawena was fleet of foot, and the 

lovers escaped. They concealed themselves in the 

fastnesses of the mountains, but were followed, and 

they knew that in the end they would be brought 

back and punished. They had to wander from 

place to place, and could 2iot remain long even in 

their favourite haunts, so fchey sought the wildest 

parts of the country near the open sea. Imriug 

the time they wore here, a terrible earthquake took 

place, which they themselves only witnessed. 
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What they saw or heard no one knows. Moan 
tain chains were thrown to atoms, and fresh ones 
made their appearance. To what extent the sea 
was disturbed is a mystery. The great icefields, 
however, were broken up, and icebergs thrown 
high on the dry land. This happened during the 
period of twilight, and lasted for some time; but 
the lovers were brave, and formed a bold project- 
that of leaving Neuroomia. 

" So Gulpanzi began to build a boat, in which 
art the people of those times were well skilled. 
They both worked hard, and had ifc completed be- 
fore the end of tho following summer ; then they 
made preparations for a long- journey, and took 
their departure. 

" Previous to this there were traditions about 
other lauds existing beyond the ice. These were 
considered to be extremely fair, but nothing more 
was known of them, and many even doubted their 
existence. However, it is very probable that the 
lovers were influenced by one or more of these 
traditions. Bub be that as it may, years passed 
away, and the ice again became compact, but 
nothing was heard of the wanderers, and it was 
believed that they had perished. 

"During one very mild summer, however, seals, 
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«ti other marine animals, prized for their furs 
*era numerous on certain part, of the ice, and 
hmrting expeditions frequently left the land to cap- 
ture then,. One of these proceeded far to the 
north, and reached the edge of the field, where 
there were many C0V6a and Wlauda fomed ^ 
the ice. Here myriads of sea-birds made their 
home, and were easily captured by the hunter,, 
who made a camp, and remained for some time in 
order to collect a quantity of eggs and feathers. 
They saw the great mountains of ice break off from 
the field, and leave their ancient home for the north. 
"While watching the interesting progress of 
one of those wanderers of tho deep, they noticed 
a piece of wood driftiug towards them. This was 
a very unusual occurrence, and centred their at- 
tention. Nearer and nearer it came over the play- 
ful waves, till at length it could be reached by one 
of their long spears. On taking it up,, they found 
that it had been cut from a tree which was strange 
to the forests of ISTcuroomia, and, more wonderful 
than this, the emblems of the tribe of Gulpanzi were 
carved on either side. They suspected it to be 
hollow, and as it was partly decayed, one blow on 
the ice sufficed to send it to pieces, when a limpy 
substance, resembling a fold of bark, dropped from 
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it. On this were inscribed certain characters in 
the tfenroomiau tongue; winch they easily de- 
ciphered. (I should, however, have mentioned 
that tbe art of communicating with one another 
by written characters was known to tho tribes of 
Neuroomia from a very early period; and is said to 
have been taught them by tho loved Molopozi.) 
But to resume. The writing was done by the 
hand of (rulpanzi, and gave an account of the 
wanderings of Wawena and himself. 

"After leaving Neurooniia, they experienced no 
serious trouble from the ice, which they left far be- 
hind, and found themselves in a great open sea — 
how great, it was, indeed, impossible to tell, but 
quite free from ice. They, however, wandered on, 
and passed many regions that were beautiful. 
Sometimes they landed, but left again, as these 
lands were inhabited by a people whose skins wero 
black, and who killed each other. 

" On, on they wandered, till they found a region 
without any people, where the sun kept constantly 
rising out of, and setting again in, the water. This 
land was beautiful and fruitful, so they loved it, 
and left it not, but made it their home, and were 
very happy," 

" Have they preserved this MS. ? " I inquired. 
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" It crumbled to pieces in their hands, and before 
they had linishcd reading it. ,J 

" But no doubt they preserved the wood," I re- 
marked. 

"No one knows what became of the wood," waa 
the reply; "and at the present time/' she con- 
tinued, » there is no material objecb left in support 
of the tradition." 

The people were now arriving in throngs, and 
among them I noticed President Onneytibla gaily 
chatting with a young lady who walked by hia side. 

"Does he mean anything serious ?" I inquired. 
" Or, in other words, does he mean to marry the 
young lady ? " 

" No ! " was the answer. Then she laughingly 
continued, " Marriage with us is not considered a 
serious matter. However/' she went on, "it is 
well known that Onneyubla will never marry, and 
though he seldom remains long in the company of 
one, yet ho is a great favourite with the ladies." 

"Then ] ie f g fickle," I observed. 

" Not necessarily," was the reply. ' ' Onneyubk 
loved once, many summers gone, but his affianced 
died from a fall received in the Tackla Mountaius, 
mid he never loved another," 

Here I met many acquaintances, including Van- 
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dalia and Yeyema. From the latter I accepted an 

invitation to return with them to Tahann, in order 

to join a great excursion in oue of their 

floating- villages to the icefields arid the city of 

Soalascala. AI raves and Vanilalia having got into 

conversation, Yeyema and myself took leave of 

them for a time, and walked among the people. I 

met nearfcy all tho ladies whose acquaintance I had 

made at the ball, and also many fresh ones. The 

people were still arriving, refreshments were par- 

taken of, and many games introduced, in which 

tiiis cheerful and happy people, old and young, 

joined with the enthusiasm of children. 

I again sought out Alvarez, and we left the 
dreamy Pendalozai Valley for the palace before the 
masses began to depart, and while the games and 
other amusements were still at their height; for, 
notwithstanding the gaiety of the throng, I en- 
joyed myself more alone with Alvarez than with 
the many. 

On our way I inquired if there were no plotting 
or scheming over love matters in Nenroomia. 

"Lovers are perfectly free to think out their 
own affairs, and what course in life they intend to 
pursue/' was the reply. " You surely do not think 
that any one else would interfere with them ? " 
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" No," I observed. " But when young ladies are 
in love, do they nob sometimes have rivals ? " 

f< Yes, and young men too," was the ready re- 
tort. 

f 'And the men always manage to settle their 
differences in an amicable manner," I remarked. 

" We shall take the ease of a man," she said, 
" who is sufficiently fortunate or unfortunate to 
have rivals. Then the problem as to whom she 
will choose is for the young lady to solve, and when 
she has made her choice, there is an end of the 
matter, but in most cases the rivals themselves can, 
with little difficulty, see who is the favourite, and 
the unfortunate ones, or otherwise, as the case may 
be, are sufficiently thoughtful not to seek the com- 
pany of the young lady any longer." 

On arriving at the palace, she inquired if I loved 
music. I answered in the affirmative, and then she 
suggested that we should go to the- music room. 
On entering ifc, I was so impressed with the 
gorgeous style of decoration that I expressed my 
surprise to Alvarez. 

She said that this was considered, and was from 
the first intended to be, the finest room in the 
palace. 

There appeared to be an endless variety of 

M 
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striked and wind instrument*. Of course I ex- 
amined themj but a, my musical education never 
got beyond being able to play a few tunes on the 
concertina, I bad to bo content to listen to the 
playing of Alvarez, At first I cannot gay that I 
felt very much interested. However, she bad not 
gone far when I became enraptured. She also 
sang many songs, mostly of legendary character, 
and I enjoyed these even more than the music, for 
I loved to listen to her voice. 

During one of the intervals she asked me to sing 
a song, but at this time I bad consigned none of 
the Nenroomian songs to memory, so I entertained 
her with a comic in my own language, which of 
course she did not understand. So the happy 
hours flew by until Onneyubla and his friends re- 
turner!, when a large crowd assembled in the great 
dining-hall, for the meal taken previous to retiring. 
I again sat besido Alvarez, while Onneyubla, 
with his cheerful manner and kind face, as usual 
occupied a seat at the head of the table. The con- 
versation was chiefly npon future gatherings and 
excursions, and I learned that Alvarez was to be 
among the number going to Scalascala. 

I was glad of this, but more glad to think that I 
had no rival, for as' yet I saw none besides myself 
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Pajmg particular attention to her, and I wondered 
fc tllB com P^7 of suck a beautiful girl was Dot 
more sought after. 

On leaving the dining-hall, we repaired to the 
maS1C r ° 0m ' wh «™ I ^d the pleasure of hearing 
several of the ladies playing, while a number of 
the men and ladies as well, entertained us by their 
singing. To me the songs were doubly interesting 
for they offered a key to the literature of the coun- 
try, which henceforward I decided to study. 

After they had dispersed, I went to my bedroom, 
with a view to have a sound sleep, m Jrder to be 
refreshed for the trip to the icefields. I cannot 
say, however, that I enjoyed much rest cm this 
occasion, for many things crowded upon my ima- 
gination. 

Iu the first place, many of my plana were in a 
measure baffled through the perfidy of Septimus 
Robinson, and yet ho managed to elude punish- 
ment. I turned on one side and thought of Al- 
varez, then on the other and thought of Vandalia. 
Then again there was that "Tradition of the Two 
Lovers.-" I wondered if they ever existed, and if 
so, on what uninhabited land they made their home. 
Undoubtedly an island, but what island ? Probably 
New Zealand, or one of the South Sea IifeudSj 
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but the inhabitants of these islands ware copper- 

colonred. Not, all,— some were black. 

Now here was .nice point to determine. The 
Neuroomians were white, and the inhabitants of 

^ ,i o n tr„„ Talstn^a were blade, while 
some of the South bea l-aianus 

those of New Zealand, and some of the islands men- 

tionech might be said to be a swarthy brown, a 

kind of compromise between the two odours. Tbe 

lovers very probably had children, and was it not 

possible they might have intermarried with the 

black inhabitants of the neighbouring islands, and 

so have produced the Maori and other allied races ? 

Eufc when did the migration of the lovers take 

place ? That would have to remain for ever with 

the unknown. Were there any uninhabited islands 

at the time ? Yes, it was quite possible there 



were. 



These matters and other problems connected 
with them occupied my thoughts till I became 
(juite exhausted; aud fell asleep. On waking, I felt 
feverish and not at all well, and for the first time 
since my arrival in this continent, I felt a longing 
for a !t Cocktail" or " Pick-me-up" ; but as these 
stimulants (at least, as beverages) were unknown in 
Neuroomia, I had to live down the desire. Perhaps 
later on I would bo able to educate them in mys- 
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teries of manufacturing and mixing alcoholic drinks, 
for in this respect, notwithstanding ail their know- 
ledge, we had gained a march on them. 

However, I got up, threw the heavy curtains 
aside, and opened the windows. The h right crim- 
son sunbeams streamed into the room, which had 
now a more cheerful appearance. I knew that I 
should feel better after a constitutional, so I went 
outside. 

Yes, it was glorious outside, and everything was 
still and quiet about the palace. I paused for a 
moment as to where I should go, but turned, as if 
influenced by some sudden impulse, in the dircctiun 
of the romantic stream where I first walked with 
Alvarez. 

I went along in a meditative mood, with my head 
bent down, till I approached the current, then un- 
consciously stood perfectly still, wholly oblivious to 
the surroundings, and should probably never have 
been aware of this fact, were it not that my 
thoughts were startled out of their channel by the 
sound of a musical voico close by. On looking up, 
I saw the beautiful form of Alvarez, seated on the 
loaning trunk of a tree near the edge of the water, 
with an open volume in her lap. My first impulse 
was to clasp her to my bosom, but she looked at 
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me with such a mischievous twinkle of merriment 
in her laughing eyes, as if I deserved to be ridi- 
culed for entertaining such an absurd idea even for 
a moment that I felt quite disarmed, and, I confess, 
a little embarrassed. 

"Ton must have some weighty subjects occupy- 
ing your mind," she said. " Why, yon looked the 
picture of a philosopher coming down the slope, 
and the condition became you so admirably, that at 
first I thought it would be a serious wrong to break 
iu on your soliloquy. However, I watched you till 
I became impatient j so I hope that you will pardon 
nae, for I gave you what I considered to be a 
reasonable time to thresh the matter out." 

"Nothing more weighty tha,n that tradition you 
told mo at the gathering in that charming valley 
recently," I answered. "I have been puzzling 
my brains over the fato of the descendants or 
the renegade lovers, and have been wondering if it 
were possible they might be identical with a race 
of people I have met, and whose early history is 
completely shrouded in the obscure clouds of mys- 
tery." 

" I must tell you no more traditions/' she said, 
" if they worry you so much. Why, you look quite 
fatigued." 
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" I do not feel quite as fresh as usual/' I replied. 
" However, 1 am glad you related the tradition, for 
it gives me food for reflection. However, it is an 
agreeable surprise to find you here, and you do not 
appear to be the least lonely." 

" No ! certainly not. Why should I ? JJ she ob- 
served. "I have my own thoughts to keep me 
company. Of course they may not be quite so 
absorbing as yours, but still I feel happy." 

" That," I said, " is the result of. having latent 
happiness within yourself." 

" That I do not know/' was the simple reply ; 
"but I think if I did not possess it naturally, 
that it could be acquired from such agreeable sur- 
roundings, for instance, from the mountains, trees, 
and streams. I have ever found them interesting 



companions." 



" I acknowledge," I said, " that variety in the 
physical features of the vicinity, together with its 
animals and birds, have on more than one occasion 
added lustre to, and prolonged, my moments of 
gladness; but what impressed me more deeply was 
that mute Nature appeared to sympathize with me 
in my distress, and in such a soothing manner as to 
relieve me, in a measure, of my burden." 

" That she will do in the end/' responded Al- 
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i „*. „„ji^ " ~Ymi have known sad- 
varezj somewhat sadiy. ion Bavu 

ness, then ? " she continued. 

"Yes/' I answered; "and I can safely say that 
there are few individuals of the nations, great and 
small (at least, the civilized ones), in the other parts 
of the world, who, attaining anything approach- 
ing a ripe age, have not experienced hours, nay, 
even days, of bitterness of soul/' 

"To what is this unfortunate condition of affairs 
to be ascribed ? " she asked. 

"In some of the warm countries of the world," I 
answered, " the enervating effect of climate on the 
human body is of itself sufficient to produce a feel- 
ing of melancholy. But to this in many instances 
must be added fixed residence in low-lying level 
tracts, where the conditions of life are as monoton- 
ous as the surface of the country ; and worse than 
all, in onr large cities, tens of thousands of human 
beings have such limited spaces for their homes, 
which are often situated in extremely unhealthy lo- 
calities, that disease is fostered and life shortened." 
"You. are fast annihilating my dreams of other 
lands," she interjected, 

" On the other band," I said, " there are regions 
where the people, surrounded by the abundant 
gifts of Nature, have ease, comfort, and enjoyment. 
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But you l lwe beetl rea(]mgj ^ ^^ ^ ^ 

« more interesting than my interruption." 

"No!" was t3ie quiek aMwei . i ((Altkonffb x 

come often, I seldom read much here." 

I now took a se at beside her, ia order to have a 

look over the volume. She handed it to mo, and I 

road on the cover: « The Career of the Lovers of 

YacJa." 

"I presume it is a work of fiction," I said. 
" No ; a biography/ 3 was the reply. « Yet there 
are many chapters that indeed resemble fiction," 
she continued. « I suppose there are many roman- 
tic works of fiction in your language." 

" Yes," I said ; <> but the great bulk of tkeni at 
the present time treat of courtships and unhappy 
marriages, contracted from interested motives apart 
from love, scch as wealth and social position,— in- 
deed, where love was only a secondary consider- 
ation, if it existed at all ; also of disputes about 
money matters, intrigues, and law-suite over the 
property o£ heirs and heiresses. Nevertheless, it 
has become a very important, if not the most im- 
portant, department of our literature, a literature of 
which any country might be justly proud." 

" Is not the hour fixed for our departure from 
Atazatlan approaching ? " she asked. 
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"Yea/' I said; " and perhaps we bad bet Let- re- 
turn." Whereupon we made a start for the palace. 
On the way back I feifc quite well, and in my usual 
spirits. 

"Is tin's the first trip of the season ?" T inquired. 
"No" she answered. "The first excursion to 
Scalascala took place during the time you wero 
absent on the Penguin expedition." 

"Yes/' I said; "I remember now hearing of it 
before leaving Tehana, What is the name of the 
floating village, again ? I cannot think of it now." 
" The Dorondoro/' she answered ; " the same aa 
we leave by. This is her second trip. I was on 
her the first time. It was quite enjoyable, though 
we did not venture out as far as tho icefields. 
However, on this occasion, I believe that it is in- 
tended to make a longer stay." 

" I suppose," I remarked carelessly, <c that you 
added considerably to the happiness of some one 
else daring the last trip." 

"I don't know," was the frank reply, and she 
looked at me in a very innocent manner with her 
beautiful dark eyes. 

I now felt the remark was untimely on my part. 
c ' They all appeared to enjoy themselves on the 
Dorondoro" she continued, after a pause. 
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^ *« tta much love-making ? » I inquiretL 
«, she anaweredj "there were many hap p? 

*K™r m the n*a, f.ture, f or tins ia t]ie W J 

SeaS ° nj Whcn P™ ba % — than two-tlnrds of the 
engagement, of the year take place. It ia duriafr 
fin* period^ sh e went on, "that the men turn 
themselves into notes of interrogation." 

" And the ladies into notes of exclamation/ 3 I 
interjected. 

u Not always in the affirmative/ 3 she observed. 

"And when do they enter on the happier 
period ? " I inquired. 

"Generally during the falls of the following 
Summer," was the reply. 

"Then I may look forward to the pleasure of 
seeing a number of newly married couples on the 
excursion ? 33 I observed. 

"I don't think that you will meet any, 33 was the 
answer. "They prefer the loneliness of the moirn- 
tains and lakes to the company of excursionist?. 33 

if But should a young lady during the period of 
engagement meet with a man whom she could love 
better than her intended husband, how would she 
act in the matter ? 33 I asked. 

"Just as she pleased/ 3 was the ready response. 
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"However," she continued, " if, on the other hand, 
a man should happen to love another better than 
his affianced,, it is considered that he would not be 
justified in marrying the latter"; but she invariably 
receives a full confession and explanation from ber 
fickle lover, whoso infirmity the lady is implored 
to overlook. However, they manage to arrange 
matters between themselves, aud in tlie end part, 
knowing that it is the best course." She went on, 
" Cases of the kind we have been discussing, how- 
ever are, fortunately, exceptionally raro, aud this 
breaking-off engagement business is looked upon 
with disfavour, as it implies a want of steadfastness 
of purpose in the party at fault that is not calcu- 
lated to inspire future confidence," 

Wo were now approaching the palace, and Al- 
varez left me, going in the direction of her own 
quarters. 

I met Yeycrna in the grounds, and be informed 
me that they would soon be ready ; so I hurried to 
my rooms, and having fitted up myself in holiday 
fashion, went into the garden, whore I mot Onne- 
yubbla, when we walked into the dining-hall to- 
gether. In reply to my question, be said that he 
was not going to the icefields on this occasion, but 
would probably go next trip. 
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Among my acquaintances, besides Vandaliaand Ye 
ye maj were F ulbriz , i0j AWa (seated 

EW Yon**, and More. We drove fl^t 
Atezatlan in the direction of the wharf for L 
Tehana vessels, and on arriving there, fad one 
of the fast boats in waiting ■ B0 W9 los(j nQ ^ 
m getting on board. The trip in this part of the 
Nocalattau Sea was indeed pleasant, and I think 
that I enjoyed it even more than on the last occa- 
sion I traversed it. Yondozt aBd Vandalia were 
together daring the whole time ■ but as ho himself 
bad previously informed me, when we were together 
on the Penguin expedition, that be always intended 
to remain in a state of single blessedness, I did 
not give the matter much consideration. 

On arriving at Tehana, we did not land, but 
stepped on board the Dorondoro, which was in 
readiness, and waiting for this her last complement 
of passengers. She had a very imposing appear- 
ance, with her three decks, gracefully hanging 
boats, snug houses, and swarms of people. Indeed, 
at first I was doubtful if this huge mass could be 
made to move, but was soon to be convinced, for 
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shortly after we got on board, T heard the measured 
Bounds of n gong or bellj and the Dorondoro moved 
slowly a\v;iv from the wharf and out iuto the open 



Sf.1. 



On looking round among the passengers, I can- 
not say that I felt consoled, for standing not a 
. great distance off was Estas. Sko was in conver- 
sation with a lady whom I did not know, and did 
not appear to notice mCj and I felt very glad of it. 
I had now, in company with Alvarez, an oppor- 
tunity of looking over the enormous mass of tim- 
ber known as the Dorondoro. She was built in the 
form of a punt; her three decks, enclosed afc the 
sides by the hanging boats only, were perfectly 
level. The first, which was not far removed from 
the surface of the water, resembled a floating gar- 
den. It was laid out with promenades, between 
which were rows of pot plants, shrubs, and even 
trees. Near the sides were partially enclosed 
nooks, where mosa, ferns, and trees grew among 
rocks and pebbles, while several fountains, supplied 
by water distilled from the brine, constantly poured 
their light showers over them, On the second 
deck were placed the large dining hall and other 
rooms. Between the tables of the former were 
raised benches of staircase forflJ, on which were 
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"' StnlC ' Ure ' W8 «*™* 'o «b, Iowa- deck, „ W 
dancing- had ah-pcLrl^ „„ , 

o ia alzeadj commenced. Alvarez and 
mvseli mined in Tflot-oc i 

: J ■ Latat! was also m the dance 

with a very modest-looking" vonno- m™ a 

tt., ,., „ = young man named 

atomlik for a partner. She had been en^god to 
him for some time, and Alvarez wondered they 
were here, „ she expected that they would be 
earned this season. I thought there was some- 
thing peculiar aboufc niLomlik , g ^^ ^ 

nevertheless wag agreeable. He appeared to bo 
absent-minded and sad, so I inquired of my com- 
panion if ever he bad had a long illness. 

f '^o/ J was the answer j "but on one occasion 
»* had to be confined for a time on the island of 
^niha, aa he Buffered from mental weakness, the 
fes »lt of an accident, However," she continued, 
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"he is now perfectly cured, a, has been proved by 

more than one physician: otherwise he would not 

be eligible for marriage/' 

When the dance was over wo were joined by 

Vandah'a and Yondozi, so wo sat down together. 

We did not take part in the next, neither did Estas. 

However, I noticed that Hitornlik was dancing 
with another young lady,— younger, indeed, and 
much handsomer than his former partner. After 
some time we took part in another dance, in which 
were Hitornlik and the young lady ; but I saw no- 
thing of Estas. When I next saw her, she and 
Hitornlik were standing close to each other, beside 
one of the sheltered nooks, and on the very edge 
of the lower deck. I glanced at the situation, and 
was jusfc thinking that I should not care to be in 
that position with Estas, when I saw her deliber- 
ately give him a slight posh with her elbow, which 
caused him to lose his balance and fall into the 
water. I believe that I called out, and rushing 
towards, him jumped in in an Instant. I soon, 
however, discovered that there was no occasion for 
this act, for he swam like an octopus, as indeed 
every Nearoomian can swim. The Borondoro was 
stopped, and wo again got on board, after ex- 
periencing nothing worse than a good duckiog. 
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T) 

ere were very fo w people ncar ^ en ^ ^ 

relT ° ne t0 ° k ^ f ° r *-** that «»• oecu r : 
^;-P^7-i« a , Wo, of ecu,, both 

time he began to explain the matter li 

■ f , ,, r ° matter. 1 inquired 

* >» .a.^ a. pMhed ,, im in MdJ 

design ? 

Ho answered that it WM impossible for bin, to 

b^ bat that .he appeared to be annoyed at the 

time. They had been engaged for about a year, 

but at the commencement of this aummer he m j 

Meriiidi, the young lady with whom he danced 

latterly, and got to lore her better than Eatas. (I 

was not surprised.) This caused him sonic worry. 

However, he thought it was better to apprise 

Bsfcas, and explain the matter fully to her, as waa 

the custom of the country. It was during this 

explanation that the accident took place. " E/en if 

it were intentional, " he continued, "he did not 

consider it to bo a very serious matter, as she 

would know that the greatest injury she could 

inflict upon him by the act would be a sudden 

plunge-bath, and, after all, perhaps it was only what 

he deserved." 

After dressing, we returned to the lower deck, 
where Hltomlik joined Meriudi, I, however, saw 



x 
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noting of Alvarez, and began to walk along the 
promenade, in the hope of meeting her. Boring 
this ti'me I also missed Vandalia, and was wonder- 
ing where they had gone, when I met Yevcma, 
and got into conversation with him about various 
matters. After some time had elapsed, we re- 
paired to the middle deck for refreshments, Hav- 
ing patronised one of the stalls, wo sat down, but I 
could see nothing of Alvarez ou this deck. I did 
not question Yeyema as to their whereabouts, 
thinking that he very probably would not 

know. 

However, I noticed that there was a good crowd 
of people some distance ahead of us, but could not 
see those who were sitting in front, as some were 
standing. I looked for somo time in that direc- 
tion j still; there was no sign of the ladies putting 
in an appearance, so I suggested to Yeyema that 
wc go "ahead/ 5 and we walked towards the crowd. 
I went sufficiently far to the front to get a view of 
the whole, and felt satisfied that she was not among 
them ; indeed, we were on the point of returning, 
when I happened to turn half round and look to 
the left. There I saw a sight that chilled me, and 
yet I had to endeavour to conceal all signs c 
emotion, as I did not wish to expose my weakness 
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to Yeyema. f course I would fcell him of it later 
on, for in him I Lad found a true friend ■ but no W 
I was agitated. There, .seated beneath M( in one 
of the many partially enelpsed crannies, was Al- 
varez, and in earnest conversation with a very 
handsome young man, whom I had not met before. 
If she happened to look up, g he could BG0 us, 
and this made me all the more anxious to look 
as if I were not the least concerned. I gazed at 
the pair for a moment, then, without looking to- 
wards Yeyema, began to walk in the opposite direc- 
tion. Wo had not gone far, however, when Van- 
dalia, who was alone, joined us. This was indeed 
a relief, and we went to tho lower deck, where a 
dance was about to be commenced. I asked Yan- 
dalia if she would become my partner. She con- 
sented, and we took our places. I endeavoured 
to be cheerful, but still I felt mortified, and was 
wondering if I should have to forget, when Al- 
varez and her sprightly companion tripped past 
us, and took their places in the dance. This waa 
unbearable, and I wished the performance was 
over, in order to get away somewhere, feeling that 
I cared very little whore. The music, however, 
commenced, and wo commenced to dance with it. 
Although my partner knew tho dance thoroughly, 
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and I was under the impression that I knew it 
myself, still I made several blunders. However, ifc 
bfgan to occupy my thoughts, and I got on better 
towards the end. When it was over, I suggested a 
seat on the middle deck. She agreed,, and we re- 
paired thither. 

On the way I began to think of Vandalia, this 
strange and beautiful girl, who had never yet 
caused me a pang, who never took the slightest 
notice of me keeping the company of other youuw 
ladies, and who frankly confessed that she would 
love none. Surely there must be something 
.superior in her nature ! Did I meet any one like 
her in Ncuroomia ? I could only answer this ques- 
tion in the negative. 1 had met several equal to 
her in beauty, but none of such a sweet disposi- 
tion. And why was this so ? Ah, she had known 
distress, and had herself tasted the pangs of bitter- 
ness and despair, which the other girls with whom 
I was acquainted had not experienced. 

We chose a seat in the far front, where we could 
get a good view of the sea and islands that we 
passed. 

The cold, fresh breezes from the icy expanse 
played through her flaxen tresses, and she looked 
beautiful in her sadness. 
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• I now felt more comole3j thQugh stui micQm ^ 
iortable enough. 

■ "Thi'a ia a lovely trip!" she remarked. "I 
always enjoy it so much." 

" Th er o appear to be many on board who do so," 
I observed. 

" Yea," she answered ; « the proportion of sa d 
ones is indeed very small," 

"Alvarez seems to be exceptionally happy," 
I remarked. "Did you notice her in the 
dance? " 

"Yes," she said meditatively; "I think she is 
alvraya happy, and why should she not be so ? " she 
continued. "Time will pass just the same if she 
were otherwise," 

"Are you acquainted with her companion ? " I 
inquired. 

" Yes," was the reply. " His name is Omalouzij 
and he is well known in Atazatlan. They have 
been acquainted since they were children." 

" Do you think she loves him ? " I asked. 

"No; not with a view to matrimony," she said. 
" That she likes him I have no douht, and very 
probably he has a regard for her; but still they 
are not lovers." 

"They are not engaged, then?" I observed. 
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"No/' was the answer, "Alvarez is, as yet, 
engaged to none." 

This was joyous news for me. " She is a charm- 
ing girl/ 5 1 said, ""and if I do not see less of her in 
the future, I am afraid that I may learn to love her. " 
This confession brought a smile to VandahVs 
face. " Alvaress has been loved on more than one 
occasion/' she responded, "but hitherto has always 
turned a deaf ear to the solicitations of her suitors. 
She is a strange girl," she continued: "happy in 
her way, yet inclined to be somewhat dissatisfied 
with existing conditions., and yearning for that 
which cannot be. Yet/ J she went, on, "she ia 
noble in her aspirations, amiable in sentiment, and 
of a loving, disposition. When, however,, she does 
love,, it will be with an intensity characteristic of 
her ardent nature/' 

"It is such women as she," I observed, "that 
become famous with us, for she possesses sufficient 
intellect to carry her beyond the ordinary groove 
of everyday life, of which, by the way, the masses 
become thoroughly wearied; and, apart altogether 
from her personal charms, there is a kind of magne- 
tism in her manner, and pointedness in her conver- 
sation, that would be certain to seduce attention." 
"You attribute, then/ she said, -what you are 
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pleased to term our superior state of happiness, 
to the more varied conditions that attend our 
existence ? ". 

^ "Yea; but only in a measure," I answered. 
■' Still, the people here do not labour in the ono 
channel during their whole lives, as many do with 
us. However, we are approaching the ice/' I 
remarked, for I could perceive the broken outline 
of the 6eld stretching along the clear horizon. 

" Yea/ J she said, « we shall soon come to a 
halt," 

" And where ia Scalascala ? >s I inquired. 

" Some distance behind us now," was the answer. 
"We passed the channel leading to it somo time 
before we left the Nocalattan Sea. However," she 
continued, "I understand that we shall call and 
stay there some time on oar return; but, for the 
present, the Dorondoro will anchor near the field, 
in order that tho people may land in the boats. 
You see they arc already examining the fixing?." 

All amusements were now quitted, and the pas- 
sengers began to crowd ahead, all eagerly gazing 
on the cold yet sublime sccno in front. So we left 
our seat, and I met Yondozij who presented uie 
with a pair of skates. 

The Dorondoro was now proceeding only at half- 
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speed; meanwhile, preparations were being inado 
for landing-. At last she stopped near the compact 
field, and anchored. Then the boats w.cre lowered ; 
filled with ladies who desired to reach the ice for 
stating- or other amusement, and by the time they 
made a few trips, there were not many of the 
weaker sex on board. 

The men now entered the boat?, and I was amona' 
the first lot, in company with Yeyema, Moro, Hit- 
omlik, and Yondozi. Wo could see the proceeding 
on the ice: thousands of ladies, where a few 
minutes before was but a solitary waste, wore tra- 
velling in every direction at lightning speed, while 
others amused themselves by playing various games. 
Immediately we landed, I put on my skates, for 
I was anxious to have a dash on the ice. 1 was 
among the first ready; however, we waited till a 
number were prepared, and then we set off for 
a race. I happened to get the start, and was 
leading, and, indeed, likely to keep that position, 
when I met with an accident. It nppcars that a 
lady, whom I did not notice till too late, was 
coming in a direction at right angles to my course, 
and as she was passing, bumped her body against 
my outstretched head. This caused me to swerve 
and fall heavily on my back. A glance in the 
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di-ction of the l a dy, as j was fa]li ^ ^^ ^ 

, g figure of E Btaaj and, of course, T uttered 

* ° rt marIne TO* '« h«r. I was stunned for a 

i^e, but soon regained consciousness, and did not 

ollowthe advice of my companion-to return to 

the Dorondoro for treatment. However, my body 

was so stiff and sore from the effects of the Fall 

that further skating, f or a tillTe at leaatj ^ mt J 

the question; indeed, it was only just before we 

left that I was able to indulge in the luxury of a 

few races with the young ladies, 

During our stay the boats kept constantly plying 
between the vessel and the ice. This enable 
excursionists to learo and return whenever they 
felt disposed. When sufficient time had elapsed 
for them to acquire an appetite from the skating 
and many other exercises, preparations were made 
for a monster picnic. Fuel and stoves were brought 
from the ship, and a huge camp was formed; then 
fires were lit, and when tin's was accomplished, 
many curling, winding wreaths of smoke. might be 
seen slowly and dreamily ascending from the ice, 
which presented an imposing spectacle. Stretching 
as far as the eye could reach was the level expanse, 
dotted here and there with moving figures, some of 
them so small as to be almost imperceptible in the 
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distance. Towards the north it was ice, ice every- 
where, till jfc reached the sky along the blue horizon, 
IS r pr was it cold, for the sun was not obscured by 
clouds; yet we suffered no inconvenience from its 
oblique rays. 

During" this time I saw Alvarez only on one or 
two occasions, when she came to inquire concerniuf 
the extent of tbe injuries I had received from the 
ice. On learnings however, that nothing serious 
Lad taken place, she again raced off on her skates 
in company with Omalonzi. 

After remaining on the ice for a period equal to 
three or four of our days, the anchor was raised, 
and the Dorondoro turned slowly round and headed 
in the direction of the Eocalattan Sea, on her way 
to Scalascala, 

We were now indeed a merry host, and the 
adventures on the icefield were discussed with ani- 
mation. Of course there were a few, like myself, 
who felt inconvenience from the effects of placing 
their bodies in rather close proximity to the frozen 
waste, No limbs, however, were broken, and it 
was expected that those who were hurt would be 
well again before we reached oar next rendezvous. 

Soon after getting on board, we all sat down to 
a hearty meal, which I believed every one enjoyed 
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;*™*Uy. Shortly after-ward, all was tranquilly 
-el th 6 £ oWoro prfjceeded ag befofej but ^ 

sleeping cargo. 

On waking, I f e]fc my joints exceptioml1v ^ 
-<! little inclined to get np; so I ] bM i Q bed J 
began to meditate. Alvarez was uppermost in my 
thoughts. Perhaps, after all, I had allowed myself 
to ho too much worried over seeing be, with, and 
apparently attached to, Omalonai, and should not 
W avoided her; besides, had she not a perfect 
right to keep company with whomsoever she 
pleased. I could now plainly see that I had used 
had judgment in this matter, and would endeavour 
to make amends before it was too late. Yes, T 
would seek out Alvarez, and try, at least, to be as 
friendly with her as before; and with regard to 
Oiaalonai— well, perhaps it would be as well to 
take no notice of him, 

I now heard a tapping at my door, and called 
out, " Come in," whereupon it opened slowly, and 
Tondozi raado his appearance. 

He said that he had looked in to see if 1 were 
unwell, as ho had been wondering why I was 
not up. 

"Are the others up ? " I inquired. 

Ykp, the others had been up for some time, and 
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the meal was nearly ready, however, that would 
make no difference^ lie said,, as I could get what- 
ever 1 required at any time. 

But the mention of it did make a difference fo 
me. Tor J now felt hungry, and was up in a moment. 
My friend waited for me, and we both repaired to 
the middle deck, and took a seat at one of the 
tables. 

As we approached, a small dark-eyed girl was 
quitting her seat. Yondozi spoke to her, and in- 
troduced me. Her name was Delemia, and I learnt 
from my friend that she was au actress, also a 
talented musician, and one of the hest singers in 
the country. She belonged to Tehana, and had 
acted at the Wameroo Theatre already this 
season. 

I felt much interest in my new acquaintance; 
indeed, hers was a face not to be easily forgotten. 
I inquired if there was any prospect of hearing her 
sing. 

ff Yes," he said. "She hag gone towards the 
drawing-room, and is very probably playing there 
at the present time." 

Having finished our meal, we walked into the 
drawing-room, where there were a number of ladies 
and some members of the sterner sex as well. 
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it' J" 5 DOt ^^ 1— , but rec i ining 

Tondozi went and spoke a few words to her 

—mbbog a piau0j ouly much m 

-era Ws , all of wbicb ^ * ^ 

Nevertheless, I enjoyed fcke ^ ^ ^ ^ 
londozi was right ia his opinion. She saD g a 8ong 
only one, bat I shall never forget it-never' forged 
the sweetness of that apparently sad voice. I t 
dwells ia my memory like a soft yet brilliant star 
whose halo shall neither be extinguished nor 
dimmed by time. After she had ended, she sat 
still for a whil 0j but no one asked her to sing 
another, and all were silent. 

Seeing this, I thought it only right that I should 
act the gallant, so I led her back to her former 
scat, then joining Yondozi, we descended to the 
lower deck, for 1 was anxious to have a smoke. 
Wo went astern, and haviug filled and lit my pipe, 
addressed my friend, 

"Come now, old bov/ J I said (be was nearly 
twice as old as myself), "did not that singing set 
you thinking about changing- your views on matri- 
mony ? Picture to yourself how charming it would 
be to have the possessor of that voico with you in 
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a mountain home near one of those dreamy lakes. 
It makes me poetical to think of it." 

"Delemia is a noble as well as an attractive 
girl," lie answered ; " but though of an extremely 
romantic disposition;, she has been accustomed to 
society, and I am inclined to the belief that the 
stage would be more congenial to her active ima- 
gination than a secluded homo among the moun- 
tains; and, further, if it were otherwise, I am 
doubtful if she would care to share the enjoyments 
and drawbacks attending a rural life with me." 
"Suppose you try to persuade her/' I said. 
"I have not changed my views concerning 
matrimony, and there is therefore no occasion," 
was the reply. 

" Do you not think/' I said, " that you would be 
happier with one of tho fascinating girls of Neu- 
roomia for a mate, than by permanently remaining 
in your present state ?" . 

"Possibly/' was the answer; "but in order to 
realize the felicity of that state, it would be neces- 
sary for me to forego enjoyments to which I have 
grown accustomed. Indeed, it would appear/' he 
continued, "that one happiness is obtained only by 
the forfeiture of another; therefore, if weighed in 
the balance, it is questionable which would prove 
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the more ponderous: that which I should be com- 
pelled to relinquish, or that which a change in my 
state may possibly bring into existence." 

"In Neuroomia," I replied, "where there 13 no 
danger of experiencing the discomforts and annoy- 
ances arising from poverty, and where Gxistence is 
surrounded by conditions in the highest degree 
avourable, I fad to see how or why it would ho 
incumbent on a man takiog a partner for life to 
mate any serious sacrifices," 

"I was not speaking generally," he said, "but 
as regards my own individual case. Concerning 
marriage," he continued, "I have thought ove'r the 
matter, and hold that, notwithstanding whatever 
has been said against it as an institution, and what- 
ever its drawbacks might be, that to me the 
wedded state appears the most natural and noble 
for all. As for myself, perhaps I should have taken 
a partner, but then I should have taken one before 
I reached the meridian of life." 

" You are not an old man yet/' I interjected. 
"No," was the answer; "it is not age so 
much as the groove I have got into that now forms 
the barrier. For the last, fifty years I followed a 
roving life, and led an expedition to the mountains 
every summer, frequently remaining away from 
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civilization during the whole timo the sua was 
sliming-. Then, during the opposite half: of the 
year, I led a secluded life, meditating over what 
I had seen, and writing books. Now if I changed 
my condition, iu the first instance, I should have to 
abandon going on these expeditions; but I have got 
to love them, to love living alone and away from 
the haunts of men, surrounded only by Nature, and 
listening to her whisperings, aud again, during the 
period of twilight, I could not expect to devote the 
amount o^ time to literary work that I do at pre- 
sent. - " 

"Might not jour wife be induced to take an 
interest in many things that interest you?" I 
observed. 

"Yes," was the answer, "quite probably; but I 
consider that it would be selfish to anticipate it. 
" We shall take a ease in point," ho continued, 
" and assume that I am about to marry Delernia, 
What right have I to expect that she should be- 
come reconciled to my mode of life, any more than 
I to the stage ? " lie went on, " I think it would 
be selfishness on my part to arrive at a foregone 
conclusion concerning her profession, or any enjoy- 
ments that she has known. No, I would rather 
remain in my present stato, than be the moans of 
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withdrawing one iota of the pleases £ ex i stenc n 
from the life of another; bat here i, the object 
of our discussion approaching, and T shall leave yon 
to form a closer acquaintance with her, and see that 
you do not become sentimental, for she has charms 
to please/' 

Saying this, he walked towards Moro, who was 
only a little distance off. 

True enough, Delemia herself waa near, and would 
have passed me by, were it not that I happened to 
look towards her and give a glance of recognition. 
She paused for a moment, but I was already on my 
feet, and after we had spoken a few words, pro- 
posed the middle deck as a better place for obtain- 
ing a good view of sea and land, for the Dorondoro 
was majestically moving near the shore, while head- 
laud, cove, and island were slowly following one 
another to the rear. 

'' I suppose/' I observed, " that wo are drawing 
near Scalascala? " 

l{ Yes," she said, and continued, in her musical 
voice^ "I have not been here before, but have jnsb 
been told that we are already in the channel, and 
will soon be in the harbour, and within sight of the 
city. I understand that you like Neuroomia," she 
continued. 
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" Yes/' I replied, " and more than all her hand- 
some girls," 

11 In that case/' she said, "you should specially 
enjoy this trip, for I believe there are many beauti- 
ful young- ladies iu Scalascala ; but you surely have 
not yet forgotten the maids of other lands, whom 
we pictured in imagination to be so fair ! " 

{r No/' I answered, ' f but I fear that they have 
long forgotten me, and doubtless ere now look 
upon me as being no rnore.' J 

" Sad thoughts to entertain/' she said rnusiiWy ■ 
then , looking ahead, suddenly exclaimed : f( See ! 
there are the wooden towers of Scalasoala." 

Yes, I could see them plain enough; but my 
attention waa now drawn in other directions, for we 
were entering a picturesque little bar hour, which 
I began meditatively to compare with the bay at 
Atazatlan, when my sweefc companion broke iu, — 

"I have long been looking forward to this ex- 
cursion. What a lovely sight ! There is much to 
be seen here, for Orangala is frequently known as 
the ( country of wonders/ ,} 

We could now obtain a good view of the city 
itself, which was built on a tableland some distance 
above the sea. Although we were approaching the 
wharf, on which there was a very large concourse 
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of people waving green boughs, yet there was not 
tie least bustle or excitement, nor was this attribu- 
table to indifference on the part of the passengers, 
for the expression of gladness in every countenance" 
showed Low much they were interested. 

On reaching the wharf, an aged yet vigorous- 
looking little man stepped on board, went up t 
Yeyema, find addressed him, saying « that on behalf 
of tho people bo camo to welcome himself and the 
excursionists to Scakscak." This happened on 
the lower deck, so I went down, Delcruk in the 
meantime going away to prepare for landing. 

I met Yeyema at the foot of the staircase, and he 
introduced me to Gulouzok, Governor of Scalascala 
and the State of Orangala, then stepped ashore to 
meet his wife, who had been having a prolonged 
stay here with her own people. 

I found the Governor an interesting personage. 
His trimmed hair and beard were quite white, yet lie 
moved about with the sprightliuess of a lad. He 
spoke quickly, in short sentences, and at times with 
a kind of restrained abruptness, that indicated his 
nervous temperament, 'lie invited me to become 
his guest, and made a few inquiries about the land 
from which I sailed, then went oil' among (ho pas- 
sengers, with whom he conversed freely. 
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I now went ashore to take leave oE Yeyoma, and 
saw Vandaliaj wLo introduced me to her mother, 
Jliinbi, whom I met for the first time. She was a 
blonde, and much resembled her daughter. 

A large number ©f tho passengers made the Dor- 
ondoro fcbeh' home during their stay ; but many 
others, among whom wore Vandalia, Yeyema, Dele- 
mia, and Yondozi, went to live with their friends in 
the city or country. 

The people were parting, yet the parting was 
only to be of a temporary character, for it was 
understood that jmaiiy would meet again before 
we left, unci anvli was the case. 

.After leaving the wharf, we drove through tho 
city, which I found to differ in design from Atazat- 
l.'iii and Telnma. I remarked this to Golonzolaj 
who said tbat it had always been rhe e\- press de- 
tire of the inhabitants of Neuroomia that their 
cities should resemble each other as little as pos- 
sible. The houses were handsome structures, all 
built of wood, and in line. The buildings were 
surrounded by spacious gardens, between which 
were the even streets, overlaid with heavy phmking 
of dark-coloured timber. 

On arriving at Golonzola's residence, which was 
beautifully situated on the banks of a Inrge lake, 
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and surrounded by trees, I was introduced to his 
two grand-daughters, also a lady friend of theirs, 
one Fudelora, a tall blonde, with deep blue eyes and 
flaxen hair j but what impressed me most was her 
clear metallic voice, whose accents fell agreeably on 
the ear. As soon as I saw her and our eyes met, T 
knew that she would proves an attractable com- 
panion. I felt that with her the moments woul.l 
iudeed be possessed of speedy wings. The youm* 
ladies accompanied me through the grounds and 
along the banks of the great lake. Here WO spent 
a happy time till the dining hour approached, when 
we returned to Zalhwelma, as the residence was 
railed. 

Again I met many strangers of both sexes, to 
whom I was introduced, and when I entered the 
dining hall, I found that there was a large assem- 
blage. I sat next to Golouzola, who in the mean- 
time told me that ho was one hundred and ninety 
years of age, and that ho had been governor for a 
longer period than any man living. His wife was 
dead, and many of his grandchildren were grown 
up. 

After the meal wd3 over, we went to the ball- 
room, where dancing was kept up for some time. 
However, I did not remain there long, and after a 
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dance with Fndelora and a few others, I sought out 
my apartments, for I felt tired and sleepy. 

Still I lay awake for some lime thinking of the 
events of the past, and when I did fall into a heavy 
slumber, many beautiful faces presented themselves 
to my imagination in dreamland. I did not awake 
till aroused by the tinkling of a small machiuo in 
my room. 

Now in Ncuroomia it ia not the custom, except on 
momentous occasions, to disturb sleepers until they 
have had their fill, so I knew that some important 
movement was impending, and was up in an instant. 
On going out, I learned that a number of the 
guests were preparing for a trip to some interesting 
part in the neighbourhood, and were desirous that 
I should be one of the company. Of course this 
was agreeable news for me, so I lost no time in par- 
taking of some luncheon, then mounted my flanilla, 
and we made a start. 

Our route for some distance was through hills and 
hollows, evidently the result of volcanic agency, the 
country everywhere being in a high state of cultiva- 
tion ; homestead after homestead, nestling dreamily 
in the surrounding groves, was passed, and the 
winding road gradually ascended till we reached the 
top of what appeared to be a moderately elevated 
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table-laud. Here the houses and tilled fields dis~ 
appeared, and we found ourselves on a level,, barren 
tract of laud covered with low shrubs, while the 
dark outline of a deuse forest stretched along the 
horizon in front. It was indeed a delightful ride, 
with Fudelora by my Bide, and I felt doubly invig- 
orated by the fresh breezes from the ice. 

"Have wo much farther to go before we make a 
halt?" I inquired of my fair companion, for I be- 
gan to think of the animals carrying the provisions. 

ff Kot very far," was the reply. "You see the 
forest yonder/' she continued; <l well, wo have only 
to proceed a little distance into it, when we meet 
the Foroporia, or first great sunk valley. There wo 
shall be staying for some time; indeed, it is very 
probable that we shall not be going beyond it on 
this occasion." 

lt Have you ever been to Tehana? " I asked. 

"No," was the answer. "I was born in Oran- 
gala, and have never been beyond the borders of 
the state." 

" You are not fond of travelling, then ? " 1 re- 
marked. 

"No," she responded ; " I crmnot say that I am. 
People travel, I understand," she continued, " in. 
order to enjoy themselves ; but if you can enjoy 
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yourself at home, ia not that sufficient V She 
wont on, " Of course there are many exceptions, 
but as a general rale tlie people of Scalascala travel 
little, in fact, less than those of any other p:i.rfc of 
Neurooinia." 

"They arc, then, satisfied with their lot/' I ob- 
served. 

" Undoubtedly,''' was the answer, " although I 
do not mean to imply by that assertion that they 
arc more contented or happier here than else- 
where. This part, however, besides being fertile 
and picturesque, baa many natural curiosities, and 
it is to see the latter that largo crowds find their 
way here every year during the falls. Some remain 
long enough to become well acquainted, others take 
wives away with them, so that wo have many 
friends and relations in the distant states and cities. 
These return, and we are always glad to see tbem, 
and look forward to their coming. When are you 
going to return ? " she asked. 

"Whenever the Dorondoro leaves/ 1 I replied. 
" Then you will not be able to see much of our 
territory/-' she said, "for she docs not intend to 
remain hero long." 

"I hope to enjoy the privilege in future," I re- 
sponded, "for I feel tbat 1 could be very happy 
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here for a much longer period than I Lave to spare 
at present; but I have promised to return by tlio 
Dorondoro, and my friends will expect me. How- 
ever, I intend to have another trip here during the 
next summer." 

Here our conversation was interrupted by the 
stumbling of one of the animals laden -with picnic 
items. He foil, and tho load came to grief. I 
harried up to the scene, and with others began to 
gather whatever eatables were not soiled, and 
placed them in a fresh pack. I expressed regret to 
Fudelora afc what had happened. She only looked 
surprised, and observed that trivial accidents of that 
kind, and over which they had no control, never 
caused them any concern. Meanwhile, the man 
who led the animal was patting it on the neck, and 
appeared to sympathise with it in its misfortune, 
for both its knees were cut by the hard pebbles. 

We entered the forest, which in many respects 
differed from those of other mountain regions. 
There was a total absence of undergrowth, and tho 
ground was strewn with small dry twigs and dead 
leaves. No herbage was to be seen, and the feet 
of the animals produced a peculiar metallic sound, 
which indicated the proximity of the rock to the 
surface whenever they proceeded quickly. 
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All at once, and without any warning, from tlie 
appearance of the adjacent surface, that we were 
approaching the wonderful, we found ourselves on 
tho brink of the sunk Poroporia Valley. The scene 
was indeed impressive, rendered doubly so by the 
suddenness with which it burst upon the view. 
Towards the right the valley gradually rose in the 
direction of the distant mountains, but towards tho 
left, as far as we could see, it curved in and out till 
lost in a haze of blue. The walls, which were com- 
posed of different varieties of beautiful stone, were 
perpendicular in many places for thousands of feet. 
Their numerous colours glittered in the soft sun- 
light, and formed a singular contrast to the por- 
tions darkened by shade. Numerous streams of 
clear water poured over ledges and terraces to join 
the mightier torrent beneath. This river widened 
out in several places, forming small silent lakes, 
with roaring cataracts between them. 

The spectacle was stupendous, and for a time 
banished all other thoughts. Although all the 
members of our company, myself excepted, had on 
previous occasions visited this wonderful depression, 
yet they stood and admired as if they had never 
seen it before. 

"I urn not surprised," I said, addressing Fade- 
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lora, " that so many visitors every season come to 
Scalascala. The wonder- is that they have not built 
homes in this sublime locality," 

" The people of Orangala, generations ago/' she 
answered^ " decided that no buildings of any kind 
should bo erected near the Poroporfa Valley, for 
they justly considered that the work of man was 
incapable of adding to its loveliness. They were 
pleased with it as left by nature, and wo of the 
present day share their opinions." 

We again mounted our flanillas, and proceeded 
for some distance along the edge, in order to find 
Rome spot suitable for a temporary camping-ground 
for ourselves and the animals. This we soon dis- 
covered in the shape of a small, grassy pasture 
overlooking the valley beneath. Hero, however, 
a crowd had already halted, and were enjoying 
themselves. I at once recognised some of "my 
Dorondoro friends among them. 

Having dismounted, and released the animals 
from their burdens, we joined the excursionists, 
^d I met Yeyema, Hitomlik, Delomia, Yondozi, 
Yandalia, and her mother and younger sister. I 
spoke a few words to them all, and was iu the act 
o passing over to some one in the crowd, when I 
m ° St hjt "P gainst Alvarez, who was walking ia 



c 
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the opposite direction. I began to apologLse f ot 
my inadvertent intrusion, when she smiled in ] iei . 
former enchanting manner, and inquired, though 
apparently without much couceru, if I had wholly 
recovered from the effects of my experience on tli 
ice. We conversed for a while, and 1 found her 
as agreeable as ever. She was by herself, and al- 
though I looked about me more than once, I saw 
nothing of Omalonzi or Kstas. This?, however, did 
not cause me any serious inconvenience, and, after 
doing justice to the good things we had brought 
With ns, took part in their games. 

Time wore on, gladness ruled the hours, and 
many were the loving glances exchanged, when the 
happy throng were startled by the shrill cry of a 
human being as in distress. All looked, and some 
hurried in the direction from whence it came. I 
happened to be among the foremost, and, on 
arriving at the edge of a deep and dark gorge, 
which ran into tho great valley itself, I saw the 
form of a woman, with a child clasped in her arms, 
hung in the branches of a tree some distance be- 
neath. The woman was still and silent, but the 
child tossed and moaned occasionally. Ropes were 
speedily obtained and a man lowered, who made 
the lady fast to the end of one. 
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Meanwhile a womail camo runni ^ ^ ^ ^ 

my child ! ,J 

rr He's md/ . cricd gome one [fEatag 
saved Lira." 

The unconscious lady was brought to the top 
ond, trne enough, she proved to he Estas, who, 
after all, was not injured beyond hopes of recover/ 
The child Boon followed, and was found to bo little 
hurt. 

All was now clear-Estaa had saved the child's 
life at the risk of her own. Indeed, the occur- 
rence was witnessed by a couple of lovers, who 
happened to be near, and from the young lady, not 
from Estas, came the cry. It appears that the 
child in its play was running towards the preci- 
pice, heedless of danger, when Estas noticed him 
and ran to the rescue. She was just iu time to 
take hold of him as lie was going over, but was 
unable to recover her balance, and both dis- 
appeared. 

It how occurred to me that Dr. Exelexeto was 
right — Estas, notwithstanding her many draw- 
backs, bad good qualities, in common with the 
other women in Neuroomia, and here was ample 
proof that she also possessed noble ones. 
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The crowd dispersed, and some returned to their 
former pastimes. For ray own part, I preferred to 
walk alone with Alvarez along the brink of the 
beautiful valley, Wo were now on our former foot- 
ing, aud I felt bow foolish it was to have grieved 
so much over her keeping company with Omalouzi, 
for, after all, there was probably no love between 
them. 

'•'Have you anything to equal the Poroporia in 
other parts of the world ? » she inquired, 

I answered that I must confess I had never seen 
one on such a grand scale before, and also passed 
an opinion about the suitability of the vicinity for 
dwellings. 

" I do not think I would like it/' she said j « it 
is too awe-inspiring. Whenever I view it, it draws 
me towards itself, and at the same time I feel a 
kind of shrinking from it. It makes me feel so 
insignificant, so palpably aware of my own little- 
ness, that I feel as if I wished to be away from it, 
and at the same time causes a melancholy cloud to 
creep over rne, and I feel sad ; and yet the sadneas 
it produces cannot be said to be unpleasant. No," 
she continued, t( I would prefer a home in the wild 
mountains to one in the neighbourhood of this 
lovely abyss." 
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"You prefer a rural tQ a c . fcy ^ m 

l asked. 

"5^" She auswered " "There i s really too 
-^company i Q tKe city, aad you have too Btft, 
*ne to yourself. Then tb era i s the tBmptation ^ 

vmt and receive fpienda . Tiuie flles ^ 

We u apt to slip by without accomplish^ ailT 
thing. l a the country y 0a have tin* to reflect 
and view objects as they were originally desired 
by Nature, to which the works of man have a 
constant tendency to revert." She went on "The 
country, and not the city, appears to m. to'be the 
irne home of the human race; life in it ig ni(1[ . e 
simple and less artificial than in the largo centres 
of population. And tins i s we ll known to our 
legislators, who are endeavouring to make the 
cities as like the country as possible. Scalascala, 
for instance, could hardly be called a city at all." 

"Do you not think," I said, "that yon are 
highly compensated for the time you spend with 
your friends, we'll say in comparative indolence, 
by the exchange of ideas, which has a tendency, 
generally speaking, to give an impetus to 
thought? " 

"Very true," she replied. "1 believe that 
limited conversation is essential to progress j and 
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as for benefitting by the ideas of others, there is 
little doubt that every one is improved by hearing 
the opinions of the intellectual. But/' she con- 
tinued, " is it not possible to hear Loo many ideas 
and to spend too much time in analysing them. 
You will pardon me," she went on, u if I enter- 
tain a prejudice in this matter, for I have spent 
the greater portion of my life in tho country and 
have got to belie re that one is more likely to re- 
ceive truly great ideas from Nature than from 
man." 

" But in tho face of this/' I said, "does not the 
majority of your people possess an inclination to 
drift to the large cities ? J ' 

"No/' she replied, in a surprised tone, "it can- 
not be said that such is the case. On the contrary 
it is just the opposite, for by far the greater 
number choose, and love to live in, the country. 
Nearly all our gifted men live there; some, in- 
deed, in a seclusion that many of us think un- 
becoming, and I can safely say that our rulers — 
with, of course, a few exceptions— spend more than 
half their term of office at their rural scats." 

"It is not so with us/' I said; "for it is the 
ambition of nearly every one to live in or near the 
great cities, which are growing, in old and new 
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«**W* alike, at a rate LUt ; 3 caas;ng Ber . ou3 
**m to many of on, ablest politicians. However 
I notice tUt our friends are makin, potions 
to leave, and perhaps wc had better return." 

"J es / J "I- replied, "if you do not wish to make 
tlie Foroporia your romantic homo/' 

When wc arrived at our camp 3 we found nearly 
every one ready- so Alvarez joined those friends 
with whom she came, and I commenced my return 
Journey in company with Fudelora and the others 
of our party. Having paid little or no attention 
to this young lady during ou , st;i} . at fche ^^ j 
naturally expected that she might not be inclined 
to feel so favourably toward* me as she had 
formerly done. Indeed, I felt myself culpable for 
my negligence. However, to my surprise, I found 
that it did not make the slightest difference in her 
behaviour, for she was just as jovial and affable as 
before. 

I now began to discover that jealousy was not 
one of the traits of character in the Neuroomian 
women, and to question if it existed among them 
at alb Hitherto! had seen no indication of it, 
and the inference from this was that the men could 
not be influenced by this ignominious passion. As 
for myself, 1 knew that it was one of my weak- 

P 
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nosses, but I would rise above it in future. No 

JNeuroomian., male or female, would bo able to 

detect the slightest sign of this dotestablo quality 

in my disposition ; I wotdd suppress it in the bud 

for no one was benefitted by entertaining it. Jt 

certainly was not ennobling, and only made the 

individual who was foolish enough to give way to 

it more miserable. Yes, I would banish it for 

ever, for, to say the least of it, it was childish and 

not becoming the dignity that should appertain to 

manhood. 

I was meditating over this and the beauties of 
the Poroporia, when Fudelora inquired if I ever 
felt a desire to return to my own Ian J. I replied 
in the affirmative : that occasionally I wished to 
be back again, but as time passed I thought less 
about the matter, for I had always led the life of 
a rover. I had gone to sea, as we termed it, when 
a boy, and bad been sailing, with longer or shorter 
intervals on the land, ever since. 

"Having led such an adventurous life," she 
said, "do you not find life in Neuroomia somewhat 
monotonous ? " 

" JSTo/' I answered. " On the contrary, it is the 
only land that I have yet visited wherein I have 
not found existence monotonous. There ia neither 
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ike variety of character nor conditions of life here 
tHat I J lave fouud okewhere , bufcj m fche ofteii 

**d. there is a total absence of that grinding 
struggle for existence that makes life so weari- 
some in many a beautiful region." 

Wc had now left the forest, and were entering 
upon the cultivated country, when I noticed thai 
the road was strange to me. I pointed thi B ont to 
Fudelom, who replied tliat all was right, and that 
we were returning by a fresh route, which she 
trusted would prove interesting. And such in- 
deed was the case, for, on winding through the 
undulating country, we passed magnificent houses, 
with their beautiful lawns and gardens, and, at 
the same time, obtained a clear view of the sea 
and icefields beyond. 

It was here that the idea of settling upon the 
land first entered my thoughts. Why, life in a 
situation like this would bo ideal ! I had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing more of the country than when we 
were setting ont, and I could not help exclaiming 
to my charming companion that T now understood 
why the inhabitants of Orangola were not partial 
to travelling. 

We could now see Scalascala and the beautiful 
lake of Yallazelma in the distance. On arriving 
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there, we were welcoinetl by Golonzola, and, having 
taken refreshments,, tlie Dorondoro passengers 
began to prepare to leave, for the hour of the 
vessel's departure was approaching. The Governor 
drove us down to the wharf, where we an-aiti 
joined our friends and got on board. We had a 
number of fresh passengers, including those who 
remained from the last trip and a few from 
Scalascala. There was waving of blossoming 
boughs, and bouquets were changing hands; in- 
deed, the former was continued until the Dorondoro 
was well out in the harbour on her return journey 
to Tehana. 

All were gay, the soft strains of music were 
heard on every side, aud dancing and other pas- 
times were commenced. I saw Omalonzi : he was 
paying his addresses to another young lady, and I 
felt glad of it. Still, I did not forget the sadness, 
however temporary, that Alvarez and himself had 
caused me before we landed. So I determined to 
avoid the young ladies during the homo ward pas- 
sage, and keep in the company of my male friends. 
By doing this, there would be no danger of ex- 
periencing disappointments similar to the one re- 
ferred to, Besides, I now began to take a greater 
interest in this wonderful country— my future home 
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—and w as anxious to learn mora of its history, 
government, and institutions. So I walked into 
the library, winch was placed on the middle deck, 
and began to examine a large map, or chart, of the 
Nocalattau Sea that hung from the walls. 

Yeyema now happened to step in, and we entered 
into conversation. He made inquiries about the 
extent of my travels in the vicinity of Scalascala, 
and continued, — 

"Being a seafaring man, you doubtless take an 
interest in maritime charts and drawings." 
T replied in the affirmative. 

Ho went on, " We have a large collection in the 
maritime division of the Tehana library, which you 
will bo able to examine. " 

"The coast-line of this sea is terribly indented," 
I said. " The bays and small coves appear to be 
innumerable, and a piece of straight beach of any 
important length is nowhere to be seen. Hooks 
also seem plentiful in many parts." 

"Yes/* he said. "The configuration is ex- 
tremely irregular. Still, this is an advantage to 
the people, for, apart from the diversity of seen on, , 
it affords more room for settlements along its 
shores, — a circumstauco that was once largely 
availed of; for here, in the earlier historj of fche 
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country, ihe inhabitants made their homes, and 
attained, to a large extent, the means of subsist- 
ence from the adjacent waters. Indeed, " he con- 
tinued, "in past ages the Nbcalattau Sea haa been 
a powerful agent in civilizing 1 the people, for it 
afforded an easy and ready means of communi ca . 
tion between the different tribes roving in the 
vicinity. The exchange of products took place 
trade sprang into existence, and the general ad. 
vaneement of the people followed." 

"And what do those dark double lines indi- 
cate VI inquired. 

"They are the mefcal or line roads that con- 
nect the inland towns with the sea-board, and with 
one another/' he answered. "If you feel so dis- 
posed," he continued, "you may soon have a trip 
on one of them, for after remaining a short time in 
Tehana, I intend to proceed to Yacla, and if you 
choose to oomCj I shall be glad of jour company. 
It will be my last trip of the season." 

I agreed to this proposal, and Yeyema went 
away with his wife and daughter, who came to 
seek him. 

After they were gone, I went out, and seeing 
Yondozi alone, walked up to where he sat. 

"The Nocalattan Sea is well off for rocks/' I 
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said, "and on this account, judging from the chart 
in the library, should bo difficult to navigate." 

"Not at all/' was the answer. "All the rocks 
along the route used for ordinary navigation have 
been removed. There are, of course, many 
remaining, but they are to be found in localities 
not frequently visited." 

"Do they over cause accidents ?" i inquired. 
"Very few in recent times/' was the ready 
response, " for the positions are well known. How- 
ever," lie continued, fr they have been the cause of 
the death of many in the past, and perhaps the 
saddest case on record in connection with them is 
the wreck of the floating village Yannatoamja, 
which took place only daring the last generation." 
I begged him to proceed, 

" No one was blamed for this dire catastrophe," 
he said, "for the rock which caused the calamity 
bad been thrown up during an earthquake, where 
none had previously existed. The Yannawanya 
■was even larger than the Dorondoro, and had been 
fitted up and provisioned for a long cruise &mong 
the bays and islands in the southern basin of 
Noealattan Sea,, a part at that time noted for its 
wild and rugged beauty, but seldom visited. She 
si ruck when nearly every one was asleep, and 
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shortly after leaving the island of Tooroona, where 
they had remained some time. It appears that 
they were treated to a series of entertainments by 
the people of the island, and were awake attending 
on these festivals during- the whole of their stay 
On leaving-, they immediately betook themselves to 
their beds, in the hope of having a long sleep and 
alas I that hope was only too terribly realized. 
There was just the one shock, and sho disappeared 
whither, no one can tell, but it is believed that she 
was drawn underneath partly by the action of a 
whirlpool. However, be that as it may, no trace 
of her has over been found. Of course several 
spars of the lighter kinds of wood, that doubtless 
broke off after she struck, have been recovered, 
and to these the survivors clung till they were seen 
and rescued." 

" How many ? " I asked. 

"Only four/ 1 was the nervous response. "Four 
out of that vast, concourse. The exact number will 
never be known," he continued meditatively; "but 
it is believed that about ten thousand persons 
perished during that lamentable hour, This dread- 
ful event for a time paralyzed the whole nation, and 
for a long period there was no expedition to the 
Southern Sea, aa it- is sometimes called. A more 
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r °; aatlc llist0 ^ towwar, belonga to the survive, , 
who „ ere lovers-two men and two y0Mg ^ 
Each of the tnen met the girl to whom h e became 
attached for the first time on board the fated vessel 
The four were standing near the stem f the 
middle deck when eke struck, and were thrown 
clean out into the water. No one saw her going 
down, for they began to swim with all°thei° 
strength in the- opposite direction. Gn looking 
round, they saw nothing where the Yawnavnnya 
once had been but a few pieces of timber from her 
upper parts. I need scarcely mention/ ' he went 
on, " that the impression this sad occurrence left 
on the minds of the lovers was deep. However 
they determined that the event should always re- 
main fresh in their memories, and never returned 
to their homes or civilization, but chose fresh 
dwelling-places for themselves on a high plateau, 
enclosed on all sides by lofty mountain ranges. 
Here, on the banks of a beautiful fresh- water lake, 
which they named ( Yannawanya/ they built their 
houses, and laid the foundations of the city of 
Yaela. The Government of the day confirmed 
their choice. Others soon followed, and remained 
with them, for the climate was salubrious, and the 
sod fertile. They lived to a ripe age, and uow 
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rest in the land of their adoption ; "but the city 
they had founded grew and prospered, and pro- 
mises, at no distant date, to rival Tehana itsolf. 3j 

"The reek has doubtless been removed " I a h 
served, 

ff No/> was the reply, "It crumbled away, and 
actually dissolved, by some peculiar and latent 
agency at present not understood by us. As ft, 
the whirlpool, its influence has long- ceased to h 
felt." 

"Are there many different kinds of rock in the 
sea? JJ I asked. 

* Only three," was the answer. <■' First we have 
volcanic, like the one in question, then sandstone 
but the hardest' and most dangerous is that formed 
by the labours of a small marine insect," 

" Coral rocks," I exclaimed. « Why | I had no 
idea they existed here. In some instances they 
take interesting and beautiful shapes, resembling 
plants and other objects, beneath the waters of oar 
warmer seas." 

'They alike do the same here/' he observed. 
""And you may see many specimens to the collec- 
tion I have added to the Geographical Department 
at Atazatlan. J ' 

Here we parted, and I returned to the library 
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£u11 uf U ^«gtt, Then, choosing a book I l,M ,1 

■p., ii i , a "wx., ± ww.i down 

m on a coucllj and retld m > T3f;lf off to ^«p 

^n I woke up, I sought out my room, and 
spared for the mea i winch happened to be ready 

, mj Wind0W 1 C0llld Plainly distingnish the 

colours of the Wonderful Tolar founts, aud from 
this r knew that we were again drawing near Neu- 
rooWs greatest city. We Bat long at the table 
discussing various events, aud on going out , the 
city was right before us, and the Dorondoro bend- 
ing for the wharf. 

After we landed, I took leave of Alvarez, Yon- 
dozi, and some more of my friends, who were going 
to return at once to Atazatlan, then drove with 
Yeyema to his residence, and ones more' became 
bis guest. 

From the time I first heard Delemia singing, I 
decided to visit the Tehana theatres on the first 
opportunity. I made my wish known to Teyema. 
He said that he was not going just then himself, as 
he had State matters to attend to; however, that 
Vandalia was foud of theatre-going, and would pro- 
bably be ready to accompany me. She was ac- 
quainted with all the principal actors and actresses, 
also dramatic authors, and would be able to give 
me introductions. 
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On interviewing Yandalia about the matter, sho 
was willing to go, but would not be ready for sodiq 
little time. So I promised to wait, and in the 
meantime went for a ride in the neighbourhood 
When I returned^ she was waiting-, so we rode 
together to the " FondropeH." 

On arriving 111 front of a very massive building 
we handed the animals to one of the lads in attend, 
ance, who took them away to an enclosure reserved 
for their use, 

" Where shall we sit ? " I inquired. 
ct Anywhere/' was the quick response. "There 
will be a number of vacant seals." 

We paid with a coin after passing through the 
wide doorway — tickets not being used, — then 
mounted about a dozen steps, and found ourselves 
on another floor, with a large screen or portable 
door in front. On this were some excellent paint- 
ings of celebrated artists and scenery. There was 
a wide opening on either side, and we passed to 
the left into the main building. The front, with 
its pillars and porticos, was indeed grand, and I 
considered that it probably formed an index to the 
interior, so that I expected to see something be- 
yond what I had been accustomed in the way oi 
theatres, but I certainly never anticipated such a 
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goTgeous spectacle as was now presented to out 
view. TLe room was lofty, and of stupendous 
dimensions. There were rows of seats in front, and 
tiers f sea tg ou the three sides, one rising above 
the other to a considerable heights. The oval roof 
was supported by golden columns, which ran round 
the whole building, and the tapestry was of the 
richest character, and, indeed, ineffable. There 
were no stalls, pit, or galleries, and no difference in 
price, the seats being so arranged as to make the 
matter of choice of little importance, 

My attention, however, was attracted by the 
stage, with its magnificent curtains and hangings. 
Tt was now vacant, nod we took the first empty 
scats we came to, Vandalia showing no anxiety to 
get to the front. Indeed, there were many empty 
places near the stage, while a number of those near 
the door were occupied, This surprised me, and 
I asked of Vandalia, if thcra happened to be a 
crowded house, would there not he a rush for the 
front seats? 

"No," she replied. "Some people like to sit 
near the stage, but others again prefer to be some 
distance away, while a proceeding of the kind yon 
have mentioned would be considered selfishness on 
the part of those concerned, and this would not be 
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to fch«ir advantage in the event of there being a 
full house, " she continued, " It ia understood that 
the younger members of the audience shall ascend 
to the higher tiers, but the management look after 
these matters when required. Besides," she went 
071, » there are many theatres in the city which do 
not differ materially from one another, and as a 
general rule, the people are not so enthusiastic 
over the drama as to over-crowd any particular 
one. - " 

We now heard the strains of music from in- 
visible musicians, and a number of beautiful girl, 
just budding into womanhood, appeared, as if by 
magic, on the stage. They were dressed in the 
most brilliant costumes, danced, sang, and made 
their exit. 

Then Delemia appeared by herself. She was 
greeted with applause. I ] eai . nfc from y andalia 
that she was the prima donna of thu company. 
She indeed looked charming, and sang ia her 
usually superb style. When she concluded, there 
were evident sigus of universal admiration, and the 
stage was fairly strewn with flowery wreaths. 

The singing and dancing, however, were only a 
preliminary to the opera itself, which represented 
some historical event with which I was not ac- 
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■PubWl, but winch evidently took place at a time 
»»»* the people were less civilized than at present 
; h ° WeVCTj P r0Ve<1 to be of an intensely abaorW 
character, and Deleraia took a leading part. 

^ At the conclusion, I inquired of Vandalin if fcb n 
display of passion exhibited were not exaggerated, 
as it seemed to me not to be in accord^with the 
apparent en se and self-control oE the people of 
Nenroomia. She answered that the artistes always 
enaeavoured to faithfully represent the sentiments 
and customs of the period to which their drama 
referred, but at times, notwithstanding the accuracy 
of their history, it was difficult for them to become 
acquainted with the incidents that gave tone to 
eventsj and the motives that influenced men and 
manners in past ages. 

When wo returned, we found Yeyema busy in 
mating preparations for our projected tour to 
laela. I felt something more than a passing in- 
terest in this place, and in answer to my friend's 
query, affirmed that I was ready. 

I noticed a nervousness in hi a actions that I 
had not witnessed before, nor did he appear to 
be in hia usual spirits. However, I did not 
think much of the matter, but attributed it to 
the excitement that somo persons are always 
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more or leas addicted to, before commencing a 
journey. 

We drove to a point on the nictiil linos, and got 
into an enormous conveyance. The lines wore 
Ldd much the same as on our own railways. They 
were, however, much heavier, and farther apart 
while there was only one carriage, which appeared 
large enough to contain half the population of a 
good-sized town. It began to move at the ap- 
pointed time, and we soon found ourselves whirliriu' 
fowards the interior at u rate of speed that seemed 
to me to baffle calculation. The road was by no 
means even, nor was thero any occasion for it to 
be so, for the conveyance went up steep inclinea, 
and descended their opposite aides, without the 
least difficulty. 

On arriving at the city, wc were met by the 
Governor, Unaloplo, and two of YeyemVs brothers. 
The former extended us a ready welcome in a quiet, 
unostentatious manner. Notwithstanding the high 
position Yeyeina held among the rulers of the 
continent, and his unquestioned popularity, yet at 
none of the centres we visited was there any de- 
monstration on the part of the people. Still, there 
was a genuine ring about the simplicity of the 
receptions that contrasted strongly with the empty 
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display of hypocrisy and affectation indulged fa, on 
™y occasions by my own people (I regret to 
admit it) when paying tribute to their representa- 
tives and politicians. 

Here I parted with my friend, who took Lb de- 
parture with his brothers to his mother's residence 
In the meantime I drove off with Unaloplo, and 
became Lis guest. I felt very much out of sorts 
by our rapid transit. However, I had a glorious 
sleep, and woke up after a longer repose than 
usual, feeling soothed and refreshed, and with an 
inclination to see and learn as much as I could 
about this romantic territory. 

According to previous arrangement, I met and 
went abroad with Yeyeina, who was unusually 
tacit urn j while T, on the contrary, felt excessively 
delighted at the dreamy beauties of Late Yauna- 
wanya and the vicinity. 

After leaving the city, we walked along its Lanka 
for some distance, then, turning into a wood, began 
to ascend a slight eminence. Here Yeyema broke 
the silence. "I have come hereon a rather sad 
mission/' he said; « to visit the grave of my 
father, and, perhaps, should have left Facia alone on 
this occasion, as I always do. However, as you are 
here, 1 shall feel a relief in telling you my story." 

Q 
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I begged him to proceed. 

"I have observed, ** he continued, with a certain 
degree of pride and happiness, " that you entertain 
what I believe to be a very high opinion of the 
people and conditions of life here ; but although 
our longevity is about three times that of the in- 
habitants of other lands, still tho end comes, for we 
are mortals, and it is the regret at losing those 
we love that makes such a large portion, of our 
lives, that might otherwise bo happy, so fall of 
sadness. My father removed here, with his vomi" 1 
family, daring the time of the lovers, and when 
there were very few people, Alas ! how* well I can 
now remember the many happy years passed with 
my sisters, brothers, and youthful playmates along 
the shores of this then secluded lake. Bat time 
rolled on here as elsewhere, and when, in duo 
course, it was arranged that I should seek a home 
for myself, I left my parents, and settled on tho 
land a long distance away from them. Still, I 
used to return periodically, and was happy, until 
one summer the bitter fact, cruelly forced itself 
upon me, that he whom I loved was no more. It 
seemed as if an eagle had driven his claws deep 
into my heart, and retained his savage grip with 
a ferocity that extinguished the least hope of it 
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e^bcin, r eWed. I We felt ifc f,, m ftafc , 
«* I fell lt ^11, an(1 no mattep what x 

«alae, or what successes I attain, that wastm* 
pain renmmg, till eventually ifc will consume itself?* 

We had now arrived at the summit, and here, in 
view of the snowy height, above and the tranquil 
lake beneath, were a few graves, covered overly 
unhewn stones, bearing tLe names and other par- 
ticulars concerning the sleeping forms fchey covered. 

"There he rests," he said, pointing to the 
nearest. 

I examined the others, and knew they were 
those of the lovers. 

On our way back, he inquired if my parents were 
living. I answered in the negative, saying that 
they died whilo I was still very young, and that I 
scarcely remembered them at all. 

On arriving at Unaloplo's residence we again 
parted, and he returned to the cottage, saying that 
lie would call for me when about to leave Yaola, 
I found the Governor to be a quiet, reserved, and, 
comparatively speaking, young bachelor; jet lie 
was kiad and courteous. Ilia tranquil disposition 
appeared to be more the result of meditation than 
caution, for ho was a deep reader, a profound 
thiuker, and more of a poet than a statesman. 
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There were no ladies about tie place. However, 
we visited several families together, and 1 spent 
many pleasant hours in Ida company. The city had 
no regular form, but consisted of buildings along 
the peninsulas and banks of Lake Yannawanya, 
in some instances close together, bnt in others, 
separated by gardens and grassy lawus. 

During one of our walks, I happened to remark 
that Yacla, considering it had no design, had a 
very attractable aspect. 

" Yes," he answered. " Its founders decided that, 
as regards design, it should be unique, and our 
best engineers assert that they can see no way 
of improving its appearance by any fixed plan. 
Further/' he continued, f< respect is duo to the 
opinions and labours of our pioneers."" 

Yeyema arrived at the appointed time, and then, 
taking leave of our esteemed host, wo returned to 
Tehann . 



CHAPTER VI. 

HE ADDRESSES LARGE AUDIENCES. 

The sua was now drawing nearer and nearer to 
the horizon, and his oblique rays appeared to signi- 
ficantly remind us that he would soon be lost to 
view. Tehana, however, was just as gay as when 
we lefbibj and I went from gathering to gathering, 
enjoying myself and making fresh acquaintances. 
Still j I folb as if [ should like to hare something 
to do. All I bad hitherto done, apart from recrea- 
tion, was to beep my diary posted up, Daring one 
of our walks in the neighbourhood of the citv, I 
made my desire known to Ycyema, who approved 
of the idea. 

" Everybody will very soon be at work again," I 
said, " and I would like to follow their example. " 

" How would von like to pass the months of 
twilight ? " he inquired, 

" T think that I would like to settle upon the 
laud/' I replied, " although I have never lad that 
life before. 51 
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" Or perhaps you might take charge of one of 
our large vessels/' he suggested. 

" Yes," I answered ; " but I am not prepared to 
do so at present for,, in the first place, I have not 
studied the geography of the Nocalafetau Sea; and 
again, your vessels are in. many respects different 
from ours, and it would take mo some little time 
to master these d e tails. " 

"Very well," was the response; C! I merely 

mentioned the matter because I considered it 

might be more congenial to your inclination than 

settling upon the land. However, there are several 

small estates vacant in the neighbourhood, and you 

may choose ono for yourself; you will be charged 

rent on the minimum scale allowed by our laws. 

This, however, you will find to bo a mere trifle; in 

fact, you will very probably not be charged for the 

use of the laud at all, as I am almost certain that 

the legislature shall be willing to take exception to 

your ease. However, I may ag well tell you that 

Ormeyubla and myself have already discussed the 

question of your employment, and the Government 

have something else in view for yon, if it should 

prove acceptable.'-* 

" What is it r " I inquired. 

"To write a history of the other continents and 
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their inhabitants from yonr own personal know- 
ledge and observations. " 

I stood still and considered for a moment, Yes, 
I would do it. 

"Bat before commencing a work of this kind/' 
I 4aid, ff it will bo necessary for me to become 
acquainted with the history of this continent; and 
I understand that you already knew something of 
the other parts of the world previous to my arrival 
here/' 

"Yes/' was the answer. " And if we consider 
traditions, legends, and MSS., together with the 
opinions of our philosophers, we have quite a col- 
lection of books treating on the subject." 

"I should like to read them all before commenc- 
ing the history/ 5 I said. 

"Perhaps, in that case/ J he observed, "it would 
bo advisable to take an estate as near as possible 
to Tchana, so that you can consult the library when 
you clioosc without inconvenience. OF course, ;id 
the same time, you will have perfect liberty to 
take any books you wish away from it. Yon v,j]\ 
however, in all likelihood," he continued, " be 
interviewed towards the close of the summer by 
representatives of the press, and if you accede to 
their wishes, you will find that these interviews 
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will take up a lot of youv time ; indeed, it is not 
afc all improbable they will be continued from timo 
to time throughout the whole period of twilight." 
" What do you suggest V I asked. 
"That you give a few lectures, " was the ready 
response. 

"I would willingly do ho/' I answered, "but I 
am a poor speaker, as T have not been accustomed 
to speaking in public ; and further, I am afraid 
that I shall experience a difficulty in 8peakin» in 
your language." 

"But yon will have an indulgent audience/' was 
the reply; " for I am certain the people will ap- 
preciate the effort, and doubtless you will improve 
by practice." 

" Then I will make the attempt," I said. " But 
will not the people bo too much occupied to attend 
during the period of twilight ? " 

"Perhaps they will/' was the answer; "but 
suppose you give one before the end of the sum- 
mer ? " 

"That undoubtedly will be the proper time," I 
responded. " And am I to deliver the lectures as 
an employe of the Government ? " I inquired. 

"If you choose," he answered; "but you will 
find it much more profitable to give them on vour 



HE ADDRESSES LARGE AUDIENCES. 233 

own account; for ill you make the charge for ad- 
mission ever so small, I am confident; that, owing 
to numbers who will attend, you will be well re- 
paid." 

"And the press goes free/' 1 said. 

'* Always free/ 5 was the answer. 

"Perhaps/' I observed, "it would be as well to 
commence preparations at once." 

" Whenever it suits you/ 3 was the reply., c - 1 cau 
make the matter known to the public." 

" And what about the subject ? " I said, 

!: Choose whatever subject you please/' he re- 
sponded, " and give yourself a reasonable time to 
prepare your address," 

I thought over the matter, and before parting 
we fixed the hour for the commencement of my 
first lecture. 

When I got home, I sought out my studio, iu 
order to reflect over this new deviation, and now 
discovered that I had undertaken a more difficult 
task than I had anticipated. First, what subject 
should I choose ? I was fairly ptuzled about this. 
It would be of no use referring to the triumphs of 
the sciences, manufactures, or machinery; f or in all 
these, with the exception, perhaps, of geography, 
they were far in advance of ourselves. Of course 
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there wore oar labour troubles, and other social 
problems, but I was doubtful if these would provr- 
interesting- and apart from thai, I was not desirous 
of having- to say anything- in my address that might 
have a tendency, however slight, of underestimate 
my own people in their estimation. 

At last, however, after racking- my brain till I 
felt giddy, a happy thought struck me— « The 
American Ci.il War.- It would be interesting 
for war was unknown to tneni, and they had To 
big guns or men-of-war ships; besides, I would 
be at homo on this subject, for I had taken a part 
in all the principal battles of that memorable cam- 
paign. The next issue of the journals contained 
notifications of my approaching lecture in Tekana. 

When the appointed hour arrived, I appeared on 
the stage of the largest theatre in the city, and 
faced an audience o£ fully twenty thousand persons. 
I felt the responsibility of the situation, and was 
extremely nervous. However, with an effort I rose 
to the occasion, and began speaking. Although I 
spoke in a comparatively low voice, yet I heard 
the sound reverberating to a degree that induced 
me to lower my tone, such were the acoustic fit- 
tings of this enormous building. 

I commenced by referring to the institution of 
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outraged kumanitj. 

At the close I diJ not forget to p Jmt out that 
among the civilized nations slavery as a recognised 
institution had ceased to exist. Then I referred fco 
tke black-labour question, still to be solved, and 
Strongly advised them, oven if » W6re p08situ , 
never to import " coloured" labour, for it would 
lead to do end of troubles j and, above all, never to 
have anything to do with " blaok-birding.-" There 
was no interruption, and no questions were asked ; 
indeed^ that vast crowd listened with a silence that 
was commendable. 

During the lecture I noticed several of my friend-; 
and acquaintances present. Among them were 
Onneyubla, Yejema, Vaudalia, Alvarez, Delemia, 
Yondozi, Hitomlik, Moro, Estas, Arizeada, Ban- 
yaba, Folbrizzio, Ilaclatella, Qolonzola, Fonfcin, 
Unaloplo, Fudelora, find many others. 

When I sat down, I was heartily applauded, and. 
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to my surprise, all the leading journals not only 
printed the address, but criticised my attempt in 
a, very favourable manner. This, more than any. 
tiling else, gave me encouragement, and iti the end 
induced me to yield to the solicitations of my 
friends by promising to give a second lecture. 

Onneyubla, and those who came with him re 
remained for a while in Tefcana, and were, wit'! 
myself, the guests of Yeyema. In the meantime I 
made arrangements to return with them to Ata- 
zafclan, where fcho next address was to be delivered" 
Wo were a merry lot that stepped on board the 
Omardanh bound for the capital city of Neuroomia. 
Smiling faces were seen on eyery side, but none 
brighter than that of the beautiful Alvarez, who 
kept me company during the greater part of the 
voyage. She referred to my lecture and the war 
almost as soon as we met, and said she felt horri- 
fied to think that in future she should be compelled 
to look upon me as a slayer of my fellow-men— 
one who had actually taken away human life. I 
told her that I was by no means certain that such 
was the case; for although I bad served in the 
war, and many lives were lost, yet I was by no 
means positively certain that I had, directly or in- 
directly, caused the death of one individual ; for 
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"Batter a painful and cruel task, w ;i3 it nobP ' 

she interjected. 

"Certainly." I adder!. «u„t ,n 

v j. a .luatu, tmt still necessary in 

the interests of freedom and justice." 

I had some difficulty m persuading her that I w M 
not an assassin. However, she eventually 
peared satisfied with my explanation, bat deplored 
the condition of things that rendered such inhuman 
acts imperative. I was not surprised to fiY.d that a 
naturally sympathetic and noble-minded girl should 
look upon the atrocities of the battlefield with un- 
utterable repugnance \ but wheu I came bo discuss 
the subject with Onncyubli, I wondered not a little 
to find that he looked upon war as something v\. i 
than a childish evil, and characteristic of the most 
contemptible imaginations. 

" What greater proof could be forthcoming 
said, " of the utter depravity and barbarism of an} 
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people or peoples than that they should have to 
resort to the fiendish practice of killing one another 
in order to settle their disputes ? To speak mildly 
of it/' he continued, c < it is not ingenious, for the 
lowest and most despicable of human beings that 
era- existed could not possibly have hit npon a 
more infamous institution," 

I now began to wax warm on the question. 
« Ifc is all very well for you," I said, " to argue in 
that s trai», for in Neoroomia you hare but one 
nationality, but in many other countries the popula- 
tion is of such a mixed character, and the members 
of the different racea have so little sympathy i 
common with one another, that hostilities on a 
larger or smaller scale are apt to break out at any 
moment, and to prevent this, the governments are 
compelled to support large standing armies in 
order to preserve the peace among their own sub- 
jects." 

I further reminded him that all the continents 
were not like Neuroomia, surrounded by barriers of 
ice and climatic conditions that bade defiance to 
the invader; but, on the contrary, the greater por- 
tion of their coast lines were bounded by open seas, 
and exposed to the ravages of nations more cruel 
and Lloudihirsty than the fiercest animals of the- 
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to fall w make slaves of the inhabitants, that he 
appeared to reali Z9 the situation as it existed with 
™. He said that he wag forced to admit that b 
a* instance of the kind I Lad just related, there 
could be no alternative. 

On arriving at Atazatlan, we drove to the paUee, 
and after the usual rest, I began to make premru- 
tions for my second lecture. On this occasion, 
however, I was determined to spare the youno 
ladies tbe penalty of meditating over the heinous- 
noss of war j and also not to give any sketches that 
might cause them to look upon myseli as a Bavage 
and criminal, so T chose for my snbjecfc, " The Voj - 
ages and Adventures of some Great Navigators in 
Modern Times." 

As in Teliamij preparations were made for a large 
audience, but tbe attendance far exceeded their 
calculations, for I afterwards learned there were 
over thirty thousand pei lent, yet there was 
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abundance of room for all, and no disturbance of 
any kind. 

I commenced with Columbus and the discovery 
of the New World, briefly referring to the state of 
tbc country and its inhabitants when he landed, 
and contrasted the condition of tilings then with 
the vast prosperity and high civilization the greater 
part of it enjoyed at the present time. Vasco de 
Gama and his memorable trip to India came next. 
Then J spoke of Magellan and his wonderful feat, 
the circumnavigation of our planet, also his dis- 
coveries and sad end. I then passed on to Drake 
and Anson, giving an account of their piratical ex- 
peditions, and the manner in which they plundered 
the defenceless towns along the west coast of Amer- 
ica. Time would admit of nothing more than a 
mere sketch of the lives of Franklin, McClintoek, 
Ilall, Parry, and Mares. I dwelt upon the import- 
ant discoveries of Tasman, the genius, humanity, 
and sad fate of Captain Cook and La Ferouse, pay- 
ing the highest tribute to the memory of the 
latter, and at the same time referring to the mys- 
tery that surrounded his absence for such a long 
period. 

Breathless, however, was their attention when I 
began to speak of James Ross, who had penetrated 
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or tue war. 

In every way this address was a more marked 
success than the previous one. 

"New fields now opened out before mo. I felt 
that I was improving mentally, and began to de- 
vote more time to study. The B uu, however, *ould 
soon disappear. The long holiday was really over, 
and the people began to return to their various 
occupations, so it was arranged that I should gire 
no more lectures till the end of the following 
summer. In company with Omieyubla, I set out 
again for Tehana, in order to make final arrange- 
meats to secure a home for myself. 

On our arrival, Yeyema presented us with a list 
that he had received from one of the Government 
offices, showing all the available estates in the 
neighbourhood. We inspected a few. However, 1 
was quite satisfied with the first we visited, for it 
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was indeed a delightful spot, tlio Louse being situ, 
ated on an elevation, below which the cataracts of 
the river roared. It was enclosed by a magnificent 
garden, containing fruit trees and flowers, and was 
within easy distance of the city. There was a tract 
of land set apart for cultivation, and a larger one 
for pasture. We had an agreeable ride home, and 
the President sailed for Atazatlan, 

As I had so much book work to do during the 
twilight, I decided not to cultivate on a large scale. 
However, it would be necessary to employ two men 
—one to assist me in working the laud, and the 
other to look after household matters. 

Next time I went into the city, I purchased fur- 
nittire, cooking utensils, and a stock of provisions, 

Having engaged tlio men, and agreeing to pay 
them the highest wages going, I started them off 
with a vehicle full of goods to Kaveria, my new 
home. Then I bought a large collection of books, 
maps, pictures, drawings, and several other articles 
of various kinds, to form a library of my own, 

I consulted Teyema about the MSS. that had 
been found. lie informed me that they were in the 
custody of the chief librarian, from whom they 
could be obtained on application— that they had 
caused a considerable amount of discussion and 



-ter up soon, and would p,tie,tl yawait , }isre . 
-I of my labour, I interviewed fte Ub 

and got from him all the books, MSS, legends, eteij 
relating to the early history of their own country 
and also that of the other parts of the world' 
Armed with this varied assortment of books, etc., 
and a promise of a visit occasionally from Yondom, 
whose vast stock of so many branches of knowledge 
would be of use to mo in elucidating matters that 
I might not be able to understand, I retired to 
my country home. 
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THE SIFTING 01' THE EVIDENCE. 

My first care was to see to the improvement of the 
place. To Bashipolo, my senior employe, was left 
the malter of attending to the trees, flowers, vege- 
tables, and cereals of all kinds, also the purchasing 
of animals to stock the laud. I found that he was 
quite at home in working and managing a small 
estate, and as ho was a most honest and truthful 
fellow, I afterwards became much attached to 
him. 

Jllilippli, the manager of my household affairs, 
was equally well versed in his branch, and things 
progressed smoothly enough at Raveria. 

Having thus attended to outdoor matters, be- 
fore very long I found myself poring over my books, 
with no anxieties about tho present, and no cares 
about the future. This was well, for any one who 
has mental work to do cannot hope to achieve 
much success if ho have any interruptions or annoy- 
ances. 

Hi 
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I uow turned my attention to the manuscripts 
"e first tut attracted my notice was of an in- 
tensely absorbing character, and very ancient^o 
Bnaent, indeed, that not only had the original Ion. 
crumbled away, but many of the succeeding £ 
similes shared the same fate, the one I had before 
me being about the five-thousandth that had been 
taken, and it was calculated that the average life of 
each manuscript was about twenty thousand years. 
The original was supposed to have been written by 
one of the brothers Ylpa, who migrated! from Neu- 
roomia in a small vessel of their own, the Qrino, 
during one of those terrible earthquakes which at 
very long intervals of time shattered portions of tko 
great icefield. They sailed in a northerly direction 
till they came to the shores of another continent, 
which they explored and sketched, but the coast 
line, which ran, according to the plan, in a westerly 
direction for probably three or four thousand miles, 
was not like that of any of the continents known 
to our maps. It was evidently the coast of some 
unknown land, but what land could that be ? 

Was it all fiction ? T asked of myself. No j that 
was impossible, for several things in the sketch and 
description proved conclusively that they were not 
the work of imagination. Tho capes, headlands, 
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indentations, and mouths of the large rivers were 
carefully marked, as were also the lulls and moun- 
tains near the sea. The inhabitants of this myster- 
ious region, which was known as Arawarria in the 
native tongue, so the manuscript went on, were 
highly civilized, and lived under a monarchial form 
of government. They had great cities, important 
manufactures, and aqueducts. They were also well 
advanced in astronomy and meteorology, and, for 
the purposes of observation, calculation, and experi- 
ment, had massive buildings, with high towers, 
erected on many of the mountains and headlands. 
Their edifices were of the most substantial character, 
being built with blocks of a very durable hind of 
stone. The inhabitants told them that beyond the 
mountains, and towards the far interior, there were 
dense forests and great fresh inland seas. Here, 
secured in their natural fastnesses, lived a powerful, 
savage, and cruel people, of a paler colour than 
themselves, obtaining their subsistence by rude 
cultivation and the chase. 

The climate was much warmer than that of Neu- 
roomia, but the people they met led them to under- 
stand that in bygone ages it had been intensely 
cold. The days and nights were of brief duration, 
and nearly equal in length, which latter fact proved 
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tWt the greater part of Arawarria must have 
wiUun the torrid zona. The .oil was estremely 
prolific, and in a high state of cultivate, grass, 
gram, fruity and flowers beiug abundant. Aui- 
mala and- birdg were also numerous. They had 
swift and commodious ships ; some, indeed, were 
designed fur sailing only, but the majority were pro- 
pelled by machinery. With these they traded with 
other great divisions of land, some larger than their 



own, 



The brothers were allowed the privilege of view- 
ing some of their maps, and were astounded at the 
distance they ventured from Arawarria, and the 
vast proportions of the land they visited, 

I considered it a matter for regret thai tlio 
brothers had not copied the remainder of the coast* 
line from the inapa shown them. Whatever jraa 
their motive, probably ft high sense of honesty, they 
did not do so, for the sketch only showed the part 
of the coast they had actually seen— the Boathern 
portion. 

The course of the Orino was indicated bj a 
broken lino which ran near the shore. This line 
frequently ran into the coast, .hewing the 
where they had landed. Contrary to what might 
be ejected, however, they seldom entered what 



248 NEUROOMIA : A HEW CONTINENT. 

appeared to be the important harbours, but de- 
scribed semicircles round their entrances as they 
went along, and at the same time keeping well out 
to sea. Within the curves were small black dots, 
and the object ef the Orino was obviously to avoid 
these. 

But what could they represent ? No clue as to 

their nature or use was given, aud they were not 

reefs or isolated rocks, for these were shown by 

minute curved bars placed closely together. On 

examining the route, I found that they generally 

landed at the mouths of small creeks, but always 

some distance away from the principal harbours 

and cities. 

According to the manuscript, it was the inten- 
tion of the brothers to explore as much as possible 
of Arawarria ; gather a cargo of interesting and 
useful objects, then return to Nearoomia. But of 
course they never returned, nor was it ever dis- 
covered what became of them, and their fate must 
remain a mystery to the end of all time ; for it was 
now impossible that anything could be found to 
clear up, or indeed throw any further light on the 
matter. They appeared to have turned the western 
end of the continent before the manuscript was 
thrown into the sea, for the sketch curved round. 
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igaed aether Script to the deep, or whether 
ttey remained here, or commenced their return 
voyage, or departed for some other hud, which 
they made their home, was, of course, a matter of 
pare speculation. It was not improbable they had 
got wrecked, for these seas were stormy at times; 
yet they made no mention of storms, although they 
referred to a mild and refreshing wind that always 
blew from the one quarter— the south-east. 

This was the whole of tho brief manuscript, and 
that any of the others before me would give any 
further information concerning the Orino and her 
occupants was altogether out of the question. As 
regards the continent itself, however, it was quite 
different, and with a view to learn more of it, I 
went through the whole bunch; but only one, which 
I placed aside, made any reference to land existing 
in the vicinity of where Arawarria should be. I 
then examined all the books and legends that I 
thought probable might contain references to the 
subject. This occupied a considerable time, and I 
had to write concerning paragraphs and sentences 
that I did not understand, on more than one ocea- 
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skm, to Yondozi, who always readily came to my 
assistance. His answers were of considerable help 
to me, for lie had made an almost lifelong study 
of every branch of the history of his own country. 

Replying to my last communication, lie pointed 
out that it would be useless to search further 
among the books, for the two manuscripts already 
in my possession were the only original ones that 
dealt with or related in any way to the great un- 
known continent. At the same time, however, he 
neither suggested nor supplied an opinion, but 
left me to think the matter out for myself. 

My experience as a navigator had already taught 
me the wisdom of not proceeding too hurriedly 
with questions that demanded subtle investigation, 
and also made me somewhat cautious in accepting 
deductions or hastily arriving at conclusions. So I 
made up my mind to drop the whole affair for the 
present, and devote my time to growing crops and 
raising herds. 

Bashipolo had some ground prepared, so I 
planted a number o£ different kinds of seeds. 
Having finished this, I set Lo work and cleared the 
garden of all weeds, and had many improvements 
effected, Flunillas, olgommeras, and alcras gazed 
lazily in the grassy meadows, and appeared to be 
thriving well. Notwithstanding, however, Illilip- 
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pli J « highly successfal management of the cu i sil]P 
and be patient devotion to domestic affair*] I at 
Ws felt lonely, and ou more than one occasion 
the idea of choosing a partner from the young 
ladies of Neuroomia entered my brain, for I waa 
now fairly settled, and loved my rural home. My 
comparatively large house had a sound of empti- 
ness about it that I did not tit first appreciate, after 
being accustomed to so much company. IJowever, 
T gob used to it, but still missed my old acquaint- 
ances,, for hitherto I had no visitors, doubtless 
owing to the fact that my friends conjectured I 
was busy over my literary work. I paid a visit to 
my nearest neighbour, Mitliuniim, who had -^ 
grown-up family of one son and two daughters. 
The son had left them, and was settled on a place 
of his own, but the girls still lived with their 
parents, and as I found them to be agreeable and 
cheerful., I afterwards spent many pleasant hours 
in the company of the young ladies. I kept up a 
correspondence with Alvarez, Yandalia, Delemia, 
and a few others, 

With regard to matrimonial affairs, I wa 
yet quite prepared to take the step, bai the :iwo 
would come, etc., etc. I had a lot of work before 
me, and 1 knew that when I once gol fairly into 
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it I should have quite enough to occupy my 
thoughts. 

After resting for a reasonable time, 1 commenced 
the perusal of the second manuscript. Compared 
to the other, it belonged to a recent period. No 
date, however, was affixed. Probably there had 
been one, but no trace of it was now to be seen, 
for the manuscript was considerably damaged when 
found, owing to the water having penetrated the 
case that enclosed it. In this instance, too, I 
should have mentioned that the original of the 
copy I held had been converted to dust ages a^o. 
It was the only result, as far as known, of the 
largest expedition that ever left Neuroomia. The 
movement took its origin from the enthusiasm of 
a number of brave and hardy men who were fond 
of adventure and filled with a desire to penetrate 
the mysteries of the great ocean beyond and the 
beautiful lands it was believed to contain. They 
Used their ship,, the Valma, on a huge sledge, and 
by powerful mechanical appliances managed to 
drag her over the frozen field. It was, however, 
a hazardous undertaking, and the men endured 
terrible sufferings on the ice j indeed, some of 
them lost their lives there, for the winter had set 
in before they reached the open sea. The survi- 
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vor S , however, embarked full of hope, and with 
many promises to the effect that however enchant- 
mg tho lands they might discover, they would re- 
turn to Nenroomia, and endeavour to reach the 
icefield again at the place they were leaving it 
within a specified period. It was also understood 
that they would frequently throw manuscripts over- 
board while prosecuting their discoveries. 

This expedition was not altogether a private 
concern, for it was countenanced and assisted by 
the Government, who sent exploring parties out 
on the ice from time to time tor a number of years; 
but beyond the manuscript already referred to, 
nothing was ever heard of them. This one was 
the twenty-firs fc they had cast into the water. 
They were then cruising - in an extensive archi- 
pelago, tliB numerous islands of which were hut 
the scattered fragments of a shattered continent, 
once the home of a kind and prosperous people, 
which had been reduced hy the forces of nature 
to a condition of senii-barbarisrn. Tn some of the 
islands, indeed, notably those whore cities bad 
been left, the inhabitants still retained a portion 
of the civilization of the departed continent, but m 
the vast, majority they had reverted to tho state of 
the savage. Nor was this a matter for reproach or 
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wonder, for their fate, in reality, had been an ex- 
cessively hard and cruel one. 

This dreadful occurrence took place ages before, 
but- the details were treasured up in their memo- 
ries, and handed down from generation to genera- 
tion with singular accuracy; for wherever the crew 
of the Yah'no. landed, the tab in the main was the 
same, though iu different islands there were many 
additions and omissions of miuor particulars. 

For some time preceding the dreadful catastro- 
phe, they experienced frequent earthquakes and 
unusual meteorological disturbances; gales of a 
kind unrecorded in previous annals swept over land 
and sea, committing incalculable havoc, and caus- 
ing the loss of numberless lives. The tides were 
of phenomenal height, and ceased to ebb and How 
with their former regularity. They submerged 
whole low-lying tracts, while their heated waters 
scalded human beings and animals to death, and 
also withered up all the vegetable life that came 
within their reach. But the worst was yet to 
come. The surface of the sun appeared to have 
undergone a change, and his rays became more 
feeble, so that the moon and many of the stars 
began to shine by day. The former appeared to 
have come closer to the earfchj and was sensibly of 
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greater size than before. Then they saw a huge 
globe as it wore suspended in the Leavens and 
coming towards them, growing larger and larger 
as it approached. Coming between fchein and the 
sun and moon, ifc totally eclipsed the light of both 
yet they were not in darkness, for the strange 
world— a world they now knew it to he— gave out 
a peculiar kind of lurid light. 

Nearer and nearer it carae. The terrified in- 
habitants were now suddenly invigorated and en- 
dowed with extraordinary animation. They had 
tasted of tlie atmosphere of another world, but 
almost immediately there was a vibrating shock, 
and their continent was shattered, the greater por- 
tion of it having been pressed beneath the waters 
of the ocean. Then, as it were, to complete the 
work of destruction, volcanic disturbances followed 
on a scale fearful to contemplate. The sea was 
agitated, subsidences of the laud took' place., and 
islands were thrown up in the ocean. 

The survivors could distinctly see the great 
world that was passing before them, and as it 
gradually moved away into space, kept constantly 
presenting a fresh surface to their view. They gob 
a glimpse of its deep valleys, which were of im- 
measurable proportions; extremely beautiful, and 



236 NEUBOOMTA. : A MW CONTINENT. 

teeming with many forms of animal and vegetable 

life ; thej behold being's with faces and limbs like 

themselves, but the size of mountains, and they 

thought the gigantic strangers looked doivn. udqq 

them with pity as they passed. Many oE the 

animals were even larger than those inhabitants • 

as for the vegetation, it appeared like hancdag 

forests some distance away from, but yet connected 

with, this wonderful planet. 

They were not, however, allowed to view these 
things at their leisure, for the earthquakes con- 
tinued, Portions of the earth's surface were hurled 
into air, followed hy enormous masses of flames. 
The ocean heaved and tossed, encroached and re- 
ceded, sometimes reaching the tops of the lower 
hills, then revealing whole tracts of its rand-covered 
bed, with the huge monsters that luxuriated there- 
in. The only cities left were those built high up 
on the mountains or most elevated tablelands; and 
oven these suffered, some of them having been 
wrecked by the earthquakes. 

After a time there was a calm. The new planet 
kept on its course, getting farther and farther 
away till lost in space, from which it came. The 
moon, however, remained nearer the earth than 
formerly, and gave a stronger light. It was also 
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said that, through inhaling the strange atmosphere, 
some of those who escaped death from accident 
lived for hundreds of years. 

The people began to go about in their boats, for 
they no longer possessed ships. Their continent, 
however, was broken up, and in such a brief space' 
of time. They only found islands more or less 
scattered where it once had been. Between these, 
in many instances, were numerous shoals and cur- 
rents that rendered navigation difficult and danger- 
ous. This prevented that intercourse which might 
have saved, for a time at least, the civilization 
which had received such a terrible blow, and was 
already tottering. 

The manuscript now at some length gave a de- 
tailed description of a few of the islands and their 
inhabitants, from which it appeared that the crew 
of the Valina, was much pleased with what they 
had already seen, and that their voyage had hither- 
to been a most prosperous one. It concluded by 
stating they had not forgotten their promise to re- 
turn. 

I now learned, to my chagrin, that I should have 
read this manuscript flrst, or, at least, immediately 
after reading the other, for by so doing I should 
have spared myself considerable mental effort in 
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endeavouring- to solrc the continental problem from 
the one only. Indeed, had I acted from impulse 
as I felt strongly tempted to do, I should have 
commenced to study it on concluding the former 
But T was trying to be methodical and digest everv 
piece of intelligence as I went along. It was n w 
however, an easy matter to arrive at the only p os . 
sible conclusion, right or wrong, from the evidence 
at hand concerning the solution of the continental 
mystery— Arawarria must be identical with tho last 
continent of Lemuria, of which, according to many 
of our own geographers, the South Sea Islands 
once formed a part. 

After finding this manuscript, the enthusiasm of 
the nation was aroused, and several expeditions left 
Nouroomia for the Northern Seas, all pledged to 
return. Their prolonged absence, however, caused 
some uneasiness, and the Government sent out 
parties of the hardiest men to keep a look-oat in 
the vicinity of the ice; but nothing was ever seen 
of the wanderers, and only one manuscript was 
found. It was dropped by the ship Orobedct, which 
had been sailing for some time on her own account. 
It gave a very gloomy narrative of the voyage, 
stating that they believed the other vessels of the 
expeditions, two in number, to have been wreckec . 
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storms 



Sickness had now set in among the CV6W} wLo 
were last becoming aged and withered under their 
trwlfl, when they beheld the welcome sight of laud 
on the horizon. As fchey approached it, how 
it presented a dismal and uninviting appea , 
consisting of low sanely beaches, with numerous 
sandhills, on which they conld see only a 
stunted trees find scanty herbage stretching farther 
inland. They followed the shore for some distance, 
and at length came to the mouth of a large river, 
which (Ley entered in the hope of Bnding a suitable 
place of shelter for themselves and their vv 
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Their intention was to remain for some time, in 
order to rest and take iu, if possible, a fresL. sup- 
ply of water and food, for their stock of provisions 
was becoming uncomfortably low. 

During their course up tho river they saw many 
groups of natives along the banks. Their skius 
were black, and they wore no clothiug. They be- 
longed to the lowest order of savages possible, and 
had a very repulsive appearance, yet they appeared 
to be friendly, though they carried spears, clubs 
and axes. The appearance of the country did not 
improve as they advanced, so they determined to 
proceed no farther, and cast anchor. 

They were now distant two ellos— about four of 
our leagues — from the ocean. The natives followed 
the vessel along the banks, and seemed anxious to 
trade with them. They brought edible plants and 
roots, for which, in exchange, they received orna- 
ments. Nearly half the crew went ashore to ex- 
plore the neighbourhood, and, as they anticipated 
no treachery on the part of the natives, were un- 
armed. They were, however, taken on some pre- 
text to an ambuscade a little distance away, and 
there instantly butchered with .spears and axes in 
the very presence of their comrades, who were 
unable to render assistance, owing to the large 
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***** tbat had now gathered with ^ 

;; pl ;7 ih ° «-* **- *- at 0Dce ^ ; 

- bod ie3 of the slain we ra to™ to pi ecea aud 
throw, on them to roast, Very soon the .avag, , 
were seen greedily de^og the partially sitlgcd 
limbs. 

Tn the meantime spoars were being hmled at 
the ship, which they began to surround m their 
canoes, and it was only a<W several thousands kul 
been destroyed by the bombs thrown from the 
vessel that they retreated, and then only to make 
further preparations to renew the attack. The 
remaining crew, however, managed to raise the 
anchor and get to sea without further trouble. 

Bat they had already experienced more than 
enough, and had commenced their homeward 
voyage, broken down by hardship, when the little 
case enclosing the manuscript was consigned to the 
custody of the fickle waves and currents. 

This curbed the spirit of adventure iu Neurooinia, 
and although many generations had passed away 
since the sad event narrated above took place, no 
one had since ventured even to cross the ieelielJ. 
This was not owing to fear, for the Neurooraiaus 
are brave; bub they considered that there could ba 
nothing in the other parts of tho world worth risk- 
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iag their lives to reach, and also that, the members 
of the many previous expeditions had probably 
perished. They turned their attention to their own 
continent, which this last piece of intelligence con- 
cerning another land made them love all the more 

I now proceeded to read the remaining m auu . 
scripts, but they were of a far too legendary char- 
actor to make any reference to in my historical 
work. My next task was to read a brief history of 
JSWoomia, for to read the ordinary one would be 
a matter of years, and very probably unnecessary 
for the purpose I had in view. 

A history of the world on the first reflect 
sounded a big concern to accomplish within 
limited period. After a time, however, probably 
through thinking over the matter, it did not appear 
quite so formidable. My plan wa3 to sketch a 
history of each continent, beginning with Africa. 

After getting a start, I got fairly absorbed in 
my labours, which by no means proved disagree- 
able. However, I considered it would tako a far 
greater time than I had at first calculated, and at 
one time there appeared to be little prospect of 
getting beyond two or three, at moat, of the conti- 
nents. However, I worked steadily at it, making 
a headway that astonished myself; 'but at the same 
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time I fonTir5 it t, i L - • 

»ta I kept dosely confined to tie work f „ r 

^^ "I 611 "* *«* **** geared on the 
-one. I BWed him tliQ reauH of my aeciQg . on ^ 

tar as I had gone. He appeared pleased with ifc, 
^d gave mo some valvule suggestions, saving 
that what the Government and public would a.pp re . 
ciate was exactness hi every chapter, and that it 
would be hotter to omit a circumstance or event 
rather than hazard a guess. Ho also stated that 
he could understand the difficulty under which I 
laboured, writing wholly from memory, and if ever 
1 should happen to be doubtf.nl about date, place, 
or number concerning any event, it would be bet- 
ter to state the fact in every instance. 

I now decided to take a brief holiday, and we 
went over the grounds together. The seeds I had 
sown were growing well, and, thanks to the in- 
structions of Bashipolo, I was acquiring a know- 
ledge of farming and grazing that proved doubly 
acceptable and interesting after my confinement 
indoors. 



CHAPTER Till. 

VISIONS OF ANOTHER WOKLD. 

Wsm Yondozi was leaving, I accompanied him, by 
way of change, to hk residence on the island of 
Moolooba, where the principal observatory i a Neu 
roomia is situated. I had already heard numb of 
the institution, and took advantage of this oppor 
tunity to visit it. We left Tehana in the B.rero 
a small vessel owned and navigated by Yondozi' 
himself. On crossing the tfocalattan Sea, we 
entered a narrow channel in a wild and isolated 
part of the country. This led us into a large semi- 
circular gulf, out of the middle of which rose an 
island with sides of almost perpendicular cliffs. It 
was, however, not of great size, and from the 
farthest end towered a lofty mountain. 

"That," said Yondozi, looking towards it, "ia 

the Berero Mountain; from it I named my vessel/' 

We steered round to tho opposite side, then 

entered a pretty little harbour, with stone piera 

and narrow shores covered with pebbles and sheila. 
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I was surprise to leam ti» t it W i, - 

^ tl» Bolid r 0ck by th 9 N ^"^ 

There w.™ _,,. * T Ne ™»'«» a gCs «_ 



««™ were lianceg ™ V. ago. 

from the Larbo ur to the £™* ^ ^ — * 
space of time F„ ^atory « a y bp . rf 
time. Ho Wever T f 

order to 8ee mnpo „ P ., . walL > ,n 

8 e 9 more e this stupendous structure 

ih ° St6pS ' *** ™ ■* out of the cliff, W e" 
»g*ag up the mountain, at the top of which WM ft 
broad fenced-in avenue, surrounding the observe 
tory itself, which appeared to be as high as the 
mountain, 8 nd built rf the most durable metals 
found on the continent. 

We began to asceud tho enclosed stairs, which 
wound round and round tho building, itself circul ir 
in form. At certain intervals were small plat- 
forms that led to rooms on different floors. Wo 
entered a few of them ; some were almost empty, 
but others, again, were filled with machinery, in 
which, however, I took but little interest. 

On reaching Yondozi'a quarters, the first room 
wo entered (his studio) was well stocked with 
books, maps, diagrams, and mathematical instru- 
ments. It could not, however, bo said to have had 
a tidy appearance, for boota and instruments were 
happily mixed up together on tables and shelves 
as if they had been recently used. After examia- 
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ing the contents of this room, wc passed into an. 
adjoining- one, where we took refreshments ; then 
he showed me a third, which he used as a bedroom 
The next apartments above ua, he said, wero the 
chief astronomer's, and the highest in the edifice 
These, ho continued, would probably prove the 
most interesting to rue; so we ascended to them 

All the rooms we entered, except this one, were 
lit up by a soft kind of electric light. Yet, in this 
respect, the astronomer's studio could not be said 
to be defective; for, apart from the strong light of 
the moon, there wero several meteor-like illumina- 
tions in many parts of the sky. These, at inter- 
vals, made it almost as bright as if it were day. 
There was one occupant, a very aged man, in the 
room. He sat at a large circular table in the 
centre, and was surrounded by huge, cannon-like 
instruments, pointing in every direction of the 
heavens, and projecting far beyond the dome that 
served as a roof. There were also many smaller 
instruments, books, and manuscripts on the table 
near him, Yondozi introduced me to Pondropelh 
the chief astronomer of Neurootnia, and then re- 
turned to his own studio. Pondropell said that he 
bad heard of my arrival in Atazatlan, that he was 
glad I called, then begged me to take a scat. 



I no» l,ad an cpport unit of h 
»f »J now and distimmkLj ! ^'" 

hanoy of youth. After a fow Cag . , 

i , . casual observations 

about unimportant matters h» i ■ , 

r uu«tcu S he inquired if our 

scient^ were fi* advanced ^ asfcronomy r 

plied that a 3 yet I could not speak comp^tiyely 
but was of the opinion they were. « The principal 
planets and their movements were well known to 
the ancients," I said. « Yet it was only within 
modern times that really great progress had been 
made." 

I now happened to look at one of the indu- 
menta. This led to an inquiry on his part if ours 
were like them, I answered that I had seen in- 
struments like some of those before, but that the 
majority were strange to me. 

"The large ones/ he said, "are used for view- 
ing the most distanj^lanets, and members of other 
systems." 

J observed that the movements of the distant 
planets were well known to our astronomers, who 
could calculate them with great accuracy. Yet 
they were wholly in the dark as to whether the 
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great orbs (the moon., perhaps, excepted) were the 
seat of animal life, and inhabited by rational beings 
like ourselves, or merely huge, cold, inanimate 
globes, doomed to wander through space from time 
everlasting. 

" Wo have solved that problem— at least, as f ar 
as Mars is concerned," he answered complacently, 
I started, 

"Do yon mean to imply that Mara h really 
inhabited P w I asked. 

" You shall see for yourself/' was the reply. 
Then, leaving his seat, he pulled at the handles 
and wheels of ono of the instruments till ho 
brought the bore of it immediately opposite the 
planet in question, which was shining a fc that 
moment with unusual brightness. 

" Yon may look at it through this," he observed, 
"and I will regulate it to suit your vision." 
I did so. 

" 'Now tell me what you see," he inquired. 
" I see a large, luminous glfcibe," I replied, " ap- 
parently emitting millions of rays of light. 

lie worked at the wheels. Plainer and plainer 
the planet became, till I could distinguish moun- 
tains, valleys, forests, and seas. And oh, how 
beautiful ! My eyes drank in, as it were, yet with 



an insatiable tliir^f n • 

^1 became, S hmpseof ^U e rwovld, 

ftj ^meunconscnous of tie surroundings 

« m 1 ^ WI1 TOlCe - 

lake good note f it," he ..M i »■ 
instrument, " f or it will .„ ° g 

planet is revolving." 

These remarks of his awakened me fr0xn mv 
stupor Bat I did not shift mj gW| f mo ; t 
wonderful of all, there were human beings. How 
fair and happy they looked in their enchanting 
world ! How I longed to be with them, and felt 
Inclined to rush through the instrument to get 
there. There were lovely children and men and 
women in their prime, but no aged among them. 
No chilling snows or glaciers on their lofty moon- 
tains, and there could be no depressing beat in 
their fairy-like valleys for the inhabitants looked 
so healthy and cool. They wandered along their 
rivers and streams, while on the banks of the lakes 
I could distinguish many dwellings. I could also 
see, in the groves, along the hillsides, aud between 
the shining waters, the many edifices of the city. 

But it passed away, and mountains and forests 
again took its place. Such enormous forests ! bow 
they swarmed with animal life, and whatwonder- 
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fid forms the denizens took J Here were monsters 
so unwieldy that they seemed not to care to move- 
file smaller animals again, endowed with ' 
enribia vitality fcept constantly leaping, ^ 
and chmbmg. The variety of bird, ap pt?qr?d f 
be endless: and how large and brilliant m ° 

ti-m were ! Occasionally a human being WoulJ 

T \ m °^ *"»■ ^ France, b 0we J 
wnh winch his presenoe was ^ , 

demons of the forest was simply farming 

I again heard the voice of Pondropell, this ti me 
*<Wg - ^ oeo* looking, as ifc Was a , 

^ on the e Wand might do them a , 4; 
However, I took no notice of hi ffl , and never Jj d 
~ h ; wheveupon x ^ a 

all was darkness. 

I now raised my head, bit could see objects 
ooly very distinctly, nd m ^^ ^ ^ 

I lad seen. I became giddy, and Pondropell aa- 
7 ted me to a seat =fi« the table. He then left 
tne room, bat soon afterwards returned with a 
ve.se! m his hand. Holding it to my li pSj I drank, 

aUd fe,t mUc3i befct ^. But still my eyes were very 
painful, 

^ "You have looked rather long for the first 
time," he said kindly. "I should Lave closed ifc 
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accustomed to ifc ffPaduall ' Jm W,U ** 

" YeS> " X Said ' b ? way of response « n, n. v 

- deception ^J^'^™ *- - 

H^- ]M a Sttrpri8edl0 , )andw 

altogether m his usual tone,— 

"The scientists of fcroomia do not try to 
deceive." 

" P ^™™/'I»H, "but I cannot yet rea li 2e 

lfc all,— -it seems so much like a dream. I did not 
make the remark reflectively, but felt it would be 
a relief if you confirmed what I saw." 

"I can imagine that now/ 3 he said, in his usual 
sympathetic voice, « and accept your explanation. 
What you have seen is indeed wonderful," he went 
on ; " but if yon feel interested, as I doubt not you 
do, the things to bo learnt about this bright wan- 
derer of the heavens aro even more wonderful than 
all you have beheld. However, you appear to be 
uneasy j the shock and the effects of the instru- 
ment have proved too much for your strength. 
We Bhall go down to Youdozi, and dine with him." 

I replied that already I felt better, and rose to 
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accompany hiui. He said that we could be let 

down to IiLs floor; but I insisted on walking. On 

reaching- the studio, however, I felt well — only a 

slight soreness in the eyes. Yondozi welcomed us 

and the astronomer, in a few words, explained that 

the instrument had affected my eyesight, and that 

he himself was to blame for it. 

"I guessed as much/' said the geographer 
smiling. " However., it is nothing serious " he 
continued. "My own eyes have been frequently 
affected by the continued use of optical instru- 
ments." 

Saying this, be led to the dining-room. And 
it appeared as if we had been expected, for his 
attendant had prepared for three. We sat down 
and before the meal was over I felt as happy as 
usual, the mellow light of the electricity appearing 
to be rather beneficial than otherwise to my eye- 
sight. The conversation turned upon Mars and 
its inhabitants, during which I inquired if the other 
planets were also inhabited , 

"I can only answer that question with regard 
to those nearer the earth, and then only indirectly/' 
was the reply. "It is believed that these are in- 
habited by racca of people living under more happy 
conditions than ourselves. However," he con- 
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turned, " with referent, t *i 

not. It ia 1 th6y P ° ssess «*™1 life or 

is only IQ rca t tQ , 

on, fc owiiiff fn if a v, • ■ lbfUulie , he went 

' * m * t0 *» pnmnat, to the earth, and the 

able to gather details." 

Ejected YoBdo zij »i Q the hope of brings the 
more distant pUueta nearer to view." 

"Has this wonderful state of things, U connec- 
tion with the planet I have just seen, been Ion, 
known to you ? " I inquired. 

"It has been known to the astronomers of Neu- 
roomia for the last few million years that Mars 
was tho seat of animal life/' was P<md«peU*a 
reply. 

"And do they differ essentially from ourselves?" 
I asked, 

" Yes/ J was the answer, "most assuredly they 
do, for it is almost a certainty that they are im- 
mortal." 

"Immortal!" I exclaimed. 

" Yes/' he said. "It is believed that thoy can 
be killed by accident 01* mutilation. However, this 
seldom happens; and if loft unmolested, their 

T 
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bodies waste not, neither do they become aged nor 
infirm., and fchey never die." 
Here 1 interrupted him. 
"Do they increase ? " I demanded. 
"Yea, certainly they do/* he responded. 
"There is a natural increase/" J said, ff and 
deaths. Mars must surely become ovcr-poprdated 
(I had the over-population question in v [ ew ev& 
since T heard of their immortality.) Why, ifc would 
only be a question of time for the population to 
increase so as not to leave standing room for them 
on the dry land ! " 

"If you will permit me, I will explain further/ 
be added. "Your inference/'' be went on, "would 
undoubtedly be correct, were it not surrounded by 
other considerations that modify the condition of 
affairs. There is another luminous planet, com- 
pared to which Mars in size is a mere speck, and 
yet hardly less beautiful than the latter, which 
comes from the unfathomable depths of space at 
long intervals of time, calculated to be somewhere 
about one hundred thousand years,, curves round 
Mars at almost touching distance, then wanders 
back again in the direction from whence ifc came, 
and is lost to view for the period mentioned, 
Now," he continued, « it is during the time that 
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continued, £f that it is f or the C o nv enieno ej OT to 
relieve the population of Mars, that this strango 
planet makes his periodical visit?" He went on, 
"I never heard this population question raised be- 
fore in connection with Mars, and why the people 
leave that delightful orb is at present a mystery to 
us. It cannot, however, be on account of it pos- 
sessing a redundant population, for we know from 
observation that such is not the case. One hundred 
thousand years have nearly elapsed since Marini 
departed, and his re-arrival, therefore, may now be 
considered near at hand; yet yon saw yourself the 
great forests and extensive tracts of beautiful terri- 
tory almost uninhabited. Surely this does not 
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appear as if any troubles were to he apprehended 
from an excessive population even if there were no 
means of leaving ifc ! " 

" Pardon my interruption/' I said. "J3nt lean- 
not understand why a portion only should leave 
and the others remain, as appears to be the case 
If the strange visitor presents inducements and 
happiness not to be found on Mara, the wonder i a 
the whole do not leave the latter. If, n the other 
hand, the conditions of life are less favourable it 
is equally strange that any should depart." 

"That is indeed a very pertinent question/' he 
observed, -and one that has been attracting the 
attention of our astronomers for a considerable 
period; but I cannot answer it, as we have been 
unable, as jet, from the meagre data we have of 
the last emigration, to sol ve the problem ourselves. 
However/' he continued, " we have now new and 
more powerful instruments for observing the ap- 
proaching event than our ancestors had for noting 
similar ones in the past, and it ia intended to make 
lengthened and careful observations from many 
different stations simultaneously, when it is hoped 
that the question to which you have referred, and 
many others equally important, concerning both 
planets, will bo cleared up. It is, however, worthy 
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take their departure at one time. 1 ' 

"But supposing/' 1 observed, "that, through 

accident, insufficient lime, or some other unforeseen 

occurrence, some of those willing or anxious to go 

were left behind ? " 

ff In that case, I suppose/ 1 he said carelessly 

" they would have to wait for the reappearance of 

Marini ! " 

"But would that not be a very long time?" I 
queried. 

"You forget/' he said, "that they are immortal, 
Time is nothing to them; they could live for ever 
on Mars." 

"Have you been able to discern/' I asked, < ! \i 
the strange planet is peopled by human being* 
peculiar to itself, or only by those from Mars ? JJ 

One of the most wonderful circumstances con- 
nected with it," ho replied, "is that, when last 
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witnessed by our astronomers, do evidence of the 
existence of animal life was observed. Yet they 
themselves noted that it was quite possible for 
portions of it to contain vast population without 
being detected by them. Their account of it says 
that the surface is very irregular, and that moun- 
tains, valleys, and oceans are in proportion to the 
size of the great orb itself. I should also have 
added," he continued, ff that it was only when a 
certain portion of its surface was facing or opposite 
a well-known locality in Mars, that the people 
were seen to alight on the former. However, it is 
drawing near our resting hour, so I shall retire, and 
leave you with my friend here." 

On saying this, and wishing me to look in again, 
he took his departure. 

After he had gone, I casually remarked to Tou- 
dozi that I felt interested in his friend, and the 
revelations he had made. 

"He is a most learned man/' he said, "and a 
capital fellow into the bargain. I have known him 
a long time. Wo all look up to him on account 
of his age, good qualities, and vast and varied 
knowledge." 

tc Has he been long in this establishment?''' I 
asked. 
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^ Of course be u a bachelor," I interjected. 

ff *es/> was the answer; "and very likely to 
remain one, for he is now over two hundred years 
of age," 

« And do you think his life of celibacy has been 
a happy one VI inquired, 

" I have no reason for thinking otherwise/' was 
the reply. " He has been happy enough ever since 
I first knew him. Of coarse it might have been 
otherwise had he not been employed. He, however 
is, and always has been, an enthusiast over his 
profession ; and his dearest wish now is to live to 
witness the return of that wonderful planet Marini. 
And I can safely say it is also tbo wish of the 
whole nation. He has made preparations for the 
event on an exhaustive scale, and if be live^ to 
manage matters, and carry them out as he antici- 
pates, it is expected that many important discoveries 
will be made.'" 

We now turned into our beds, and very soon 
afterwards I was fast asleep. 
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When I woke up, I found that Yondozi was gone, 
and on going out, found him at work in hia studio. 
He said that he was preparing the results of big 
hist expedition for the press. 

We were now, however, interrupted by the 
attendant, who announced that " everything was 
ready , JJ 

When the meal was over, he said it was hi s 
intention to proceed to Atazatlan in the Berero 
and, if I chose to go with him, that he would visit 
some of the interesting places on our route. 

I replied in the affirmative, and then took leave 
of my learned and aged friend, Pondropell. 
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CHATTER IX. 

WFE IN THE COUNTRY. 

Wx first went round the &ul , Ita ^ 
-J ^ rngged and ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

On drawmg Tendons attention to this, he sald the 
land was not of a fertile deseriptionj also tkat the 
locality was far removed from the popnlo^ centres. 
"Nevertheless," he went on meditatively, "it U 
rich in minerals, and I suppose they will bo ex- 
tracted some day; that is, if they should he re- 
quired. However," ho continued, "we ahull now 
make for Cliff Harbour, as it is called. It is ou 
our way to Atazatlan ; yet I have not been there 
for a long time, and it will be new to you." 

Saying this, he dexterously turned thB vessel 
round, and made for the entrance. Passing through 
it, we steered along the coast for some distance, 
then entered a narrow inlet, which he said led to 
the Harbour; a little while longer, and we were in 
a smooth sheet of water, surrounded by precipitous 
cliffs. 
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Of course it was wonderful, and I believe that 
my friend expected to see me very much surprised 
for, previous to entering- it, he made no reference 
as to the character of Cliff Harbour. However 
I had now become used to witnessing the wonderful 
and unexpected ; so I gazed with apparent indiffer- 
ence at the cliffs, but made no inquiries. Yet it 
was quite plain they were solid gold, yellow and 
black in colour. He steered the Berero almost 
beneath them, and I could now distinguish several 
roots of many other metals. 

We did not attempt to land, but proceeded right 
round it— it was metal everywhere— then out 
again, 

"If it were possible to communicate with the 
other continents, we could give them abundance of 
that commodity/' he said, looking in the direction 
of the gold. 

:c Yes/' I replied ; " but in that case I am afraid 
it would not bo sought after so much by my 
countrymen, for the very large quantities you have 
here would diminish its value. It is partly on 
account of its scarcity that it is so valuable in 
other parts of the world; however, there is no 
doubt that a few ship-loads of it would be very 
acceptable to them at the present time." 
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We passed the entrance to Blossom Bay ,nd 
drew in closer to {he Bhbre, turning in and out till 
we found ourselves in a winding channel, appa- 
rently running inland. This we followed for some 
distance, till I could distinctly see land immediately 
ahead. 

ff Why, we have como to the end of the passage/' 
I observed. 

"No," was the answer, "It is only an island." 
On reaching it, I saw two very narrow inlets, one 
on either side. Wo entered the larger one, and pro- 
ceeded very slowly, for there was only sufficient 
room for the Berero to get through. However, we 
managed it, and were in Blossom Bay, which had 
more the appearance of a lake than an arm of the 
sea. It was completely enclosed by foliage, winch 
drooped down from a great height into the water. 
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a i to be seen, as it 

. srnaon for them. Nevertheless, it 

. a charming, dreamy lit tie place, and any mm 

could picture to himself what it would look like 

when the summer arrived. 

" Rather pleasant, is it not I" remarked Yonilozi. 
"It is very much admired by the ladies/' he con- 
tinued. " Strange to say, however, it is nob fre- 
quently visit< - 

ib steered to the centre, then out agaia into the 
Nocalatten Sea, and we continued our journey to 
Atazatlan. 

were now well out from the shore, and it was 

well known that the remainder of our route to the 

city waa free from rocka. So he arranged the 

machinery, and took a seat on the deck. I joined 

. with the intention of indulging in the luxury 

of a smoke. 

! e 6kj above us formed an impressive spectacle, 

10 silent and clear with its millions of bnU«J^ 

wanderers: besides, there were many strange igi 

constantly changing their position and ^» 

thoirhiMB, becoming at times large enough to co^ 

tmsiderable portion of the heavens, then ^ ^ 

ishing to a degree that rendered them ft* ^ 

perhaps wholly disappearing, *" 
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" Your astronomers/ 1 I ob 
advantages for contemplating the ro] b i 
universe that oars cannot possibly enjoy." 

"Yes, quite true/' he replied . " bni 
other hand, Your sages have a wider field for 
rvation mid experiment." 

Here I took the opportunity to inform him tl 
I was not a scientist, and that my knowledge of 
astronomy was confined to the art of being abb) to 
determine the latitude and longitude of any given 
place, and to this, perhaps, might be ad I 
smattering of that all- absorbing science that I 
acquired through reading books at sea. 

"I can understand that," he replied; " bul you 
take an interest in this subject, and that fact a 
would cause you to acquire a certain knowledge of 
it unconsciously and without effort. Furthi 
continued, " I have little doubt yon bave many 

irned mi u among your people who hai 
made a special study of this important branch o\ 
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science, but who, nevertheless?, through their love 
for it, possess a general knowledgo equal to many 
of your professional astronomers; at least, such is 
tho case with, us, and many important discoveries 
have been made by these patient observers." 

I admitted that it was so with ourselves and 
said that ever since we left Moolooba I bad been 
thinking much of the planet Mara and its happy 
inhabitants,, and would be extremely pleased to 
learn whatever he knew or conjectured about the 
origin of animal life, taking, for instance, that of 
the people of our own earth. 

" I cannot speak with any degree of certainty on 
the matter," he said, « but our astronomers have 
been of the opinion for a very long period that 
animal life was conveyed to our world, in the first 
instance, through the medium of another member 
of the universe, which, at some remote time, came 
into contact with our own planet." 

" Is it probable there was a collision ? " I asked. 
" Yes," he answered ; " and that occurrence may 
account for such a vast portion of tho earth's sur- 
face being covered at the present day by the 
waters of the ocean." 

"Is it likely they came from Mars? " I inquired. 
" f It is not known from what world they came," 
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ff Our ancestors, then " T „i 
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mhabitanU, unlike those f Mars, are mortal" 

ff It by no means follows," was tl ie answer-'^ 
least, such ia our o P inion,-that because we are 
mortal, those from whom we have originally de- 
scended should be so; that is, previous to the™ 
becoming denizens of this earth." 

" Bat supposing it were possible for some of the 
inhabitants of Mars to visit this earth, how would 
they fare?" I inquired. 

" We believe that they would no longer be im- 
mortal/' was the reply. ,( They would be affected 
hy time in a similar manner to ourselves. Of 
course, it is not implied that they would not live 
longer than our own people; they might live for 
a thousand, or, for that matter, ten thousand years, 
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but there would be an end. Mortality is peculiar 
to this earth ; everything is undergoing- a change. " 
Here Yondoai left his seat to attend to the 
vessel, for we could see Afca'zatlan in the distance. 

On landing 1 , we repaired to Onneyubla's Palace, 
and had au interview with the President. It was 
not my intention to remain long in the city on this 
occasion, for I was anxious to return to my country 
home, in order, if possible, to complete my historical 
work before the end of the twilight. 

The Omeropclliba., or Neuroomian Parliament/ 
was, however, in session, and, ou the invitation of 
Onneyubla, I decided to pay it a visit and hear the 
orations 

Now, from what I had already seen of the men 
and systems of Nearoomi.a, I expected to hear 
eloquent speeches of. a thrilling character. In 
thisj however, I was sadly disappointed, for, dur- 
ing the time I was present, no speeches were 
made, the members discussing what appeared to 
me to be unimportant measures in a conver- 
sational style. 

I inquired of the President if this was tho usual 
manner of proceeding in passing their laws. He 
replied in the affirmative, whereupon I gave him 
a concise account of: the Parliaments of other 
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some monstrous ..carriage of justice, cruel fc^ 
the oppression of the weak, or the corruption of 
systems and individuals. Our representatives, how- 
ever, have no occasion to appeal to sympathy or 
passion, for our systems are the result of experience, 
and work well, while all our social changes are very 
gradual, and even if there should be a defect, 
through oversight in a new law, our people under- 
stand this, and arc slow to take advantage of it.' J 

1 met Alvarez, and went for a walk with her 
to our favourite retreat, livery one, however, ap- 
peared to be more or less occupied, so I prepared 
to tako rny departure. Before leaving, Ormeyubk, 
Yondozi, Alvarez and other ladies promised to 
visit Raveria before the beginning of summer. 

On reaching my rural abode, I again took up my 
literary work with renewed vigour. Chapter after 
chapter waa ended, and long before I had antiei- 
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Dated, the whole was concluded; and ready for 
publication. I found the latter part of the occu- 
pation a most enjoyable one in a quiet way. The 
loneliness I experienced after commencing it 
vanished, and I found agreeable company in my 
work. Besides, I got to love the rural obscurity 
of the surroundings, and possessed no desire to 
commence another long holiday. 

I now devoted the whole of my time to the im- 
provement of my homestead and hinds. There 
was abundance of outside work to keep me well 
employed. Everything appeared to prosper, and 
my life in the country was surrounded by circum- 
stances in the highest degree encouraging. The 
grain crops were beginning to ripen, and the fruit 
trees were already laden with blossom. Clouds 
now made their appearance in the sky, and were 
beautifully illuminated by the son, which was 
still below the horizon, yet it was evident that he 
would soon make his appearance, for it was becom- 
ing almost as bright as day. 

I had two zealous assistants in Bashipolo and 
Jllilipplij who took considerable interest in the 
improvement of the estate. 

Everything wag in readiness when the visitors 
arrived, The ladies took possession, in a pro- 



P-W manner, of one part r 

wLilfi *y male friends ^ 68tabl ^ent, 

OB my Kb^. "" ^ W " aiHt « ^ign. 

During their stay, ho T 

time in ihn a °weve,,I 8pent mo t r 

"me m the company of ^ „u ■ y 

H-gh somewhat ancient, fiiffcj Wa , s aW ^ 
- t ] jby tho S ideofthef ascinatingDelemk 
he meantime, my old friend Yondozi wa, cajoled 
(that ,s, if he required any consolation, of which 
by the way, I am doubtful) by the sweet Vandalia' 
and with her visited all the romantic places in 
the neighbourhood. 

Previous to leaving, some one proposed a short 
visit to the mountains in the vicinity, A certain 
locality was chosen, and on arrival, the animals 
were liberated, and the company scattered. 
Alvarez and myself ascended one of the higher 
peaks, and rested on the summit. 

t{ We shall not have to wait long/' she said, "for 
see how bright the sky is becoming." 

f ' What lovely colours ! I never saw a sunrise 
like this before/' I answered. "It surpasses the 
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most beautiful I have ever witnessed on the 
ocean." 

The singing and screeching of the birds were 
almost deafening, and the smaller animals quitted 
their winter abode, running and frisking about in 
the most joyous manner. Brighter and brighter it 
becamej and higher and higher in the sky ascended 
the wedge-shaped illuminations. 

"The first ray ! ° she exclaimed,, pointing to the 
top of a high tree. 

We now took a. fresh seat, and watched him clear 
the horizon. It was a glorious and welcome sight 
after such a long absence. 



CHAPTER x, 

^E J ATE OF THE P ffiera 

the e Xecu t 17e Government at Atazatlan during ^ 
early part of the S a mmc , That one, on a ama ll 

scale, should leave for the parpoa6 of examimn „ 

and reporting 0Q the changes in the surface of th° B 

country in the locality of the earthquake had been 

a foregone conclusion some little time previous to 

ray arrival in Neurooinia, and had been delayed 

last summer owing to the time taken up over the 

trip to the Penguin. Now, however 3 the project 

assumed greater proportions; for it was decided, 

not only to visit the scene of the earthquake, but 

also the neighbouring icefield, in order to ascertain 

if the open channel caused by the thermal current 

still existed. It was to discuss this subject that 

Qnueyubla sent for Youdoai and myself, After 

some frioudly exchanges, we repaired to the 
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Geographer's room at the palace, where the council 
was to be held. 

11 Ever since tEie Penguin readied these shores/' 
observed Onneyubla, " many suggestions have been 
made concerning the fitting 1 out of an expedition 
from Neurooinia to visit other lands, and I am in- 
clined to favour the project, for if one ship can 
arrive here, it is not, I think, unreasonable to sup- 
pose that another might be able to depart, and now 
seems an opportune time for that purpose/' 

"If the channel is still free from ice/' I said 
"it should not prove a very difficult task to navi- 
gate a vessel to the open soaa beyond ; but the 
return journey might prove a hazardous under- 
taking, for the channel may bo frozen over," 

"The Government have already had several offers 
from sea-faring men who are anxious to join the 
expedition/ 1 was the reply, " and it appears to mo 
quite possible they may be able to return in safety, 
for the country will make strenuous efforts to keep 
a close look-out for them when they might be ex- 
pected to return." 

I must confess that I did not at first relish the 
idea of sending an expedition, for I thought it 
possible they might wish oie to take charge of itj 
a pleasant enough venture, if there happened to be 
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Yondozi here interjected that he WM ready at 
any moment to set out to examine the channel 
and icefield, with a view to ascertain if lt were 
possible for a ship to get through. I observed 
that I should like to be oue of his party, and to 
this he readily agreed. I was anxious to go with 
mm, partly on account of the change, and partly 
in the hope of learning something of the Penguin. 

<c If the vessel should manage to clear the ice in 
safety, would it take them long to reach another 
continent V inquired Onrtejubla. 

"'No" I answered, "Australia and South 
America are not, far distant, and perhaps thej 
could make Tasmania or New Zealand in area ■ 
shorter time. However, I will undertake to pre- 
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pare a chart for them, showing the positions of 
those lands. " 

"That will be a, step in the right direction/' ho 
said; "and if they have a prosperous voyage, I 
am in hopes of them returning- during- the following 
summer. We intend to send our unknown friends 
a cargo of gold by way of introduction/' ho con- 
tinued. 

"In that case/' I answered, "it would be ad- 
visable not to dispose of it all at one port, but to 
call at all the Australian capitals, which they would 
find a very easy matter after reaching one, for there 
was much traffic between them, and I could pro- 
mise the visitors a hearty reception from tliem all." 
" That is satisfactory/' he replied, rising. « I 
will now leave yon to make preparations for the 
land expedition, and you may start at your con- 
venience." 

This was addressed to Yondozi and myself, who 
were left alone. 

fl Perhaps it would be as well to lose no time in 
the matter/' said the Geographer, who was quite 
enthusiastic over the affair. 

" I have partly made arrangements already, and 
all that we can do now is to fix the hour for 
departure." 
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self k !u the future- but ho pro™d that if the 
vessel should return in safety, and another espedi- 
turn organized, the question of taking young ladies 
and their friends or relatives would be considered." 

"It would be very agreeable/' I said, "if every- 
thing went smoothly ; bub oil the other baud, it is 
not at all improbable that you would be compelled 
to become inured to dangers and discomforts, in 
which case the voyage might prove the reverse of 
what you anticipate.'" 

"I have' not promised myself a life of ease on 
board/' she answered emphatically. " On the con- 
trary, I have made up my miud to encounter 
stormy weather and many trials- and cannot ive 
women endure hardships as well as the stronger 
sex ? Our work might not be quite so serviceable, 
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jet we would do our best, and in fcioio could learn 
to become navigators. No/' she went on ; " it 
would not be my desire for everything to go 
smoothly, for iu that case trips might prove mono- 
tonous; and if the worst should come, what would 
it mean ? Why, nothing more than the parting 
from that strange thing we call life, a process 
which all our ancestors have experienced, and 
which we shall eventually have to undergo in any 
case, and which I trust we fear as little as thoy. JJ 

"What about the land expedition ? ;) I iuter- 
iected. (t Perhaps he would be willing for youno- 
ladies to accompany it," 

" He should be, at least/' she answered ; " and 
I will see him about the matter. u 
Saying this, she made her exit. 
On going out iuto the grounds, I saw Yeyema 
and Vandalia coming to the palace, and went to 
meet them, Yeyema informed me they were aware 
of the intended expedition in Tehana, and had come 
to Atazatlan in the hope of inducing the President 
to join him in forming a monster one to the vol- 
canic regions, whose surface had recently undergone 
a change, but where all was now quiescent, A 
visitor who had just arrived from those parts had 
told him that the scenery was indescribably beau- 
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AW, now joked u, and on arriving rt the 
e ntrance, Yeyema and Vamlalia passed b toward, 
the reception-room. I auggeated a walk fcQ ^ 
romantic valley. On the way she gave me m ac . 
count of her laafc interview with Onneyubla. With 
regard to ladies accompanying the land expedition 
lie would take no action but leave the matter for 
Yondozi to decide, who she knew would bo averse 
to the proposal on the ground of the delay it might 
cause. However, she and many others had already 
decided to pass the approaching falls o£ tins season 
in the mountains, by way of atoning in a measure 
for the disappointments she had experienced. 

On our return to the palace, there was evidently 
much more stir than when we left it. Numbers of 
visitors were arriving and leaving, while many ap- 
peared to be busy. We knew that something 
unusual was about to take place. 

Yondozi noticed ua approaching, and advanced 
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towards us. He said the hour fixed for departure 
had been postponed; but that he did not regret it, 
for the members of the expedition were to be in- 
creased considerably, and would include Onne- 
yubla, Ycyema, and a number of ladies. 

Alvarez was overjoyed at this, and went off to seek 

her companions. Preparations were continued for 

some time, but at last all was ready, and the great 

cavalcade moved slowly away from the palace 

headed by Onneyubla. There were no convey- 

ances, for they would be useless in the mountains ■ 

bub every one had a flanilla to ride, and there was 

a number of spare ones driven in a herd. Many 

also were packed, and led by young attendants. 

ff This is what I call life," observed Alvarez, who 
was now by my side; and more than once during 
the journey I felt the force of the remark, for every- 
thing was beautiful, and the sun warmed up the 
world. The aged were as gay and happy as the young. 
Our route was to be the same as that traversed 
by Yondozi and myself some time previously ; so 
we made for the opening in the bills. Our camp- 
ing places, previous to going to rest, were 
enlivened by songs, speeches, recitations and 
theatrical entertainments. Not the least charming 
among the performers was the attractable Delemia, 
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Time passed rapidly, tkmg ^ we ^^ ^ 
leisurely, and at length we got a gUmpse rf ^ 

frozen expanse ahead. 

Here a separation took pkee, for it waa decided 
that Yondozi, myself, and a few oE the young men 
should proceed, lightly equipped, to examine the 
icefield, while the mala body of the expedition 
went along the heights in a different direction to- 
wards its destination, the. locality shattered by the 
earthquake, where it was ai'rangod they would 
await our return. 

Some little time after parting from the cithers, 1 
found that I had forgotten the small waterproof 
ease containing my diary so I lost no time in 
going back for it, while Yondozi waited. On my 
return, I observed that I conldnot understand how 
I had forgotten it. 

"Ifc may have all the better luok/'h 
replied. "But what do you mean to do with it? 

he asked. 



302 NEUBOOMIA.: A NEW CONTINENT, 

I answered that if the channel were still open, I 
would send it with the expedition but in the event 
of it being- blocked by ice, it was my intention to 
carry it to the outer border of the field, and con- 
sign it to the wave?, in the hope of it floating to 
some other land. 

"Our greatest trouble will bo on the frozen 
field," he remarked, "for I fear it will be intensely 
cold. It is somewhat early in the season to remain 
there very long. However, I have not the least 
doubt we can weather it all right," 

We travelled as fast as it was safe for the animals 

to go over the broken surface, making for the hill 

from which I l as t saw the' Penguin. On ascending 

it, we could see nothing but the irregular mouth 

of the channel, which did not appear to have 

altered much since I last beheld it. On scanning 

the horizon with our glasses, however, we could 

see a little dark protuberance in the far distance, 

and the channel was open as far as we could see. 

:( This is indeed encouraging," observed Yondozi. 
u There is abundance of room there for a ship to 
pass through. Our expedition will bo a success." 

'Yes," I answered; "and the Penguin must 
hare cleared the ice with little difficulty." 

We now descended, and, forming a camp, be- 
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"peaking, fresh, for they had been kept m reserve 
while wo travelled with the expedition. They 
glided, rather than ran, along the ice, and we made 
tremendous headway. On more than one occasion 
I gave vent to my curbed spirits by indulging in 
prolonged shouts, which contrasted weirdly with 
the silence of this desolate yet, awe-inspiring 
region that now surrounded ua, Our plan was to 
keep some distance away from the channel, strik- 
ing it at intervals, and make a more careful survey, 
if possible, on our return. Once we stepped from 
our sledges to examine it. Yondoai began to be 
more thoughtful, for it appeared useless to proceed 
any farther, as the banks of ice were so close at the 
top as to be almost touching. 

"A vessel could not pass very well through 
there," he said, pointing ahead. 

I agreed with him, and began to think of the 
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Penguin ; then carefully surveyed the distance, in 
the hope of seeing a mast. This, however, in a 
moment, I considered to be folly, for 1 knew that 
if no accident Lad happened, and if not delayed, 
they must be at their destination before now. 

" That dark object must be some huge monster 
lying asleep on the ice," I said ; " for it baa not 
moved since we first noticed it. - " 

I again applied my glass to it, and Yondozi 
followed my example. 

" Bather large for a seal or bear," he observed. 
''Looks like (he hull of a vessel." 

"And no other than the Penguin ! " I exclaimed. 
" They have got blocked iu the channel," he 
said, "and perhaps have perished/ 1 

" No ! " I responded. u They had abundance of 
provisions, and must be there still." 

" They have suffered from the cold," he said. 
"Yes," I replied. "Bat they took a good 
supply of firewood with them," 

"We lost no time in getting into our sledges 
again, and allowed the animals to go at their 
highest speed in the direction of the vessel. 

Septimus would now certainly be reduced in 
command ; as for Skinny, he would probably lose 
office. I kept my eyes constantly on the ship; 
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We got alongaide. She wa3 f rozeil in . 
everyfchmg was in perfect ord er, and the vessel 
speared as if she were still the abode of people. 
They must be asleep in their hunks. 

I should here mention that I had long given up 
the idea of punishing Septimus for Lis misconduct, 
intending only to take the command, which T Lad 
no doubt he would be willing enough to give up 
to me. Indeed, from the time I recognised the 
vessel, I felt sure that he would be glad to see me 
again, and for my own part I was overjoyed at the 
idea of meeting them. Shinny had always been 
faithful, and SiffcQU, the other seaman, had dis- 
charged his duties well. However, I would give 
them a surprise; so I hurried to tho bridge, and 
shouted out in a loud, if not musical, voice, "Cap- 
tain Septimus Adolplms Robinson"; bat no "Aye, 
nT e, sir/' was forthcoming. I repeated the uarce, 
but .11 was silent. So I stepped down to lire <L,L 
W here Youdozi was *udi»g, and wo went ,U 
Here a P i tl ful scene wa. Panted to us. At th< 



306 NEUEOOMIA : A NEW CONTINENT, 

foot of the ladder was Septimus,, tying at full 
length, and looking as before, but I knew that lie 
was dead— frozen to death, Wo went farther, and 
proceeded to the galley, where we found Skinny 
sitting in an upright position, leaning his back 
against tho wall, and facing the fireplace, bat life 
was gone ; while beside him, lying on the floor 
was Sifton, bat he, too, was no more. AH was 
now clear. They had exhausted their stock of 
firewood. The last pieces had been placed on the 
grate. It was probably then that Septimus left 
his place to secure a fresh supply from cases and 
other sources, and was going on deck when he fell. 
Poor Septimus ! he was indifferent to office or 
position now. There was evidence to show that 
both he and Skinny had acted their parts well, and 
the Other had proved a faithful adherent to them. 
They had lived cordially together, and died to- 
gether. Love of home had induced them to enter 
on the perilous journey that led to their destruc- 
tion. They were greater patriots than myself. 
"What is to be done ? " I inquired of Yondozi. 
" We can do but little now," he replied. " The 
Penguin has been their home and their grave, and 
why should we disturb them ? " 

"I know they loved her," I observed. 
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Signed, 

Captain Montague Ptti WmEj 1691. 



THE END. 



